
 900-25

905.2 COUNTY ORDINANCES  

905.2.1  County Forestry Ordinance (Chapter 9) * 

                         (Includes ATV Ordinance) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 900-26

 

905.2.2 County Park Ordinance (Chapter 10)* 
 

CHAPTER 10 
 

PARK AND RECREATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
OCONTO COUNTY 

 
FORESTRY & PARKS 

 
         CHAPTERS 9 & 10 

 
CODE OF ORDINANCE 

 
 
 

                        
   

Revised May 2006 



 

 

CHAPTER 9 
 

COUNTY FORESTRY ORDINANCE 
 
9.100  COUNTY FOREST 
 
9.101 Introduction:  An ordinance prescribing rules and regulations for the administration  
 of county powers and duties as provided in Chapters 26, 28, 19 and 59 of the  
 Wisconsin Statutes, under which the Oconto County Board of Supervisors is   
 granted specific powers relative to the establishment, protection, development and  
 management of county forests to provide sustained yield of forest products for  
 commercial use and the associated benefits of soil and water conservation, scenic  
 values, and fish and game resources, all in cooperation with the Wisconsin   
 Department of Natural Resources. 
 
9.200  DESIGNATION OF COUNTY FORESTS 
 
9.201 Determination is hereby made that for the purpose of proper and complete   
 identification, all County owned forest lands now held and entered under the   
 Wisconsin County Forest Law by Oconto County, or hereafter acquired for forestry  
 purposes and located within the following areas, are established and designated as  
 County Forest, and such lands shall be shown on the official County Forest Map  
 displayed in the County Forestry Office in the Courthouse at Oconto. 
 
9.202 Peshtigo Brook Unit:  North Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 

16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22; NWNW Section 24, W1/2 Section 26, 27, 28; N 1/2 & SE 1/4 
Section 29; N 1/2 Section 30; E 1/2 Section 32; Section 33; all in Township 31N, 
Range 18E. 

 
 South W 1/2 Section 1; Section 2, S ½ Section 3, Sections 6, 7, 11; W 1/2 Section 

12; N 1/2 & SW 1/4 Section 14; NE 1/4 & S 1/2 Section 15; NW 1/4 & S 1/2 
Section 16; Sections 17, 18, 19, 20; N 1/2 & SW 1/4 Section 21; W 1/2 Section 22; 
Section 25; S 1/2 Section 26; Section 27; NESW Section 28, N 1/2 of Section 29, N 
½ & SE Section 30,  Sections 34, 35, 36; all in Township 30N Range 18E. 

 
 Section 1; E 1/2 & NW 1/4 Section 2; NE 1/4 Section 11; N ½ & SE Section 12; S 

1/2 Section 13; SE 1/4 Section 24; all in Township 30N, Range 17E.  SWNW 
Section 29, Township 30N Range 19E. 

 
9.203 South Branch Unit:  NE 1/4 & W 1/2 Section 4; Sections 5, 6, 7, 8; NW 1/2 Section 

9; W 1/2 Section l6; Sections 17, 19, 20, 2l; W 1/2 Section 28; Section 29; NE 1/4 
Section 30; all in Township 30N, Range 17E. 



 

 

9.204  Bay Shore Unit W ½ Section 13; W ½ Sections 14, Section 15, S ½  Section 16; 
SESE Section 21, Sections 22, 23; W ½ Section 24; Lot 1 Section 26; NWNE 
Section 27 all in Township 29N, Range 22E. 

 
 South  S 1/2 Section 34; Sections 35, 36; all in Township 28N, Range 22E.  Section 

2; N ½ Section 3; all in Township 27N, Range 21.  Section 31 in Township 28N 
Range 22E. 

 
9.205 Machickanee Unit: SE Section 27, Sections 28, 29, 32, 33; all in Township 28N, 

Range 20E. W  1/2 Section 2; Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9; N 1/2 & SW 1/4 Section 10; 
N 1/2 Section 11; W 1/2 Section 15; Sections 16, 17, 18; all in Township 27N, 
Range 20E. SE 1/4 Section 1; NE 1/4 & S 1/2 Section l2; Section 13; E 1/2  Section 
14; E 1/2 Section 23 & Section 24; all in Township 27N, Range l9E. 

 
9.206 How Unit:  Section 35 in Township 29 north Range 17 E.  SESE Section 10 in  
 Township 28 North Range 17 East. 
 
9.207 Intent:  It is the intent of the County Board of Supervisors to consolidate County  
 Forest holdings as lands are acquired by the County within the above defined areas  
 and that application to enter such lands under the Wisconsin County Forest Law  
 shall be filed. 
 
9.700  COUNTY FOREST USE REGULATIONS 
 
9.701 Timber Theft:  No person shall cut or remove any forest products from any county  
 lands except as noted in Section 9.702 and Section 9.708 of this Chapter.  Whenever 
 forest products are found, known to have been unlawfully severed from County  
 lands, the Sheriff shall on satisfactory evidence seize such materials pursuant to  
 Section 26.06 of the Wisconsin Statutes or any amendment thereof for use by the  
 county or sold as the Committee may determine. 
 
 (a) Vehicle Owner’s Liability.  When any vehicle is involved in a violation of 

 any provision of Sec. 9.701, 9.708, 9.711, 9.717, 9.730, 9.900(5), 9.900(7), 
 9.900(8), 9.900(9a), 9.270, 9.725 and 9.726 the owner of said vehicle as 
 shown by the ownership registration of the vehicle supplied by the 
 Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Wisconsin Department of Natural 
 Resources, or a comparable authority of any other State, shall be presumed 
 to have violated the applicable Sections of the Oconto County Code of 
 Ordinances set forth herein.  The following  are defenses to a violation of 
 this section. 

 
 (1)(a) That a report that the vehicle was stolen was given to a traffic officer before 

 the violation occurred or within a reasonable time after the violation 
 occurred. 

 



 

 

 (b) If the owner of the vehicle provides issuing officer with the name and 
 address of the person operating the vehicle at the time of the violation and 
 the person so named admits operating the vehicle at the time of the violation, 
 then the person operating the vehicle and not the owner shall be charged 
 under this section. 

 
 (2) If the vehicle is owned by a lessor of vehicles and at the time of the violation 

 the vehicle was in the possession of the lessee, and the lessor provides an 
 issuing  officer with information required, then the lessee not the lessor shall 
 be charged under this section. 

 
 (3) If the vehicle is owned by a dealer, and at the time of the violation the 

 vehicle being operated by any person on a trail run, and if the dealer provides 
 the issuing officer with the name, address and operator’s license number of 
 the person operating the vehicle, that the person operating the vehicle, and 
 not the dealer, shall be charged under this section. 

 
9.702 Commercial Cutting:  Commercial cutting shall include all cutting where stumpage  
 is sold under contract in which the primary objective of the cutting is the marketing  
 of timber products, including logs, ties, poles, posts, pulpwood, piling, Christmas  
 Trees and boughs, or other forest products. 
 
9.703 Proposed Timber Sales:  Timber sales shall be submitted to the Committee by the  
 County Forest Administrator after all provisions relating to forestry practice have  
 been endorsed by the District Forester of the Department of Natural Resources. 
 
9.704 Contract Specifications:  For each cutting operation pertaining to payment and  
 financial responsibility of the bidder shall be determined by the committee. 
 
9.705 Payment:  Payment for forest products shall be made 30 days after billing.  Failure  
 to make payment within 90 days will result in cancellation of the timber contract. 
 
9.706 Cultural Cutting:  Cultural cutting shall include thinning, release cutting, sanitation  
 cutting and improvement cuttings to remove trees of inferior species, form or  
 condition for the purpose of stand improvement. All cultural cutting on County  
 Forest Land shall require approval of the committee.  Materials cut in such   
 operations by county crews must be used by the Forestry Office or given to other  
 county agencies for their use, or sold, as the Committee may determine.  When sold  
 to other public agencies, the latter shall pay to the county a sum equal to the   
 prevailing stumpage rate. 
 
9.707 Salvage Cuttings:  Cultural cuttings shall include the cutting of timber damaged by  
 fire, storm, insects, disease or flooding.  Salvage cutting shall be done under the  
 procedure specified for cultural cutting or for commercial cutting, as the Committee  
 may decide. 



 

 

9.708 Firewood:  No person shall cut/remove any firewood without first obtaining a  
 Firewood permit from the administrator. 
 
9.709 Regulation: 
 
 a) Only slash or down wood not suitable for pulpwood or logs may be cut.  No 

 cutting of wood decked will be permitted. 
 
 b) Permittee shall not sell any of the wood obtained by the use of this permit. 
 
 c) Only County residents or land owners are eligible to obtain a permit. 
 
 d) Only the permittee is allowed use of the permit. The permit is non-

 assignable and can be revoked for any reason.  
 
9.710 Road Construction:  No roads shall be constructed on or across County Forest Land  
 without first receiving a permit from the Forest Administrator. 
 
9.711 Closing Roads:  No person except forestry department personnel shall close   
 obstruct, or make inaccessible any county forest road, trail or path. 
 
9.712 Hunting Scaffolds, Ground Blinds And Cutting Lanes: 
 
 (1) Elevated Scaffolds. It shall be unlawful to construct, occupy or use any elevated 

scaffold or other elevated devise, except that are portable provided they are 
completely removed each day at the close of hunting hours or ½ hour after dusk and 
provided such devices do no damage to trees in which they are placed. 

  
 (2) Ground Blinds. It shall be unlawful to construct, occupy, or use a ground blind 

for any purpose that is not built from existing natural ground debris. No materials 
may be brought in or existing vegetation (brush and trees) cut.  After purpose ends 
(example - hunting season ends), blinds must be dismantled and not reassembled 
until one (1) month prior to purpose begins (example - one (1) month prior to 
hunting season).  

    
 (3) Cutting Lanes.  No person shall occupy or use a ground blind or hunting scaffold 

where unlawful cutting of brush or trees has occurred within the past 12 months to 
aid in shooting or seeing distances. 

 
9.713 Damage:  It shall be unlawful to put nails, spikes, screws, bolts, staples or other  
 similar items on or into trees or any natural growth on any county property, except  
 as authorized by the committee or its agents by written permits, contract, or policy. 
 
9.714 Butler Rock Lookout:  This area is closed to motor vehicles, camping and hunting.   
 No person shall drive beyond the posted parking areas designated for this area. No  



 

 

 intoxicating beverages or drugs will be permitted within the Butler Rock Lookout  
 area. 
 
9.715 Ranch Lake:  No camping will be permitted in the Ranch Lake beach area. 
 
9.716 Abandoned Vehicles And Personal Property:  No person shall leave any vehicle,  
 motor vehicle, trailer, semi-trailer, mobile home, camper or personal property  
 unattended without prior committee authority for more than 48 hours. 
 
9.717 Vehicular Access:  No person shall drive any vehicle (unless authorized by   
 Committee) in areas closed to vehicular traffic by gate, notice, obstacle. 
 
9.718 Signs:  No Person shall place any sign of any type except those authorized by the  
 Forest administrator.  Any signs placed contrary to this section will be removed  
 immediately by the forestry department.  They will be held for thirty days and can be 
 claimed by the owner within this time period.  
 
9.719 Concessions:  No person shall establish any type of concession either on the County  
 Forest property or using the County Forest property without first obtaining a Special  
 use permit from the Forest Administrator. 
 
9.720 Camping:  Except in designated County Forest Recreation Areas, No overnight  
 camping including tents, trailers, cars and trucks, portable hunting and fishing  
 cabins will be permitted, without first obtaining a permit from the Forest   
 Administrator, Any camper or campers who violate the rules and regulations of this  
 Chapter, including cutting or defacing timber, carelessness with fire. violation of  
 game and fishing laws of the State, or improper disposal of garbage and litter shall  
 be subject to ejection from the County Forest and subject to the penalties provided  
 by this Chapter, Chapter 10  and State Laws. 
 
9.721 Fire:  No person shall set, light or allow to burn any open fire except by campers  
 with a lawfully obtained camping permit.  During periods of high fire danger use of  
 campfires may be further restricted.  Use of fire for forestry management purposes  
 by department staff is not restricted by this section. 
 
9.722 Horses:  It shall be unlawful to ride, walk or stable any horse on any lands except  
 established bridal trails or public roads.  
 
9.723 Fees For Trail Rides:  It shall be unlawful for anyone except the Committee to  
 charge a fee to use a trail established on county forest land other than the prevailing   
 fee for the rent of animal and equipment,  
 
9.724 Trail Rides:  It shall be unlawful for anyone to conduct "trail rides" or establish  
 bridal trails without first obtaining a permit from the committee or their agent.  
 



 

 

9.725 Trash/Litter:   The dumping/leaving of rubbish, debris, dirt, stone, wild and   
 domestic animal carcasses, or any other materials shall be prohibited on all County  
 Forest Lands.  Visitors including berry pickers, hunters, fishermen, tourists and all  
 others who visit the County Forests are forbidden to leave litter anywhere in the  
 forests or in it's lakes or streams. 
 
9.726 County Property:  It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy, molest, deface,  
 remove or attempt to remove any natural growth or natural or archaeological feature, 
 or any county property; to enter to be in any building, installation or area that may be 
 locked or closed to public use or contrary to posted notice without written permit  
 from the committee. The picking of edible fruits or nuts or wild asparagus is   
 permitted. 
 
9.727 Prospecting:  It shall be unlawful to explore or prospect on county owned lands  
 without written permit. 
 
9.728 Indian Mounds:  Indian Mounds shall be closed areas. 
 
9.729 Firearms:  It shall be unlawful for any person (except law enforcement officials) to  
 discharge any firearm as defined in Sec. 939.22, Wis. Stats., on any county forest  
 property in the Townships of Morgan or Abrams unless actively engaged in hunting  
 during a legal season as defined by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources  
 or at a designated shooting/target range authorized by the Oconto County Board of  
 Supervisors. 
 
9.730 OCONTO COUNTY-MACHICKANEE FOREST SHOOTING RANGE:   
 NWSE, SWNE, Section 24, T27N R19E  
 Town of Morgan, Oconto County, Wisconsin 
 
 (1) Violation.  No person shall discharge/possess any firearm at the Oconto 

 County-Machickanee Forest Shooting Range contrary to the provisions of 
 this Ordinance.  Users of the range under the age of 18 must have a hunter 
 safety  certificate, be accompanied by their legal guardian, or be enrolled 
 and supervised by their hunter safety instructor. 

 
 (2) Use.  Persons in the Oconto County-Machickanee Forest Shooting Range  

 shall comply with the following rules and regulations: 
 
 (a) Oconto County-Machickanee Forest Shooting Range will be open 

 from sunrise to sunset all year. 
  (b) Fully automatic weapons are prohibited. 
  (c) Armor piercing, tracers or incendiary ammunition is prohibited. 
 (d) Archery shooting is prohibited. 
 (e) Skeet or clay shooting is prohibited. 
 (f) Possession/consumption of alcoholic beverages are prohibited on 

 range site. 



 

 

 (g) Any person under the influence of alcoholic or illegal drugs is 
 prohibited from the range site. 

 (h) Unsafe acts, loud music, and horseplay prohibited. 
 (i) All firearms are to be fired at backstops only, not into any berm. 
 (j) Glass, plastic, or metal targets prohibited.  Only paper targets 

 specifically designed for sighting in firearms are allowed. 
 (k) Users must remove all refuse and debris, including shell casings from 

 the range when finished. 
 (l) Whenever a person is down range from sighting benches, all 

 individuals in  the range shall cease firing, unload and break open 
 the action of all firearms. 

 (m) Shooting shall be limited to ½ hr. per person whenever there are 
 other users waiting. 

 (n) Special scheduled events may only be requested by an organized 
 group (e.g. – Sportsman Club).  
1. These events will require a special use permit approved by the 

Oconto County Forest, Parks, & Recreation Committee. 
2. These events will be subject to condition and fee of the special use 

permit. 
3. Hunter Safety Courses and youth shooting events may be exempt 

from fee upon committee approval. 
 (o) Range may be closed to general public during special events as 

 defined in  9.730(n). 
 (p) All pets are prohibited. 
 (q) No person shall take, catch, kill, hunt, trap, pursue or otherwise 

 capture any wild animals or birds in the Oconto County-
 Machickanee Forest Shooting  Range. 

 (r) No overnight camping or parking permitted. 
 (s) No motorized vehicles (except authorized) beyond parking area. 
 (t) Any person using the range shall follow all lawful orders given by 

 persons in charge of the shooting range. 
 (u) Hand guns prohibited for users under the age of 18. 

 
 (3) Fee.  There is hereby established a shooting range user fee for the Oconto  

 County-Machickanee Forest Shooting Range, NWSE, SWNE, Section 24,  
 T27N,  R19E, Town of Morgan, Oconto County, Wisconsin, as set forth  
 herein. 
 

 (a) The user fees shall be placed in a non-lapsing account designated for 
 maintenance and enforcement of the shooting range only. 

 (b) The fee shall be established by the Forest, Parks, and Recreation 
 Committee and reviewed every year.  Fee shall have a daily, annual 
 component, and special use component compact.  Effective October 
 1, 2003, (if range is  officially open).  Daily $3.00, Seasonal 
 $20.00, and Family (3-4) $40, and  Special Use $75.00 ($25.00 
 deposit). 



 

 

 (c) The fee must be paid prior to shooting/setting up. 
 (d) It shall be unlawful for any person to possess or discharge a firearm 

 at the  range without prior payment of fee. 
 (e) The fee is per person and receipt/seasonal pass shall be displayed on 

 shooting bench by the person while using range. 
 (f) Oconto County Law Enforcement Personnel and Wisconsin 

 Department of  Natural Resource Wardens are exempt from user fee, 
 and from 9.730(3) and  (4) when acting in their official capacity. 
 

 (4) Penalty.  Any person violating this ordinance is subject to the following  
 penalties: 
 

  (a) For the first violation, a forfeiture of $50.00 together with the costs 
 of prosecution. 

 (b) For the second violation committed within 12 months of a previous 
 violation, a forfeiture of $100.00  together with the costs of 
 prosecution. 

 (c) For a third or subsequent violation committed within 12 months of 2 
 previous violations, a forfeiture of $200.00 together with the costs of 
 prosecution, and, in addition, be prohibited from using the Oconto 
 County-Machickanee Forest Shooting Range for a period of two (2) 
 years. 

 (d)  Any person failing to pay the required forfeiture and costs of 
 prosecution shall be imprisoned in the Oconto County Jail until 
 said forfeiture and costs are paid but not to exceed 90 days. 

 
9.900  ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES REGULATED 
 
 (1)  State Statutes Adopted.  Section 23.33, Wis. Stats., and any future amendments 

thereto is hereby adopted by reference and made a part of this ordinance as if fully 
set forth herein. 

 
 (1a)  Wisconsin Administrative Code Adopted.  NR 64, Wis. Admin. Code and any 

future amendments thereto is hereby adopted by reference and made a part of his 
ordinance as if fully set forth herein. 

 
 (2) Permitted Use of County Forest Roads.  The Forest, Parks, Recreation/Land 

Information Systems Sub-Committee may designate County forest roads for use as 
all-terrain vehicle routes by designating such roads with State approved all-terrain 
vehicle signs. 

 
 (3) Permitted Use On Trails.  The Forest, Parks, Recreation/Land Information 

Systems Sub-Committee may designate corridors through land which it owns or 
controls or for which it obtains leases, easements or permission for use as all-terrain 
vehicle trails by marking such trails with State approved all-terrain vehicle signs. 

 



 

 

 (4) Permitted Use of Vehicles. Emergency Law Enforcement, Forestry and Parks 
vehicles are permitted to use all-terrain vehicle trails at all times.  An all-terrain 
vehicle or similar means of conveyance may be used by disabled persons as a mode 
of personal conveyance by written permits obtained from the Forest, Parks, 
Recreation/Land Information Systems Sub-Committee or its designee. 

 
 (5) Restricted Use of All-Terrain Vehicles. No person shall operate an all-terrain 

vehicle on any County managed lands, highways, or trails that have not been 
designated as all-terrain vehicle areas, routes or trails by the Forest, Parks, 
Recreation/Land Information Systems Sub- Committee. The use of all-terrain 
vehicles may be restricted or prohibited during certain periods of the year by the 
Forest, Parks, Recreation/Land Information Systems Sub-Committee. No person 
shall drive an all-terrain vehicle on any lands, highway or trail under supervision, 
management or control of the Forest, Parks, Recreation/Land Information Systems 
Sub-Committee during these closed periods. The trails will be open from May 1 to 
October 31, as posted or published. 

 
 (6) Sign Vandalism. No person shall deface, destroy, remove or possess any all-

terrain vehicle sign posted on an approved all-terrain vehicle trail. 
 
 (7) Restricted Use For All-Terrain Vehicle Trails. No person shall operate any motor 

vehicle including but not limited to automobiles, trucks, off-road vehicles, dune 
buggies, mini bikes, dirt bikes, or unregistered all-terrain vehicles on any approved 
all-terrain vehicle trail, except for forest harvesting activities and for  approved trail 
management activities.  This subsection does not apply to registered  all-terrain 
vehicles (ATV’s). 

 
 (8) Obstruction of Trail. No person shall park any vehicle or place any obstruction in 

or on the groomed portion of any approved all-terrain trail. 
 
 (9) Environmental Protection. All-terrain vehicles shall not be permitted to be 

operated in deer yards, new plantations, low land, blow sand area, or other 
environmentally protected areas as designated by the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources or the County. 

 
 (9a) Rate of Speed.  The operator of an all-terrain vehicle shall slow his or her 

vehicle to a speed not to exceed 10 miles per hour and yield the right-of-way when 
traveling within 100 feet of a person who is not on an all-terrain vehicle, a 
snowmobile, or a motorcycle except as provided under ch. 346, Stats., where 
applicable. 

 
 (9b) Speed Limits.  The operator of an all-terrain vehicle shall not exceed the 

following speed limits in designated areas on the Oconto County Recreational Trail 
as posted: 

 



 

 

  (1) Township of Mountain (T31N-R16E) Sec. 26 from intersection of 
 Recreational Trail and W. Shore Heights Lane to intersection of Recreation 
 Trail and Kingston Road.  Speed limit 5 mph. 

 
  (2) Township of Mountain (T31N-R16E) Sec. 10 & 11, from intersection of 

 Church Road North to Sparky's Road.  Speed limit 5 mph. 
 
  (3) Township of Riverview (T32N-R16E) starting in SWNE Sec. 9 where 

 Thelen Road right-of-way is adjacent to recreation trail right-of-way North 
 to the intersection of Paya Lake Road, speed limit 15 mph. From Paya Lake 
 Road North to Township line-speed limit 5 mph. 

 
  (4) Township of Lakewood (T33N-R16E) all trails in Section 30, 31, 32, 33 

 – speed limit 5 mph. 
 
  (5) Township of Townsend (T33N-R16E) all of trail in Sec. 23.  Speed limit 

 15-mph. 
 

  (6) Village limits of Suring, - Nicolet State Recreational Trail – speed limit 5 
 mph. 
 

  (7)  Township of Riverview (T32N R16E), all of Nicolet State Trail in 
 Section 21 – speed limit 5 mph. 

  
 (10) Persons With Disabilities. An all-terrain vehicle may be used as a mode of 

conveyance by disabled persons holding a Wis. Stats. 29.09(9)(a)(2) and (5), Class 
A and Class C permit and a written permit from the Forest, Parks, Recreation/Land 
Information Systems Sub-Committee or its designee. 

 
 (11) Duty Of Enforcement. Those employees of the County Forestry and Parks 

Department specifically designated by the Forest, Parks, Recreation/Land 
Information Systems Sub-Committee as well as the Oconto County Sheriff's 
Department are authorized to enforce this ordinance. 

 
 (12) Penalty.  The penalty for violation of any provision of this ordinance shall be a 

forfeiture as hereinafter provided along with costs and penalty assessments. Any 
person failing to pay said forfeiture shall be imprisoned in the Oconto County Jail 
for a period of not to exceed 60 days. 

 
 (a) State forfeiture statutes. Forfeitures for violation of Sec. 23.33, Wis. Stats., shall 

conform to the forfeiture permitted to be imposed for violations of the statutes 
adopted by reference including any variations or increases for subsequent offenses. 

 
 (b) State fine statutes. The forfeiture for violation of any statute adopted by reference 

hereunder for which the penalty is a fine or imprisonment shall not exceed the 
maximum fine permitted under such statute. 



 

 

 
 (c)  Local regulations.  Except as otherwise provided, any person found guilty of 

violating the provisions of this ordinance shall pay a forfeiture of not less than 
$50.00 nor more than $500.00. 

 
 

CHAPTER 10 
 

PARK AND RECREATION 
 
 
10.100   DEFINITIONS 
 
10.101  MOTORCYCLE/MINI-TRAIL BIKE 
  A motorcycle is a motor vehicle designed to travel on not more than 3 

 wheels which is capable of speeds in excess of 10 mph with a 150 lb. rider 
 on dry level ground excluding a tractor or an All Terrain Vehicle.  

 
10.103  OFF ROAD VEHICLE 
  Off Road Vehicle means any motorized vehicles designed for or capable of 

 cross country travel on or immediately over land, water, sand, snow, ice, 
 marsh or other terrain which would include, but would not be limited to, 
 such vehicles as four wheel drive, trucks, air cushion vehicles;  except that 
 such term excludes 1) any registered motor boat, 2) any military, fire, 
 emergency, or law enforcement vehicle when used for official or emergency 
 purposes, and 3) any vehicle whose use is expressly authorized by the 
 committee under permit, lease, license, or contract.  4) all Terrain Vehicles. 

 
10.104  FORESTRY VEHICLE 
  Forestry Vehicle means a vehicle or piece of equipment or machinery 

 designed for the harvesting or transport of forest products, used exclusively 
 in the conduct of forestry operations. 

 
10.105  AUTOMOBILE 

  Automobile-Four-wheeled automotive vehicle designed for passenger 
 transportation and commonly propelled by an internal-combustion engine 
 using a volatile fuel. 

 
10.106  DEPARTMENT 
  Department: Means the Oconto County Forestry, Lands, Parks and 

 Recreation Department. 
 
10.107  PARK ADMINISTRATOR 
  Park Administrator means the Oconto County Land & Forest Agent. 
 
10.108  CAMP OR CAMPING 



 

 

  Camp or Camping means: The use of a shelter such as a tent, trailer, motor 
 vehicle, tarpaulin, bed roll or sleeping bag for temporary residence or 
 sleeping purposes. 

 
 
 
10.109  CAMPSITE 
  Campsite means: A segment of a campground which is designated for 

 camping use by a camping unit for camping party. 
 
10.110  CAMPING UNIT 
  Camping Unit means: Any single shelter used for a camp by a camping party 

 except those used exclusively for dining purposes. 
 
10.111  CAMPING PARTY 
  Camping party means: Any individual, family or unorganized group 

 occupying a Campsite.  An unorganized group may not exceed 4 persons 
 who are 18 years of age or older. 

 
10.112  FAMILY 
  Family means: Husband and Wife and their Children to age 18. 
 
10.113  PICNIC AREA 
  Picnic area means: Any tract of land developed and maintained for 

 picnicking including adjacent playground and play field areas. 
 
10.114  BATHING BEACH 
  Bathing Beach means: Any water area or adjacent land area designated as a 

 swim area by standard regulatory markers or posted notice. 
 
10.200     ADMINISTRATION 
  The Oconto County Board of Supervisors has assigned the administration of 

 lands  entered under Section 28.11 and all park lands as well as any lands 
 designated as  reserved lands in the official copy of the reserved lands book 
 files in the office of the County Clerk to the Forest, Lands, Parks, and 
 Recreation Committee.  Hereinafter called the Committee. 

 
10.201  VEHICLE OWNER’S LIABILITY 
  When any vehicle is involved in a violation of any provision of Sec. 10.501, 

 10.802, 10.809, 10.810, 10.815, 10.1001, 10.1002 and 10.1004, the owner of 
 said vehicle as shown by the ownership registration of the vehicle supplied 
 by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Wisconsin Department of 
 Natural Resources, or a comparable authority of any other State, shall be 
 presumed to have violated the applicable Sections of the Oconto County 
 Code of Ordinances set forth herein. The following are defenses to a 
 violation of this section. 



 

 

 
  1.   (a)  That a report that the vehicle was stolen was given to a traffic officer  

  before the violation occurred or within a reasonable time after the violation  
  occurred. 

 
  (b) If the owner of the vehicle provides issuing officer with the name and 

 address of the person operating the vehicle at the time of the violation and 
 the person so named admits operating the vehicle at the time of the violation, 
 then the person operating the vehicle and not the owner shall be charged 
 under this section. 

 
 2.  If the vehicle is owned by a lessor of vehicles and at the time of the violation 

 the vehicle was in the possession of the lessee, and the lessor provides an 
 issuing officer with information required, then the lessee not the lessor shall 
 be charged under this section. 

 
 3.  If the vehicle is owned by a dealer, and at the time of the violation the 

 vehicle being operated by any person on a trail run, and if the dealer provides 
 the issuing officer with the name, address and operator’s license number 
 of the person operating the vehicle, that the person operating the vehicle, and 
 not the dealer, shall be charged under this section. 

 
10.300  AUTOMOBILES, MOTORCYCLES, MINI BIKES, DIRT BIKES, 

 TRUCKS, OFF-ROAD VEHICLES (OTHER THAN ATV'S) AND 
 SNOWMOBILES. 

 
10.301   PERMITTED USE OF VEHICLES 
 
 (1)   Emergency, Law Enforcement, Forestry and Park vehicles are permitted to 

 use all roads, trails, and lands under the management, supervision or control 
 of the  Forest, Parks & Recreation/Land Information Systems Sub-
 Committee. 

 
  (2)   Disabled person(s) may use vehicles as a means of personal conveyance  

  (excluding non-disabled person(s) by written permit obtained by Forest,  
  Parks & Recreation/Land Information Systems Sub-Committee or designee). 

     
10.302  RESTRICTED USE OF VEHICLES 
 
  No person shall operate any motor vehicle, including but not limited to, 

 automobiles, motorcycles, mini bikes, dirt bikes, trucks or off-road vehicles, 
 or snowmobiles on park or forest lands under the management, supervision 
 or control of the Forest, Parks & Recreation/Land Information Systems Sub-
 Committee, except as follows: 

 



 

 

  (a)  Automobiles, motorcycles, trucks and off- road vehicles that are 
 currently registered with the Department of Transportation are permitted on 
 County Forest Roads (approved by the State Department of Transportation), 
 and existing trails (over 12 feet cleared width) that are not closed by a gate, 
 berm, stumps or posting, or roads that are not designated recreation trails for 
 such purposes as, including but not limited to hiking, cross country skiing, 
 snowmobiling, horseback riding, or ATV operation. 

 
  (b) The Forest, Parks & Recreation/Land Information Systems Sub-

 Committee may authorize and permit snowmobiles on designated 
 snowmobile trails. 

 
10.500  CAMPING 
 
10.501  CAMPING PERMITS 
  Camping is prohibited, except in designated areas of county parks or county 

 recreation areas.  It shall be unlawful to camp in such areas without permit 
 and payment of such fees as may be required.  Fee required before camping. 

 
10.502  A Maximum of 4 Adults or one family consisting of husband & Wife and 

 their own children to age 18 shall occupy a single site.  Additional Adults 
 shall pay for and occupy an additional site under the terms of this permit. 

 
10.503    No camping unit shall be set up beyond the defined limits of the Campsite. 
 
10.504  No camping party shall move from its assigned site to another campsite 

 without prior approval. 
 
10.505  All camping permits expire at 3:00 P.M. at Chute Pond Campground and 

 1:00 P.M. at North Bay Shore Campground on the last day of the period. 
 
10.506  Extensions within the 14 day limit may be granted on camping permits. 
 
10.507  No person shall camp and no camping unit shall remain for a period greater 

 than 14 days in any 4-week period in the property of registration.  Thereafter, 
 the camping unit must be removed from the property for at least 7 days 
 before being eligible to return. Except campers having a signed seasonal 
 contract for a greater period of time. 

 
10.508  No camping party shall set up or take down its camping unit between the 

 hours of 10:00 P.M. and the following  6:00 A.M. 
 
10.509  It shall be unlawful to park any motor vehicle outside the parking area 

 designated at each campsite and not more than 2 motor vehicles are 
 permitted to any campsite.  Except campers having a signed seasonal 
 contract for a greater period of time. 



 

 

 
10.510  Violation of any state law, or county ordinance, by a member of a camping 

 party is cause for revocation of the camping permit. 
 
10.511  A campsite must be occupied by a member of the camping party and no 

 campsite may be left unoccupied for more than 16 hours. 
 
10.512  Any party occupying a campsite shall be allowed the use of only one table 

 and one electrical outlet. 
 
10.600  RESERVATIONS 
 
10.601  Reservations must be at least 1 week in advance and paid in full at the time 

 the reservation is made. 
 
10.602  It shall be unlawful for any person to obtain a camping permit for use by a 

 camping party of which he/she is not a member. 
 
10.603  A minimum reservation is 2 nights on non-holiday weekends and 3 nights 

 for holiday weekends.  The site will be held until check-out time of the next 
 day after the reservation was made for. 

 
10.604  No refunds will be given unless a written cancellation is received 2 weeks in 

 advance of the time of the reservation date. 
 
10.605  A separate reservation must be made for each site in the name of the 

 camping party that will occupy the site. 
 
10.700  SHELTERS/ORGANIZED GROUPS USES 
 
10.701  SPECIAL USE 
 
 (1)  Whenever more than 50 persons from an organized group request to use any 

 park facility they shall apply for and obtain a special park use permit. A 
 refundable deposit for the cleanup and maintenance of the park will be held 
 by the Department as a security deposit.  The committee shall establish a fee 
 schedule for this permit and deposit. 

 
 (2) Any organized fishing tournament regardless of size shall obtain a special 

 use permit when using launching facilities. 
 
10.800  PARK GENERAL RESTRICTIONS 
 
10.801  METAL DETECTORS 
  The use of metal detectors is prohibited except by written permit issued by 

 the Committee. 



 

 

 
10.802  REFUSE 
  It shall be unlawful for any person to discard or leave any refuse, sewage, or 

 other waste material on the ground, or in any building or installation or into 
 the water or upon the ice of any lake or stream or other body of water, or to 
 dispose of any such refuse or waste material in any manner except by 
 placing in receptacles or other authorized locations provided for such 
 purposes. 

 
10.803  PETS 
  It shall be unlawful for any person to allow his or her dog, cat or other pet to 

 be in any public building or to be upon any bathing beach, picnic area, or 
 playground.  In all other park areas, all campgrounds, and on posted trails, 
 dogs, cats and other pets shall be kept on a leash not more than 8 feet in 
 length and under the control of the owner at all time.  No person shall fail to 
 prevent his or her dog, cat or other pet from interfering in any manner with 
 the enjoyment of the area by others.  The Department shall designate a 
 person to act as Poundmaster for the parks for the purpose of providing a 
 pound for pets found running at large within the parks and which are referred 
 to such Poundmaster for impoundment under provisions of State Statute 
 174.046 by those persons designated by the Committee to enforce the 
 Ordinance.  The Poundmaster may charge the owner of pets impounded for 
 the costs of impoundment prior to their release.  If after 7 days an animal is 
 not claimed, the Poundmaster may dispose of the animal.  The Poundmaster 
 shall present a monthly statement to the department for animals impounded 
 and not reclaimed by the pet owner.  Costs for such impoundment shall be 
 payable to the Poundmaster out of the County's dog license fund. 

 
10.804  FIRES 
  It shall be unlawful for any person to start tend or maintain any fire on the 

 ground or to burn any refuse except in fire places or fire rings in camping 
 areas in any county park. 

 
10.805  PEDDLING AND SOLICITING 
  It shall be unlawful for any person to peddle or solicit business of any nature 

 whatever or to distribute handbills or other advertising matter, to post 
 unauthorized signs on any lands, structures, or property under the 
 management, supervision, or control of the Committee or to use such lands 
 structures or property for commercial operations, for soliciting or conducting 
 business peddling or providing services within or without such lands, 
 structures or property unless first authorized in writing by contractual 
 agreement with the committee or its duly authorized agents. 

 
10.806  WATER RIDES 
  It shall be unlawful to use in any manner the dock, pier, wharf, boat landing, 

 mooring facilities or the waters in the immediately adjacent to any lands 



 

 

 under the management, supervision or control of the Committee for the 
 purpose of soliciting rides of any kind unless authorized by the committee. 

 
 
10.807  BOATS IN SWIMMING AREAS 
  It shall be unlawful to operate a boat within a water area marked by buoys or 

 other approved regulatory devices as a bathing beach, nor operate a boat in a 
 restricted use area contrary to regulatory notice marked on buoys or other 
 approved regulatory devices. 

 
10.808   HORSES 
  It shall be unlawful to ride, lead, or cause or suffer any horse in any county 

 park. 
 
10.809  PARKING 
  No person shall park, stop or leave standing whether attended or unattended, 

 any vehicle or watercraft, in any manner as to block, obstruct or limit the use 
 of any road, trail, waterway, or winter port facility, or contrary to posted 
 notice. 

 
10.810  VEHICULAR ACCESS 

  No person shall operate any motor vehicle in any county park or recreation 
 area except on roads improved for vehicular traffic.  

 
10.811  ABANDONED VEHICLES 
  It shall be unlawful to leave any vehicle unattended without prior Committee 

 approval for more than 48 hours under such circumstances as to cause the 
 vehicle to reasonably appear to have been abandoned.  An abandoned 
 vehicle shall constitute a public nuisance. 

 
10.812   FIREARMS 
  It shall be unlawful for any person to have in his possession or under his 

 control any firearm or airgun as defined in section 939.22 Wisconsin 
 Statutes, or any slingshot or springloaded device designed for shooting a 
 projectile unless the same is unloaded and enclosed in a carrying case, or any 
 bow unless it is unstrung or enclosed in a carrying case. 

 
10.813  WILDLIFE 
  No person shall take, catch, kill, hunt, trap, pursue, or otherwise disturb any 

 wild animals or birds in any county park, campground or picnic area or 
 contrary to posted notice on other areas under the control of the committee. 

 
10.814  FEES AND CHARGES 
  It shall be unlawful for any person to use any facility, land or area for which 

 a fee or charge has been established by the committee without payment of 
 such fee or charge. 



 

 

 
10.815  CLOSED/RESTRICTED AREAS 
  The department may close\restrict, by posted notice/sign, any park, park 

 facility or park activity and county forest area recreation activity or activities, 
 but not limited to the following: any picnic area, beach, camp area, trail 
 head, boat landing, parking area, special use area, environmental area, 
 unpaved road or similar recreation facility. 

 
10.816  BEACHES 
  It shall be unlawful for any person to perform any ambulation or shampoo on 

 any bathing beach or in the water adjacent to any bathing beach in any 
 county park. It shall be unlawful to swim beyond or disturb or molest a 
 bathing beach boundary buoy or marker in any swimming beach in any 
 county park. 

 
10.817  FIREWORKS, ROCKETS, EXPLOSIVE DEVICES 
  It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, fire, discharge, explode, or set 

 off any squib, cracker, or other explosive or pyrotechnic device containing 
 powder or other combustible or explosive material, within the limits of any 
 county park, excepting that exhibitions of fireworks as authorized by the 
 committee or its agents by written permit, contract or policy, are permitted. 

 
10.818  NOISE 
  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any sound truck, loudspeaker, 

 generator, air-conditioner or other device that produces excessive noise 
 without first obtaining a written permit from the committee or their 
 authorized agent. 

 
10.819  CURFEWS 
  The designated park areas will be closed except for camping areas to 

 registered campers from 10:30 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. 
 
10.820  DESIGNATION OF CURFEW AREAS 
    Pioneer Memorial Park   
   Ranch Lake Beach Area 
   North Bay Shore Recreation Area 
   Chute Pond Park (Fisher Memorial Park) 
   Townsend Dams 
   Gillett Riverside (BB) 
   D.E. Hall 
   North River Road Boat Access 
   Iron Bridge Access 
   Anderson Lake 
   Machickanee Flowage Access 
   Grange Park 
   Recreation Trail 



 

 

   Pensaukee Landing 
   Patzer Park 
   Coulliardville Park 
 
10.821  SWIMMING IN LAUNCH AREAS 
    It shall be unlawful for any person to swim within 100 feet of a county boat  

   landing. 
 
10.822  NORTH BAY SHORE HARBOR AND BREAK WATER  
  It shall be unlawful for any person to swim within the harbor area or between 

 the breakwaters. 
 
10.900  BOATS 
 
10.901  LAUNCH FEE 

  There is hereby established a boat launch user fee for launch of a boat or 
 some other form of watercraft from all Oconto County Boat Launches under 
 Forest/Parks control, including: 

 
   North Bay Shore Recreation Area 
   Machickanee Flowage Pond 
   Chute Pond East 
   Chute Pond Field House 
   Chute Pond South 
   Patzer Park 
   Pensaukee Landing 
   Riverside Park 
 
      (a) That the fee be established by the Forest, Lands, Parks and   

  Recreation Committee and reviewed every year for the launch or use  
  of one  of the  designated Oconto County Launch Facilities.  Such  
  fee shall have a daily,  annual component, and commercial compact.  
  Effective January 1,  2002:   Daily $3.00, Seasonal $20.00,  and  
  Commercial $50.00. 

 
  (b) Launch fee must be paid prior to using launch.   

  
 
    (c) That any revenues generated by these fees be placed into a special  

    non-lapsing account that would be designated specifically for capital  
    improvements of any County launch facility. 

 
10.902  DISPLAY OF RECEIPT 

  Daily permit in the form of a sticker or some other form designated by the 
 Department shall be displayed on the vehicle used for launching from the 
 respective boat launch in the manner described by the department.  All 



 

 

 permits shall remain on display for the entire time the vehicle is on the 
 premises of the respective boat launch. 

 
  Seasonal Permit in the form of a sticker shall be displayed on trailer used for 

 launching. 
 
  Commercial sticker must be in vehicle while launching. 
 
10.903  FAILURE TO PAY 

  It shall be unlawful for any person or owner of a vehicle to fail to pay the 
 required fee at the time of launch at any of the designated boat launches, and 
 to display the receipt of same.  The owner of a vehicle found in violation of 
 this section of the code shall be liable for the violation. 

 
10.904  LATE FEE 

  It shall be established in lieu of issuance of a citation and payment of a 
 forfeiture a late fee of $10.00 is hereby established insomuch as the late fee 
 is received no later than 5 days from the date of violation.  If the late fee is 
 not received within the five day period a citation may be issued for failure to 
 pay as stated in section 10.903 of this ordinance. 

 
10.905   PENALTY 

  Any person violating any provisions of this ordinance shall, upon conviction, 
 be subject to a forfeiture of not less than $5.00 nor more than $100.00, plus 
 costs of prosecution, and in default of payment of said forfeiture and costs, 
 shall be imprisoned in the Oconto County Jail until said forfeiture and costs 
 are paid but not to exceed 90 days. 

 
10.906  UNATTENDED WATERCRAFT 
  No boat, watercraft or personal watercraft shall be left on shore, moored, left 

 unattended or anchored overnight in waters of any County Park or County 
 Forest, except in areas designated for that purpose. 

 
10.907  NO WAKE 
  The following areas shall be no wake for all watercraft: 
 
  North Bay Shore Harbor 
  Between North Bay Shore Breakwaters 
 
10.1000   STATE RECREATIONAL TRAIL (NICOLET AND OCONTO RIVER) 
 
  ADMINISTRATION.  The Oconto County Board of Supervisors, 

 hereinafter called the Board, hereby assigns the administration of the 
 recreation trail hereinafter described to the Committee of the County Board 
 known as Forest, Parks, & Recreation/Land Information Systems Sub-
 committee, hereinafter referred to as the Committee. 



 

 

 
  LAND.  Management and regulatory control of all lands and facilities 

 designated by this Ordinance is delegated to the Committee. 
 
10.1001  SCOPE 
  The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to all lands covered by the 

 Nicolet Trail easement and the Oconto River Easement.  The aforementioned 
 lands shall be open to the public for the purpose of bicycling, hiking, 
 snowmobiling, or other mutually agreed upon compatible uses. 

 
10.1002   CODES REFERENCED 

  Sections 9.716 Abandoned Vehicles and Personal Property, 9.720 Camping, 
 9.721  Fire, 9.725 Trash/Litter, 9.726 County Property, 9.900 All-Terrain 
 Vehicles Regulated, 10.301 Permitted Use of Vehicles, 10.302 Restricted 
 Use of Vehicles, 10.802 Refuse, 10.804 Fires, 10.809 Parking, 10.812 
 Firearms, and 10.815 Closed  Areas, shall apply to the recreation trail. 

 
  PENALTY.  The penalty for violation of any provision of this ordinance 

 shall be a forfeiture as hereinafter provided along with costs and penalty 
 assessments.  Any person failing to pay said forfeiture shall be imprisoned in 
 the Oconto County Jail for a period not to exceed 60 days. 

 
  (a) Local Regulations.  Except as otherwise provided, any person found 

 ;guilty of violating the provisions of this ordinance shall pay a forfeiture of 
 not less than $50.00 nor more than $500.00. 

 
10.1003   TRESPASS 
  It shall be unlawful to enter private lands adjacent to the recreational trail 

 except  with prior approval from the private landowner. 
 
10.1004  CAMPING/PICNICKING/REST STOP 
  It shall be unlawful to camp, picnic, or make a rest stop except in those 

 places  designated by a posted sign authorized by the Committee. 
 
10.1005   HUNTING 
  Hunting will not be allowed on any State Recreation Trail (Nicolet & Oconto 

 River).  
 
Upon conviction of any violation of the following sections of Chapters 9 & 10 of this 
General Code, the following forfeitures shall be imposed. 
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905.2.3  Zoning Ordinances 
 
   905.2.3.1  Parcel Zoning 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14.700 RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY DISTRICT (R-1) 

14.701 Purpose 
This district provides attractive areas for development of single-family residences and protection of such 
residences from incompatible land uses. 
 

14.702 Permitted Uses 
 
1. Cemeteries 
 
2. Churches 
 
3. Community buildings 
 
4. Parks 
 
5. Residence, manufactured home 
 
6. Residence, single-family 
 
7. Schools 
 

14.703 Conditional Uses 
(amended 5-15-97) 
 
1. Bed and Breakfast Establishments 
 
2. Duplexes (added 5-15-97) 
 
3. Day care centers, more than 8 children (added 5-15-97, amended 6-18-98) 
 
4. Utility towers (added 5-15-97) 
 
5. Firework sales (added 5-15-97) 
 
6. Firearm sales and/or service (added 5-15-97) 
 

14.704 Standards (amended 5-15-97) 

 
1. The minimum parcel size and dimensions for pre-existing lots shall be as shown below: 
 
 a. Lots of record in the County Register of Deeds as of July 20, 1966 
 
2. The minimum parcel size and dimensions for new lots shall be as follows: 
 
 a. Sewered lots - 10,000 square feet in area with a minimum building width of 66 feet 
 
 b. Unsewered lots - 20,000 square feet in area with a minimum building width of 100 feet 
 
3. Lots shall meet the standards and other requirements of the Oconto County Land Division Ordinance. 



14.1000 COMMUNITY SERVICE DISTRICT (CS) 
(added 12-17-98) 
 

14.1001 Purpose 
This district provides for areas of use for community services. 
 

14.1002 Permitted Uses 
 
1. Cemeteries 
 
2. Churches 
 
3. Community buildings 
 
4. Clinics 
 
5. Residence, single family, or residence, manufactured home 
 
6. Parks 
 
7. Schools 
 
8. Fire, police, rescue and ambulance protection facilities 
 
9. Utilities 
 

14.1003 Conditional Uses 
 
1. Hospitals 
 
2. Nursing Homes and personal care facilities 
 
3. Utility towers 
 
4. Communication facilities 
 
5. Correctional facilities 
 
6. Community garages and storage facilities 
 
7. Airports 
 
8. Multiple-family homes, only for staff personnel 
 

14.1004 Standards 
 
1. The minimum parcel size and dimensions for pre-existing lots shall be as shown below: 
 
 a. Lots of record in the County Register of Deeds as of July 20, 1966 
 



2. The minimum parcel size and dimensions for new lots shall be as follows: 
 

a. Sewered lots - 10,000 square feet in area with a minimum building width of 66 feet 
 

b. Unsewered lots - 20,000 square feet in area with a minimum building width of 100 feet 
 
3. Lots shall meet the standards and other requirements of the Oconto County Land Division Ordinance. 



14.1100 PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT (PR) 
 

14.1101 Purpose 
This district provides for recreational oriented establishments, as well as encouraging the maintenance 
of natural resources. 
 

14.1102 Permitted Uses 
 
1. Agricultural production and forestry as part of a recreational complex 
 
2. Boat launching facilities 
 
3. Community buildings 
 
4. Golf courses 
 
5. Park, playground or playfield 
 
6. Parking lot 
 
7. Residence, single-family; residence, manufactured home, or multiple-family homes, only for staff 
personnel, provided that the dwelling units are located on the recreational parcel and not on separate 
lots. 
 
8. Wildlife preserve 
 

14.1103 Conditional Uses 
(amended 12-17-98) 
 
1. Amusement and recreational services 
 
2. Commercial facilities accessory to the permitted uses 
 
3. Campgrounds, (private, recreational and religious) 
 
4. Fish hatchery 
 
5. Marina and boat livery 
 
6. Resort 
 
7. Shooting ranges 
 
8. Stables 
 
9. Winter sports area (commercial) 
 
10. Paint ball facilities (added 5-15-97) 
 
11. Utility towers (added 5-15-97) 



 

14.1104 Standards 
 
1. The minimum size of a parcel containing one or a combination of the permitted uses in this district 
shall be 5 acres. 
 
2. No principal or accessory structure shall be located fifty (50) feet of the lot line of an adjoining 
residential property. 
 
3. The perimeter of the site shall be screened to effectively block views from adjoining residential 
property. 
 
4. Marinas and boat liveries shall be governed by the standards of section 14.505 3. 
 
5. In addition, the Board of Adjustment shall review applications and shall determine that the proposed 
use will not conflict with other neighboring uses or with the public's rights in navigable waters.  The basic 
character of the use and the projected intensity of the use shall not exceed the carrying capacity of the 
site or the roads, waters or natural resources or service systems that serve the site. 



14.1200 FOREST DISTRICT (F) 
 

14.1201 Purpose 
This district provides for commercial production of trees, the conduct of forestry practices and related 
uses on large tracts of land that are well suited to these activities.  The intent is to encourage forestry 
and also to recognize the value of forested areas as a recreational resource. 
 

14.1202 Permitted Uses 
(amended 7-22-99) 
 
1. Agricultural production; crops, livestock, or both 
 
2. Forestry, forestry services, logging operations, sawmills, (portable only) and planning mills (portable 
only) 
 
3. Hunting, trapping and game propagation 
 
4. Parks 
 
5. Residence, single-family 
 
6. Residence, manufactured home 
 
7. Residence, mobile home 
 

14.1203 Conditional Uses 
(amended 7-22-99) 
 
1. Camping areas (temporary) 
 
2. Community Buildings 
 
3. Community garages and storage facilities 
 
4. Kennels (added 1-19-95) 
 
5. Landfills 
 
6. Sawmills (permanent) 
 
7. Shooting ranges 
 
8. Utility towers (added 5-15-97) 
 
9. Firearm sales and/or service (added 5-15-97) 
 

14.1204 Standards 
 
1. No residence may be established within areas included within the Wisconsin Forest Crop Program, 



County Forest Lands or State Forest Lands. 
 
2. The minimum parcel size for pre-existing lots shall be as shown below: (amended 5-15-97, 7-22-99) 
 

a. Legal lots of record in the County Register of Deeds as of July 22, 1999 and zoned Forest on 
the official Oconto County Zoning Maps prior to July 22, 1999. (amended 6-18-98, 12-17-98) 

 
3. The minimum size for new lots shall be as follows: (added 12-17-98) 
 

a. Minimum parcel size for new lots shall be 10.0 acres. (amended 7-22-99) 



14.1300 RURAL RESIDENTIAL (RR) 
(amended 6-18-98) 
 

14.1301 Purpose 
This district provides for a mixture of farming, forestry and non-farm residential uses in those rural areas 
that are not suited for large scale agricultural use or large scale forestry practices. 
 

14.1302 Permitted Uses 
 
1. Agricultural production, crops, livestock and forestry 
 
2. Auctions, temporary 
 
3. Residences, manufactured homes 
 
4. Residences, single family 
 
5. Animal shelters, barns and sheds.  These structures housing less than 10 animals units (AU) per acre 
as determined by 14.429 2. shall be located not less than 50 feet from any side or rear lot line. The 
distance these buildings shall be set back from streets and highways shall be as provided in section 
14.410 of the ordinance. Animal shelters, barns and sheds with 10 animals units (AU) per acre or more 
as determined by 14.429 2. will need to comply with the Oconto County Animal Waste Management 
Ordinance. (amended 5-15-97, 2-20-02) (amended 5-23-03) 
 
6. Structures for uses associated with an accessory to permitted or approved conditional uses 
 
7. Utilities 
 

14.1303 Conditional Uses 
 
1. Additions to, expansions of or continued operations of pre-existing uses 
 
2. Conditional uses in the A District 
 
3. Conditional uses in the F District 
 
4. Residences, mobile home 
 
5. Residences, two-family 
 
6. Bed and Breakfast Establishments 
 
7. Day care centers, more than 8 children (added 5-15-97, amended 6-18-98) 
 
8. Utility towers (added 5-15-97) 
 
9. Conditional uses in the R-1 District (added 5-15-97) 
 
10. Firework sales (added 5-15-97) 
 



11. Firearm sales and/or service (added 5-15-97) 
 

14.1304 Standards 
(amended 5-15-97, 12-17-98) 
 
1. Minimum parcel size for pre-existing lots shall be as shown below: (amended 6-18-98, 12-17-98) 
 



a. Lots of record in the County Register of Deeds as of January 1, 1997 and zoned Rural 
Residential (RR) on the official Oconto County Zoning Maps prior to January 1, 1997. 

 
2. The minimum size for new lots shall be as follows: (added 12-17-98) 
 

a. Minimum parcel size for new lots shall be 2.0 acres. 
 
3. Other permitted and conditional uses.  The appropriate provisions of section 14.400 shall apply. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14.1400 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT (A) 
 

14.1401 Purpose 
This district is designed for agricultural uses of land devoted to the growing of crops and the raising of 
livestock. 
 

14.1402 Permitted Uses 
 
1. Agricultural production crops, livestock, forestry  (See SIC Manual). 
 
2. Structures for uses associated with an accessory to permitted or approved conditional uses. 
 
3. Auctions, temporary 
 
4. Christmas tree sales and roadside stands limited to one stand or sales site per farm used solely for 
the sale of products on the premises or nearby premises. 
 
5. Residences, single-family, residences, mobile home.  It is permissible to allow more than one 
structure for human habitation on a farm provided that the dwelling unit is occupied by a person who, or 
a family, at least one member of which earns a substantial part of his/her livelihood from farm operations 
on the parcel and/or is a parent or child of the farm operator or spouse of the farm operator. However, in 
no case may there be more than 3 structures for human habitation located on one parcel. (amended 5-15-97) 
 
6. Maple syrup processing facilities which produce not more than 2,000 gallons per season 
 
7. Utilities 
 
8. Animal shelters, barns and sheds.  These structures housing less than 10 animals units (AU) per acre 
as determined by 14.429 2 shall be located not less than 50 feet from any side or rear lot line.  The 
distance these buildings shall be set back from streets and highways shall be as provided in section 
14.410 of the ordinance.  Animal shelters, barns and sheds with 10 animals units (AU) per acre or more 
as determined by 14.429 2 will need to comply with the Oconto County Animal Waste Management 
Ordinance. (added 8-15-91, amended 5-15-97, 2-20-03, 5-23-03) 
 

14.1403 Conditional Uses 
 
1. Institutional uses: 
 

a. Communication facilities 
 
b. Correctional facilities 
 
c. Fire protection facilities 
 
d. Hospitals and clinics 
 
e. Nursing homes and personal care facilities 
 
f. Schools 

 
2. Governmental uses: 



 
a. Airports 
 
b. Community buildings, garage and storage facilities 
 
c. Parks 

 
3. Religious uses: 
 

a. Churches 
 

b. Religious schools 
 
4. Agriculturally related uses: (amended 5-15-97) 
 

a. Agricultural services 
 
b. Housing for migrant workers 
 
c. Kennels/Catteries (added 1-19-95) 
 
d. Manufacture or processing of foods and beverages where the operation is substantially related 
to the agricultural production of the area 
 
e. Maple syrup processing facilities which produce in excess of 2,000 gallons per season 
 
f. Mixing and manufacturing of feeds and feed ingredients, other than for personal use. 
 
g. Sales, rental and servicing of farm supplies and equipment 
 
h. Sawmills, portable 

 
5. Private Uses: (added 5-15-97) 
 

a. Air strips for private use by property owner 
 
b. Utility towers 
 
c. Firework sales 
 
d. Firearm sales and/or service 

 

14.1404 Standards 
 
1. Permitted Uses:  The minimum parcel size in this district is 10 contiguous acres. (amended 5-15-97, 12-17-98) 
 
2. Conditional Uses:  Conditional uses may be approved only if the Board of Adjustment finds that the 
use will not conflict with agricultural uses on surrounding lands and that the location is necessary after 
consideration of possible alternative locations. 
 
3. Standards for rezoning of lands out of the A district - The County Board may approve petitions for 
rezoning lands out of the agricultural district only upon a finding that such a rezoning is in the public 
interest after consideration of the following factors: 
 

a. Adequate public facilities exist to serve the development or will be provided. 



 
b. Provisions of these facilities and services will not be an unreasonable burden to local 
governments. 
 
c. Land is suitable for development. 
 
d. The development will not cause unreasonable air or water pollution, soil erosion or adverse 
effects on rare or irreplaceable natural areas. 
 
e. Potential conflict with remaining agricultural land and uses in the area. 
 
f. Need for the proposed development in the location specified 
 
g. Availability of alternative locations 
 
h. Productivity of the agricultural lands that are involved or affected 
 
i. Whether the development as proposed is located to minimize the amount of agricultural land 
converted 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14.2100 CONSERVANCY DISTRICT (C) 
(amended 5-15-97) 
 
1. District Boundaries.  This district shall include all wetlands within the shoreland jurisdiction of this 
ordinance which are 2 acres or more (excluding point symbols) and which are shown on the Wisconsin 
Wetland Inventory maps as interpreted on May 9, 10 and 11, 1989 that are hereby adopted and made a 
part of this ordinance.  A portion of a wetland which is less than 2 acres in size and which is located in the 
unincorporated shoreland area within the county, shall be included in the shoreland jurisdiction where the 
wetland as a whole is 2 acres or larger but extends across the corporate limits of a municipality, across 
the county boundary or across the shoreland limits, so that the wetland is not regulated in its entirety by 
the county. Secondly, this district shall include all those areas beyond the shoreland jurisdiction which are 
shown as wetlands 2 acres or larger on the aforementioned wetland maps.  Where an apparent 
discrepancy exists between the wetland district boundary shown on the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory 
maps and actual field conditions at the time the maps were adopted, the Zoning Administrator shall 
contact the appropriate district office of the Department of Natural Resources to determine if the wetland 
boundary as mapped is in error.  If the Department staff concur with the Zoning Administrator that a 
particular area was incorrectly mapped, the Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to immediately 
grant or deny a zoning permit in accordance with the regulations applicable to the correct zoning district.  
The Zoning Administrator shall subsequently initiate a map amendment to correct the discrepancy within 
a reasonable time. (amended 5-21-92, 5-15-97, 12-17-98) 
 
2. Purpose.  This district provides for the conservation and protection of natural resources.  This district 
includes swamps, marshlands, wetlands, river and lake shores which have particularly sensitive natural 
resource features and other lands of natural resource value.  The purpose of this district is to maintain 
safe and healthful conditions, to prevent water pollution, to protect fish spawning grounds and aquatic life 
and to preserve shore cover and natural beauty.  Development in this district should be limited and when 
development is permitted, it should occur in a manner that minimizes its adverse impacts.  This district is 
applied as an overlay district, and these provisions shall be in addition to any underlying zoning district 
requirements.  This district is seldom suitable as building sites for the following reasons: 
 

a. Septic systems will not function because of high groundwater. 
 
b. Water supplies are often polluted by septic tank wastes that have not been adequately 
absorbed by the soil. 
 
c. Foundations and roads crack due to poor support capabilities and frost action. 
 
d. Flooding is common in spring and other times of highwater. 
 
e. Wetlands provide fish spawning and wildlife habitat, and the natural plant and animal 
communities found in wetlands provide ecological balance to a watercourse.  Wetlands help to 
prevent water pollution and flooding problems. 

 

14.2102 Permitted Uses 
 
1. The following uses shall be allowed subject to the general shoreland zoning regulations in section 
14.500, the provisions of Chapters 30 and 31 of the Wisconsin Statutes, and the provisions of other state 
and federal laws, if applicable: 
 

a. Activities and uses which do not require the issuance of a zoning permit, but which must be 
carried out without filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling or excavating. 

(1) Hiking, fishing, trapping, hunting, swimming and boating. 
 
(2) The harvesting of wild crops, such as marsh hay, ferns, moss, wild rice, berries, tree fruits 



and tree seeds, in a manner that is not injurious to the natural reproduction of such crops. 
 
(3) The practice of silviculture, including the planting, thinning and harvesting of timber. 
 
(4) The pasturing of livestock and the construction and maintenance of fences. 
 
(5) The cultivation of agricultural crops. 
 
(6) The construction and maintenance of duck blinds. 

 
2. Uses which do not require the issuance of a zoning permit and which may involve filling, flooding, 
draining, dredging, tiling or excavating to the extent specifically provided below: 
 

a. Temporary water level stabilization measures, in the practice of silviculture, which are 
necessary to alleviate abnormally wet or dry conditions that would have an adverse impact on the 
conduct of silviculture activities if not corrected. 
 
b. Dike and dam construction and ditching for the purpose of growing and harvesting cranberries. 
 
c. Ditching, tiling, dredging, excavating or filling done to maintain existing agricultural drainage 
systems only to the extent necessary to maintain the level of drainage required to continue the 
existing agricultural use. 
 
d. The construction and maintenance of piers, docks and walkways, including those built on 
pilings. 
 
e. The maintenance, repair, replacement and reconstruction of existing town and county 
highways and bridges. 

 

14.2103 Conditional Uses 
 
1. The construction and maintenance of roads which are necessary to conduct silvicultural activities or 
are necessary for agricultural cultivation, provided that: 
 

a. The road cannot, as a practical matter, be located outside the wetlands; and 
 
b. The road is designed and constructed to minimize the adverse impact upon the natural 
functions of the wetlands and meets the following standards: 

 
(1) The road is designed and constructed as a single lane roadway with only such depth and 
width as is necessary to accommodate the machinery required to conduct agricultural and 
silvicultural activities; and  
 
(2) Road construction activities are carried out in the immediate area of the roadbed only; and 
 
(3) Any filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling or excavating that is done is 
necessary for the construction or maintenance of the road. 

 
2. The construction and maintenance of non-residential buildings used solely in conjunction with raising of 
waterfowl, minnows or other wetland or aquatic animals or uses solely for some use permitted in the 
Conservancy District, if such building cannot, as a practical matter be located outside the wetland is not 
designed for human habitation, and provided that: 
 

a. Any such building does not exceed 500 square feet in floor area; and 
 



b. No filling, flooding, draining, dredging, ditching, tiling or excavating is to be done. 
 
3. The establishment and development of public and private parks and recreational areas, public boat 
access sites, natural and outdoor educational areas, historic and scientific areas, wildlife refuges, game 
preserves and private wildlife habitat areas provided that: 
 

a. Any private recreational or wildlife habitat area is used exclusively for that purpose; and 
 
b. Ditching, excavating, dredging, dike and dam construction may be done in wildlife refuges, 
game preserves and private wildlife habitat areas, but only for the purpose of improving wildlife 
habitats or to otherwise enhance wetland values. 

 
4. The construction and maintenance of electric, gas, telephone, water and sewer transmission and 
distribution lines, and related facilities by public utilities and cooperative associations organized for the 
purpose of producing or furnishing heat, light, power or water to their members, provided that: 
 

a. The transmission and distribution lines and related facilities cannot, as a practical matter, be 
located outside the wetland; and 
 
b. Any filling, excavating, ditching or draining that is done is necessary for such construction or 
maintenance and is done in a manner designed to minimize flooding and other adverse impacts 
upon the natural functions or the wetlands. 

 
5. The construction and maintenance of railroad lines, provided that: 
 

a. The railroad lines cannot, as a practical matter, be located outside the wetland; and 
 
b. Any filling, excavating, ditching or draining that is to be done must be necessary for such 
construction or maintenance and must be done in a manner designed to minimize flooding and 
other adverse impacts upon the natural functions of the wetland. (amended 4-17-90) 

 
6. In addition to the above, all activities under these provisions shall be subject to Ch. NR 102 Water 
Quality Standards for Wisconsin Surface Waters and Ch. NR 103 Water Quality Standards for Wetlands. 
(added 5-20-93) 
 

14.2104 Prohibited Uses 
Any use not listed in section 14.2102 and 14.2103 is prohibited, unless that portion is rezoned by an 
amendment of this ordinance in accordance with the requirements of section 59.69 (5) (e) Wisconsin 
Statutes, Chapter NR 115 Wisconsin Administrative Code and sections 14.2105 and 14.3300 of this 
ordinance. 
 

14.2105 Re-Zoning Lands in the Conservancy District within the Shoreland Jurisdiction



1. For all proposed text amendments and map amendments to the conservancy district within the 
shoreland jurisdiction as defined in section 14.501 and 14.2101 1., the appropriate district office of the 
Department of Natural Resources shall be provided with the following: 
 

a. A copy of every petition for a text map amendment, within 5 days of the filing of such petition 
with the county clerk; 
 
b. Written notice of the public hearing to be held on a proposed amendment at least 10 days prior 
to such hearing.  Such petition shall include a copy of the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory Map 
adopted as part of this Ordinance describing any proposed rezoning of a Shoreland Wetland, 
and; 
 
c. A copy of the county zoning agency's findings and recommendations on each proposed 
amendment within 10 days after the submission of those findings and recommendations to the 
county board; 
 
d. Written notice of the county board's decision on the proposed amendment within 10 days after 
it is issued. 

 
2. Wetland portions of the Conservancy District shall not be re-zoned if the proposed re-zoning may result 
in a significant adverse impact upon any of the following: 
 

a. Storm and flood water storage capacity; 
 
b. Maintenance of dry season stream flow, the discharge of groundwater to a wetland, the 
recharge of groundwater from a wetland to another area, or the flow of groundwater through a 
wetland; 
 
c. Filtering or storage of sediments, nutrients, heavy metals or organic compounds that would 
otherwise drain into navigable waters; 
 
d. Shoreline protection against soil erosion; 
 
e. Fish spawning, breeding, nursery or feeding grounds; 
 
f. Wildlife habitat; 
 
g. Areas of special recreational, scenic or scientific interest, including scarce wetland types 

 
3. If the Department of Natural Resources has notified the county zoning agency that a proposed 
amendment to the Wetland portion of the district may have a significant adverse impact upon any of the 
criteria listed, that amendment, if approved by the county board, shall contain the following provisions: 
 

a. This amendment shall not take effect until more than 30 days have elapsed since written notice 
of the county board's approval of this amendment was mailed to the Department of Natural 
Resources. 
 
b. During that 30 day period, the Department of Natural Resources may notify the county board 
that it will adopt a superseding shoreland ordinance for the county under section 59.692 (6) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes. 
 
c. If the Department notifies the county board, the effect of this amendment shall be stayed until 
the adoption procedure under section 59.692 (6) is completed or otherwise terminated. 

 



14.2106 Re-zoning Lands in the Conservancy District Beyond the Shoreland Jurisdiction 
All decisions on the proposed map amendments to the conservancy district beyond the shoreland 
jurisdiction shall be in accordance with section 14.3300 of this ordinance. 
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905.2.3.2 Shoreland Zoning Ordinances 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shoreland Zoning Ordinances 
 

14.500      ZONING STANDARDS FOR USE OF SHORELANDS ALONG   
      NAVIGABLE WATERS 
 

14.501 The Shoreland Standards Apply to the Following Lands 
 
1. All lands in unincorporated parts of Oconto County within one thousand (1,000) feet of the ordinary 
high water mark of navigable lakes, ponds or flowages.  Lakes, ponds or flowages in Oconto County shall 
be presumed to be navigable if they are listed in the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
publication - "Surface Water Resources of Oconto County" or are shown on the United States Geological 
Survey quadrangle maps or other zoning base maps which are hereby incorporated by reference and made 
a part of this ordinance.  If evidence to the contrary is presented, the county Zoning Administrator shall 
make the initial determination whether or not the lake, pond or flowage in question is navigable under the 
laws of this state.  The county Zoning Administrator shall also make the initial determination of the 
location of the ordinary high water mark.  When questions arise, the county zoning administrator shall 
contact the appropriate district DNR office for a determination of navigability or ordinary high water 
mark. (amended 12-17-98) 
 
2. Within three hundred (300) feet of the ordinary high water mark of all navigable rivers or streams, or to 
the landward side of the floodplain, whichever distance is greater.  Rivers and streams in Oconto County 
shall be presumed to be navigable if they are designated as either continuous or intermittent waterways on 
the United States Geological Survey quadrangle maps or other zoning base maps which are hereby 
incorporated by reference and made a part of this ordinance.  If evidence to the contrary is presented, the 
county Zoning Administrator shall make the initial determination whether or not the river or stream in 
question is navigable under the laws of the state.  The county Zoning Administrator shall also make the 
initial determination of the location of the ordinary high water mark.  When questions arise, the county 
Zoning Administrator shall contact the appropriate district DNR office for a determination of navigability 
or ordinary high water mark.  Flood Hazard Boundary Maps and the existing county zoning maps shall be 
used to determine the extent of the floodplain or navigable rivers or streams in Oconto County. 
 
3. Under Section 281.31(2)(d), Wisconsin Statutes, notwithstanding any other provision of law or 
administrative rule promulgated thereunder, this Shoreland section does not apply to lands adjacent to 
farm drainage ditches if: 
 

a. Such lands are not adjacent to a natural navigable stream or river; and (amended 12-17-98) 
 
b. Those parts of such drainage ditches adjacent to such lands were not navigable streams before 
ditching; and 
  
c. Such lands are maintained in non-structural agricultural use. 

 
14.502 County Jurisdiction, Other Jurisdiction 

 
1. The regulatory jurisdiction of Oconto County for shoreland protection purposes commences at the 
ordinary high water mark of navigable waters.  Jurisdiction is vested in the State of Wisconsin, 
Department of Natural Resources, for activities which involve the bed of navigable water bodies or which 
involve the use or occupancy of waters themselves.  The regulatory jurisdiction of the State of Wisconsin, 
Department of Natural Resources, or of other state agencies or of the federal government may extend 
above the ordinary high water mark.  Activities such as beach building and maintenance, the construction 
or maintenance of shoreline retaining walls, sea walls and shoreline protection structures and activities, 
piers, docks, boathouses, etc., may involve overlapping jurisdictions of Oconto County and of state and 
federal agencies. 
 



2. Permits authorized by Oconto County for work within shorelands may need to be supplemented with 
permits or approvals granted by the State of Wisconsin under chapter 30 of the Wisconsin Statutes or 
other applicable state regulations or by the federal government.  Oconto County may delay processing of 
permits or approvals until all other permits are obtained if required to do so by state or federal agencies, or 
where doing so will give the county information that will be useful and necessary in applying county 
standards. 
 
3. Copies of all notices of public hearings and copies of all final decisions regarding conditional uses, 
variances, appeals for map or text interpretations and map or text amendments involving lands within the 
shoreland jurisdiction shall be transmitted to the appropriate officials of the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources.  Hearing notices shall be sent at least 10 days prior to the hearings; decision notices 
shall be sent within 10 days after the decision is filed. (amended 1-19-95) 
 
4. State agencies regulated - Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, towns and counties 
are required to comply with this ordinance and obtain all necessary permits.  State agencies are required to 
comply if section 13.48 (13) Wisconsin Statutes applies.  The construction, re-construction, maintenance 
and repair of state highways and bridges by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation are exempt when 
section 30.12 (4) (a), Wisconsin Statutes applies. 
 

14.503 The Regulatory Concerns and Objectives of Oconto County in Applying Zoning 
Standards for use of Shorelands on Navigable Waters 

 
1. Further the maintenance of safe and healthful conditions and prevent and control water pollution 
through: 
 

a. Limiting structures to those areas where soil and geological conditions will provide a safe 
foundation. 
 
b. Establishing minimum lot sizes to provide adequate area for private sewage disposal facilities. 
 
c. Controlling filling and grading to prevent serious erosion problems. 

 
2. Protect spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life through: 
 

a. Preserving wetlands and other fish and aquatic habitat. 
 
b. Regulating pollution sources. 
 
c. Controlling shoreline alterations, dredging and lagooning. 

 
3. Control building sites, placement of structures and land uses through: 
 

a. Separating conflicting land uses. 
 
b. Prohibiting certain uses detrimental to the shoreland area. 
 
c. Setting minimum lot sizes and widths. 
 
d. Regulating side yards and building setbacks from waterways. 

 
4. Preserve shore cover and natural beauty through: 
 

a. Restricting the removal of natural shoreland cover. 
 
b. Preventing shoreline encroachment by structures. 
 



c. Controlling shoreland excavation and other earth moving activities. 
 
d. Regulating the use and placement of boathouses and other structures. 

 
14.504 Minimum Parcel Sizes 

The following minimum lot sizes are established within the shoreland jurisdiction unless larger parcels are 
required by applicable zoning or subdivision standards. (amended 6-18-98) 
 
1. Lots served by public sanitary sewers shall have 66 feet at the building line, 66 feet of road frontage 
measured at right angles at the right-of-way, and 100 feet at the ordinary high water mark.  These lots 
shall have a minimum area of 10,000 square feet. 
 
2. Lots not served by public sanitary sewers shall have 100 feet at the building line, 100 feet of road 
frontage measure at right angles at the right-of-way, and 100 feet at the ordinary high water mark.  These 
lots shall have a minimum area of 20,000 square feet. (amended 1-19-95) 
 

14.505 Setbacks of Buildings and Structures from the Water 
 
1. Basic setback rule:  No building or structure, except as provided in section 14.410 3. or section 14.502 
2. shall be located closer than 75 feet from the ordinary high-water mark. (amended 4-17-90) 
 
2. Averaging to reflect existing development patterns - The basic setback rule of 75 feet may be subject to 
modification to reflect existing development patterns as provided in section 14.410 4. 
 
3. Special regulations for boathouses, marinas, boat liveries or similar structures.  A county zoning permit 
shall be required for these structures and the following standards shall apply: (amended 4-17-90) 
 

a. All structures and uses shall comply with the standards of Chapter 30, Wisconsin Statutes and 
of other state and federal laws or regulations, where applicable. 
 
b. No structure shall be allowed to impede the free movement of water or to cause formation of 
land upon the bed of a water body. 
 
c. Erosion, sedimentation or impairment of fish or wildlife habitat shall be prevented. 
 
d. All structures and activities shall be designed, constructed and located so as to preserve natural 
beauty of the shoreland area. 
 
e. Boathouses:  Boathouses shall not exceed 12 feet wide, 24 feet long and 10 feet in height or 
extend closer than 3 feet to the ordinary high-watermark.  Boathouses roofs shall not be used as a 
deck.  Boathouse shall not include plumbing or sanitary fixtures, patio doors or any similar 
feature, and shall not be used for human habitation. 
 
f. Marinas and boat liveries shall be located a distance greater than 500 feet from public bathing 
beaches, parks or boat access points.  They shall be designed and constructed so as not to interfere 
with the adjacent riparian owners uses of the water for swimming, fishing or boating; nor interfere 
or obstruct with the public's free navigation.  Fueling pumps and tanks shall be located a minimum 
of 2 feet above the ordinary high-water mark, and no fuel hose shall extend beyond a point 
necessary to fuel boats at the closest proximity to land.  Marinas shall be equipped with facilities 
for the disposition of domestic waste from boats.  Holding tanks shall be located above the 
ordinary high-water mark and in accordance with the Sanitary Code. Adequate parking areas shall 
be provided.  No building or structure shall be located closer than 50 feet from the lot line of an 
adjoining residential parcel, or 75 feet from the ordinary high water mark.  Minimum lot width at 
the waters edge shall be 125 feet. 

 



g. Satellite dishes are defined as a structure and shall comply with this section and section 14.3003 
6.(a)(1)(a). 

 
14.506 Alteration of Surface Vegetation 

Cutting of trees and shrubbery within the shoreland area shall be regulated as follows to protect the natural 
beauty, control erosion and reduce the flow of effluents, sediments and nutrients into the waters: (amended 
5-15-97) 
 
1. In a strip of land 35 feet wide inland from the ordinary high-water mark, no more than 30 feet in any 
100 feet of frontage may be clear-cut.  In the remaining 70% of the length of this strip, selective cutting 
only shall be permitted.  Such cutting shall leave sufficient trees and other vegetation so as to: (amended 
12-17-98) 
 

a. Screen uses of the landward side of the strip as seen from the water; and 
 
b. Maintain shore or channel bank stabilization; and 
 
c. Retard the flow of pollutants from shorelands; and 
 
d. Protect aesthetic values. 

 
2. In shoreland areas located more than 35 feet inland from the ordinary high-water mark, tree and shrub 
cutting shall be governed by consideration of the effect on water quality, natural beauty, consideration of 
sound forestry practices and soil conservation practices.  The tree and shrubbery cutting regulations 
required by this ordinance shall not apply to the removal of dead, diseased or dying trees or shrubs.  Slash 
material shall be disposed of lawfully. 

 
14.507 Land Surface Alterations 

 
1. Filling, grading or excavating - A grading permit shall be required prior to any filling, excavating, 
grading or similar alteration of the existing surface contours of any shoreland area: 
 

a. For any filling or grading of any area which is in the shoreland jurisdiction which has surface 
drainage toward the water and on which there is either: (amended 5-15-97) 

 
(1) Filling or grading where a single area of more than 500 square feet is exposed or where 
the cumulative exposed area exceeds 1000 square feet. 
 
(2) Any filling or grading on slopes of 20% or more. 

 

b. Any activities that involve lands other than wetlands shall be governed by the following 
standard: 

 
(1) Applications shall be denied if the activity threatens to cause unreasonable erosion, 
sedimentation or disruption of fish or wildlife habitat and any permits that are granted shall be 
conditioned with standards designed to prevent such problems from arising. 

 
2. A conditional use permit shall be required prior to filling, excavating, grading or similar alterations of 
the existing surface contours of any shoreland area in excess of 10,000 square feet. 
 
3. A conditional use permit is not required to install paving when such paving is otherwise allowable 
under this ordinance provided that the activity is conducted and the paved area is designed as to minimize 
erosion, sedimentation or transport of pollutants or nutrients into the water. 
 



4. Land surface alteration in the Conservancy District must be consistent with section 14.2100 of this 
ordinance. 
 
5. In addition to 1-4 above, all activity under these provisions shall be subject to Ch. NR 102 Water 
Quality Standards for Wisconsin Surface Waters and Ch. NR 103 Water Quality Standards for Wetlands. 
(added 5-20-93) 
 

14.508 Work with Respect to Waterways 
 
1. A conditional use permit shall be required to undertake any of the following activities within the 
shoreland jurisdiction: 
 

a. To construct an artificial waterway, channel, ditch, lagoon, pond, lake or similar waterway 
where the purpose is ultimate connection with an existing navigable stream, lake or other body of 
navigable water; or (amended 5-20-93, 7-22-99) 
 
b. To connect any unnatural or artificially constructed waterway, canal, channel, ditch, lagoon, 
pond, lake or other similar waterway with an existing body of navigable water; or 
 
c. To initiate any lagooning, dredging or ditching to create channels, lagoons, ponds or to 
channelize or alter the channel or any surface waterbody, whether or not navigable. 

 
2. Decisions on such permits shall be governed by the requirements of Chapter 30, Wisconsin Statutes, 
section 14.1900 of this ordinance, other applicable state and federal laws, and upon whether the activity 
can be conducted so as to prevent unreasonable erosion, sedimentation or impairment of fish or wildlife 
habitat. 
 
3. Provided, however a conditional use permit shall not be required for the construction or repair of public 
roads, flood control structures, or for conservation practices such as terracing, the installation of 
diversions, grass waterways, sub-surface drainage, non-navigable drainage ditches, stream stabilization by 
rip-rapping or vegetative cover or docks accessory to private dwellings except that they must meet the 
general requirements of this section. 
 
4. In addition to 1-3 above, all activity under these provisions shall be subject to Ch. NR 102 Water 
Quality Standards for Wisconsin Surface Waters and Ch. NR 103 Water Quality Standards for Wetlands. 
(added 5-20-93) 
 

14.509 Other Shoreland Provisions 
 
1. No landfill, junk or salvage yard may be established within the shoreland jurisdiction.  Pre-existing 
facilities may not be extended or enlarged. 
 
2. Buildings, pens and structures used for housing, sheltering or feeding of livestock shall be located, 
designed and constructed so as to prevent animal wastes form entering waters and located not less than 
100 feet from the ordinary high-water mark. 
 
3. The installation or alteration of on-site waste disposal facilities within the shoreland area shall be 
governed by the rules and regulations of the Oconto County Sanitary Ordinance and the state regulations 
promulgated under Chapter 145, Wisconsin Statutes. 
 
4. The dumping or disposal of any materials that are toxic or that would in any manner create a health 
hazard or nuisance or would harm public rights in navigable waters including surface irrigation, lagooning 
or burial of sewage or similar waste materials is prohibited within the shoreland jurisdiction.  This 
provision does not apply to spreading of fertilizer, manure or farm chemicals to the land, provided careful 
practices are employed. 
 



5. No signs or commercial advertising shall hereinafter be erected so as to be visible from the water except 
intermittent streams mapped on the U.S.G.S. Topographic maps. (amended 12-17-98)  

 
14.510 Non-Conforming Structures in the Shoreland Zone (added 6-18-98) 

 
1. As required by Wis. Stats., where a building or structure violates only the dimensional or use standards 
of the shoreland portion of this ordinance and does not violate any other provisions of this ordinance, and 
the violating building or structure has been in place more than ten years before an enforcement action is 
initiated, such building or structure shall be treated as a legal nonconforming structure.  All provisions of 
Section 14.408 of this ordinance shall apply to such nonconforming buildings or structures.  Any property 
owner asserting as a defense to a charge of violating this ordinance that the alleged violation has been in 
place more than ten years before enforcement action was initiated has the burden of proving that: 
(amended 12-20-01) 
 

a. The building, structure or use that is in violation has been in place more than ten years before 
enforcement action was initiated; 
 
b. The building or structure (and its use, if the use is nonconforming) has remained essentially 
unchanged for at least ten years; 
 
c. The use of the building or structure has been active and continual for ten years or more.  If the 
use was discontinued for more than twelve months, that use shall not be considered active and 
continual. 

 
2. As required by Wis. Stats., if a landowner can establish that a nonconforming structure that violates 
only the dimensional or use standards of the shoreland portion of this ordinance and does not violate any 
other provisions of this ordinance has been destroyed or damaged after October 14, 1997 by violent wind, 
fire, flood or vandalism, the structure may be reconstructed or repaired to the size, location and use it had 
immediately before the damage occurred, subject to the following conditions: (amended 12-20-01) 
 

a. The structure that is destroyed or damaged due to a deliberate act by the landowner or by his or 
her agent, or due to general deterioration or dilapidated condition, may not be reconstructed or 
repaired, except in conformance with the standards of this ordinance. 
 
b. Except as provided in Wis. Stats., nonconforming buildings that are subject to regulation under 
a floodplain zoning ordinance may not be reconstructed or repaired except in compliance with the 
floodplain portion of this ordinance. 
c. A plan to mitigate the adverse effects of nonconformity shall be developed and submitted prior 
to repair or reconstruction of any destroyed or damaged nonconforming structure.  The plan shall 
be approved by the Zoning Administrator prior to the issuance of a zoning permit.  The plan shall 
include an implementation schedule and shall comply with the following requirements: 

 
(1) The nonconforming structures sanitary system, if any, shall be brought up to current 
standards for new construction. 
 
(2) A buffer of native vegetation shall be planted or restored to the extent possible beginning 
at the ordinary high water mark and continuing for a distance of 35 feet inland.  To the extent 
possible, such buffer shall comply with current Wisconsin Forestry Best Management 
Practices for Water Quality, shall provide effective, permanent erosion and sediment control 
and shall, within five years, provide at least 75% visual screening of  the nonconforming 
structure, as seen from the water. 
 
(3) Stormwater and runoff shall be controlled in compliance with the current version of The 
Wisconsin Stormwater Manual. 
 



(4) Exterior building materials shall be colored as to make the structure visually 
inconspicuous. 

 
(5) Any grading, filling or dredging associated with reconstruction or repair must comply with 
Section 14.507 of this ordinance. Excess fill, rock or materials associated with reconstruction 
or repair shall be removed from the site. 
 
(6) Any construction activities, including mitigation activities required by this section, shall 
comply with all applicable standards of the current version of the Wisconsin Construction Site 
Best Management Practice Handbook. 

 
d. The landowner shall bear the burden of proof as to the size, location or use a destroyed or 
damaged nonconforming structure had immediately before the destruction or damage occurred. 
 
e. Repairs are authorized under this provision only to the extent that they are necessary to repair 
the specific damage caused by violent wind, vandalism, fire or flood, and only that portion of the 
nonconforming structure that has been destroyed may be reconstructed. 
 
14.511 Minor Structures in the Shoreland Zone 

As required by Wis. Stats., special zoning permission for the construction or placement of a structure in 
the shoreland setback area can be granted if the following conditions are met: (added 6-22-00) 
 
1. The structure is located at least 35 feet from the ordinary high water mark. 
 
2. The total floor area of all the structures in the shoreland setback area of the property will not exceed 200 
ft2. 
 
3. The structure has open or screened sides. 
 
4. A plan to mitigate the adverse effects of the structure has been developed and approved by the Zoning 
Administrator prior to the issuance of the zoning permit.  The plan shall include an implementation 
schedule and shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

a. A buffer of native vegetation shall be planted or restored to the extent possible beginning at the 
ordinary high water mark and continuing for a distance of 35 feet inland.  To the extent possible, 
such buffer shall comply with current Wisconsin Forestry Best Management Practices for Water 
Quality, shall provide effective, permanent erosion and sediment control and shall, within five 
years, provide at least 70% visual screening of  the lot. 
 
b. Stormwater and runoff shall be controlled in compliance with the current version of The 
Wisconsin Stormwater Manual. 
 
c. Exterior building materials shall be colored as to make the structure visually inconspicuous. 
 
d. Any grading, filling or dredging must comply with Section 14.507 of this ordinance. Excess fill, 
rock or materials associated with the construction shall be removed from the site. 
 

e. Any construction activities, including mitigation activities required by this section, shall comply with all 
applicable standards of the current version of the Wisconsin Construction Site Best Management Practice 
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910 TIMBER SALE HISTORY 
 
910.1 ANNUAL GROSS TIMBER SALE RECEIPT 

Oconto County Forest 

Year Gross Receipts  Year Gross Receipts 
1933 $0.00    1974 $28,700 
1934 $0.00    1975 $35,115 
1935 $0.00    1976 $61,915 
1936 $0.00    1977 $71,411 
1937 $0.00    1978 $101,983 
1938 $171    1979 $130,700 
1939 $0.00    1980 $187,708 
1940 $0.00    1981 $147,872 
1941 $0.00    1982 $126,403 
1942 $385    1983 $160,204 
1943 $914    1984 $131,248 
1944 $3,537    1985 $134,735 
1945 $4,494    1986 $201,573 
1946 $6,235    1987 $279,071 
1947 $6,065    1988 $238,465 
1948 $3,167    1989 $284,379 
1949 $3,773    1990 $255,389 
1950 $4,850    1991 $225,863 
1951 $5,176    1992 $222,352 
1952 $6,083    1993 $252,154 
1953 $4,893    1994 $372,142 
1954 $8,212    1995 $375,451 
1955 $6,747    1996 $397,362 
1956 $7,994    1997 $380,878 
1957 $12,666   1998 $341,386 
1958 $13,877   1999 $412,688 
1959 $9.044    2000 $455,748 
1960 $6,764    2001 $595,909 
1961 $8,547    2002 $524,817 
1962 $10,669   2003 $478,075 
1963 $22,597   2004 $467,070 
1964 $11,415  Total          $8,390,948 
1965 $10,050 
1966 $11,492 
1967 $9,826     
1968 $20,647    
1969 $11,216    
1970 $18,982    
1971 $20,669    
1972 $15,719    
1973 $25,306   
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915 PERMITS, USE AGREEMENTS, POLICIES AND CONTRACTS 
 
915.1 TIMBER SALE CONTRACT  
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915.2 TIMBER SALE EXTENSION / RENEWAL POLICY  

  Duration and Extension of Contracts 

 (a) All contracts will be issued for not less than six months nor more 

than 2 years, unless otherwise stated on advertisement and/or 

contracts.  Contracts will be dated to expire on the anniversary of 

the sale.  Exceptions may be made in cases of extenuating 

circumstances. 

 (b) A one year extension, if deemed necessary by the seller, may be 

granted at the same stumpage rate as the original contract or 5% 

increase.  Each successive extension will have a progressive 10% 

increase in stumpage rates.   

 (c) The maximum time duration of a timber sale contract, including 

extensions, shall be 4 years.  Extension beyond this period of time 

shall be considered by the committee only in the event of special 

justification.  Special stumpage rate adjustments may be made. 

(b) If purchasers do not wish to have contracts renewed or extended 

appropriate penalties may be assessed.   

 (e) The contractor may request a contract release due to severe 

physical or financial disability.  The committee shall determine 

whether or not a release shall be granted and may withhold all or 

a portion of the bond deposit for damages. 
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915.3  FIREWOOD PERMIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  FIREWOOD PERMIT 
 FEE $10.00 
   
    Mail to: Forestry & Parks Department 
     301 Washington Street 
     Oconto, WI 54153 
 
AUTHORIZATION is hereby given to ______________________________________________ 
whose address is _____________________________________ Phone No. _________________ 
to cut tops or down firewood on county owned lands on the following description: 
 
PERMIT NO.___________________________________ 
 
Legal Description: Sec.________ T_________N, R_________E 
 
CONDITIONS: 
 
1. Only slash or down wood not suitable for pulpwood or logs may be cut.  Any wood 

decked cannot be removed.  If questions, call for verification. 
 
2. No young trees or sprouts may be damaged. 
 
3. Cutting of unauthorized wood is grounds for revocation of this permit and prosecution. 
 
4. Motorized vehicles (tractors) must stay on existing logging roads 
 
5. ATV’s are not permissible. 
 
6. Oconto County may immediately cancel or revoke this permit for any reason by giving 

oral notice to the permittee.   
 
7. Permittee must follow all applicable Oconto County Forestry and Parks Rules and 

Regulations. 
 
8. Permittee will use the wood for himself/herself and shall not sell the wood. 
 
9. Permittee indemnifies and holds harmless Oconto County from all claims, damages or 

liability resulting from any action or inaction of the permittee, its employees or agents. 
 
10. This permit will expire on ___________________ or 10 Cords cut. 
 
11. Permittee must carry Firewood Permit with them when obtaining wood. 
 

____________________________________ 
Signature of Permittee 

 
OCONTO COUNTY FOREST, LANDS & PARKS COMMITTEE 
 
BY:____________________________________________  ________________ 

OCONTO COUNTY FOREST ADMINISTRATOR DATED 
 



 
 SALVAGE OF FIREWOOD 
 FROM OCONTO COUNTY FOREST LANDS 
 
OCONTO COUNTY will permit salvage of firewood for private use from the County Forest 
under the following conditions: 
 
1. A permit is required by any person who wishes to salvage firewood on the County Forest. 
 
2. Firewood cutting is confined to areas where a timber sale has been completed and 

logging debris is available or small blow downs on the forest since it is not economically 
feasible to set up timber sales. 

 
3. Firewood permits are restricted to residents and/or landowners of Oconto County.  

Firewood taken is for personal use only and is not to be sold. 
 
4. No more than 10 standard cords (4' x 4' x 8') per household, per year may be cut. 
 
5. Maps showing the designated cutting area are available from the Oconto County Forestry 

Office on request. 
 
6. Anyone found cutting or removing firewood or other forest products outside of the 

designated areas shown on the maps or described on the permit is subject to arrest for 
timber theft. 

 
7. Fines up to $5,000.00 or imprisonment up to 5 years or both may be assessed against 

anyone for timber theft. 
 
8. Look for this sign below for this permit area: 

 
 

OCONTO COUNTY 
 

FIREWOOD PERMIT 
 

CUTTING AREA 
 
 

NO.  
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915.4  PRIVATE ACCESS – LAND USE PERMIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 ROAD ACCESS PERMIT ON COUNTY LAND 
 FEE: $25.00 
 

 Mail to:       Forestry & Parks Department 
               301 Washington Street 

      Oconto, WI 54153  
 

Permission is hereby granted to ________________________ whose legal address is 
___________________________  to use existing road on County Land described 
as:______________________________ to access permittee’s property located in the Town of 
________________, Oconto County Wisconsin, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. No new road may be constructed. 

 
2. Right-of-way may not exceed thirty-three (33) feet in width. 
 
3. The permittee shall be responsible for the maintenance of the roads covered by this permit.  
 
4. No road on county owned land may be posted or have a gate put on it by the permittee. 
 
5. Where the road crosses county owned lands, no dumping of rubbish or debris within the right-of-

way or adjacent lands is permitted. 
 

6. Trees designated to be removed must be severed from the stump and all merchantable wood will 
be estimated prior by Forestry Personnel and sold to permittee at stumpage rates in Oconto 
County Timbersale Hand Book.  Stumpage must be paid prior to construction. 

 
7. No ATV’S. 
 
8. This permit is valid for two years from the date issuance and cannot be assigned. 
 
9. This permit will be renewed by the Forest, Parks, & Recreation/Land Information Systems Sub-

committee, unless terms of this permit have not been complied with by permittee. 
 
 
 OCONTO COUNTY FOREST, PARKS & RECREATION SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
 
__________________________________  BY:_______________________________ 
Date        County Forest Administrator 
 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby accept the above and foregoing permit subject to all of the conditions above 
specified and agree to be bound thereby. 
 
_________________________________  BY:_______________________________ 

Permittee 



ROAD ACCESS PERMIT ON COUNTY LAND FOR SILVICULTURE 
 
Permission is hereby granted to ______________________ whose legal address is _________ 
_______________________________________to use existing road on County Land described 
below:  Section 36, Township 27 North, Range 20 East, the SW ¼ of SE ¼, located in the Town 
of Abrams, Oconto County Wisconsin, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. This permit can only be given for silviculture purposes and purposes covered under 

Section 14.7 of Oconto County Code of Ordinance.  The permittee must obtain a 
conditional use permit under Section 14.703 or apply for a rezone under Section 14.705 
for any prohibited use under Section 14.704. 
 

2. No fill may be deposited in any wetland area. 
 

3. The relocation of existing roads must have its route approved by the Forest, Parks & 
Recreation Committee or its authorized representative. 
 

4. The right-of-way may not exceed thirty-three (33) feet in width. 
 

5. Provisions for the free flow of water must be provided for, according to the natural 
pattern of drainage, in all road construction. 
 

6. The permittee shall be responsible for the maintenance of the roads covered by this 
permit. 
 

7. No road on county owned land may be posted or have a gate put on it by the permittee. 
 

8. Where the road crosses county owned lands, no dumping of rubbish or debris within the 
right-of-way or adjacent lands is permitted. 
 

9. This permit cannot be assigned. 
 

10. This permit is valid for two years from the date issuance and expires December 2007. 
 

OCONTO COUNTY FOREST, PARKS & RECREATION SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
 
_____________________________  BY:________________________________ 
 Date       County Forest Administrator 
 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby accept the above and foregoing permit subject to all of the conditions 
above specified and agree to be bound thereby. 
 
____________________________  BY:________________________________ 
Date       Permittee 
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915.5  CAMPING POLICY / PERMIT 
 
 Except in designated County Forest Recreation Areas, No overnight 

camping including tents, trailers, cars and trucks, portable hunting and 
fishing cabins will be permitted, without first obtaining a permit from the 
Forest Administrator,   Any camper or campers who violate the rules and 
regulations of this Chapter, including cutting or defacing timber, carelessness 
with fire. violation of game and fishing laws of the State, or improper 
disposal of garbage and litter shall be subject to ejection from the County 
Forest and subject to the penalties provided by this Chapter, Chapter 10  and 
State Laws. 
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 915.5.1 NORTH BAY SHORE CAMPGROUND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NORTH BAY SHORE PARK  CANCELLATION FEE TWO WEEKS PRIOR $10.00 
OCONTO COUNTY, WISCONSIN CANCELLATION FEE WITHIN TWO WEEKS $15.00 
CAMPING PERMIT and RECEIPT           NO. 
 
           Campsite No. __________________ 
 
NAME    ________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS  ________________________________________ 
           RECEIVED:  
CITY, STATE,  ZIP ________________________________________   $16.00/NIGHT $ ________________ 
 
 This Permit is issued and accepted subject to the     NO. NIGHTS $_________________ 
 Conditions listed on the reverse side. 
           TOTAL  $_________________ 
SIGNATURE 
OF PERMITTEE _______________________________________________ 
 
           INCLUSIVE DATES 
 
           From  _________________ 1:00 p.m. 
 
           To      _________________ 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
            FORESTRY & PARKS 
 
 
            ________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   LICENSE   MAKE   MODEL 
 
   No.s 

 
TENT         HOUSE   POP    UP  TRUCK                 MOTOR             NO. IN            NO.  OF 
                        TRAILER                                    CAMPER                 HOME               PARTY             DAYS 

TYPE OF CAMPING UNIT



WELCOME CAMPERS 
 

We sincerely hope you enjoy your visit to this campground and cooperate with us in helping to keep it 
clean. 

 
CONDITIONS OF PERMIT 

 
(a) A maximum of 4 Adults or one family consisting of Husband & Wife and their own children to 

age 18 shall occupy a single site.  Additional Adults shall pay for and occupy an additional site 
under the terms of this permit. 

  i. No camping unit shall be set up beyond the defined limits of the campsite. 
  ii. One camping unit per site. 

(b) Camping is prohibited, except in designated areas in county parks or county recreation areas.  It 
shall be unlawful to camp in such areas without permit and payment of such fees as may be 
required. 

 (c) No camping party shall move from its assigned site to another campsite without prior approval. 
 (d) All camping permits expire at 1:00 p.m. on the last day of the period. 
 (e) Firewood is available for sale at the Field House, gathering of wood within the park is prohibited. 

(f) The willful destruction of trees in any manner is prohibited.  Violation of this rule is grounds for 
immediate expulsion from the park. 

(g) No camping party shall set up or take down its camping unit between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and 
the following 6:00 A.M. 

(h) It shall be unlawful to park any motor vehicle outside the parking area designated at each campsite 
and not more than 2 motor vehicles are permitted to any campsite. 

(i) Violation of any state law, or county ordinance, by a member of a camping party is cause for 
revocation of the camping permit. 

 (j) Reservations Courthouse Only. 
i. It shall be unlawful for any person to obtain a camping permit for use by a camping party 

of which he is not a member. 
(k) Dogs and other pets will be allowed in the park area provided they are on a leash at all times and 

cleaned up after.  No Pets in the Beach Area. 
 (l) Any party occupying a campsite shall be allowed the use of only one table or electrical outlet. 

(m) No Firearms or Bows and Arrows are permitted in the Campground.  Violation will result in 
immediate expulsion. 

(n) Disorderly conduct, loud or obscene language, or violation of the 10:30 curfew will be grounds for 
revocation of the camping permit. 

(o) Refund Policy: 
  

1. Cancellation request must be made in writing 2 weeks in advance (copy of permit/permit 
sent back).  Cancellation fee $10.00. 

2. Cancellation request within two weeks will only be refunded if site is filled. 
 Cancellation fee $15.00. 

(p) A minimum reservation is 2 nights on non-holiday weekends and 3 nights for holiday weekends.  
The site will be held until check-out time of the next day after the reservation was made for. 

 
 Oconto County Accepts no liability from loss or damage as a result of this permit or its affects. 
 

Oconto County Courthouse 
Forestry & Parks Department 

301 Washington Street 
Oconto, WI 54153 

(920) 834-6995 
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915.5.2 PRIMITIVE CAMP SITES 
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915.6  TREE STAND POLICY 

  Hunting Scaffolds, Ground Blinds And Cutting Lanes: 

 

 (1) Elevated Scaffolds. It shall be unlawful to construct, occupy or use any 

elevated scaffold or other elevated devise, except that are portable provided 

they are completely removed each day at the close of hunting hours or ½ 

hour after dusk and provided such devices do no damage to trees in which 

they are placed. 

  

 (2) Ground Blinds. It shall be unlawful to construct, occupy, or use a ground 

blind for any purpose that is not built from existing natural ground debris. 

No materials may be brought in or existing vegetation (brush and trees) cut.  

After purpose ends (example - hunting season ends), blinds must be 

dismantled and not reassembled until one (1) month prior to purpose begins 

(example - one (1) month prior to hunting season).  

    

 (3) Cutting Lanes.  No person shall occupy or use a ground blind or hunting 

scaffold where unlawful cutting of brush or trees has occurred within the 

past 12 months to aid in shooting or seeing distances. 

 

 Damage:  It shall be unlawful to put nails, spikes, screws, bolts, staples or 

other similar items on or into trees or any natural growth on any county 

property, except as authorized by the committee or its agents by written 

permits, contract, or policy. 
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915.7   UTILITY ACCESS PERMIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UTILITY ACCESS PERMIT ON COUNTY LAND 
Fee $25.00 

 
 

Permission is hereby granted to ________________________________________ whose legal 
address is _______________________________________________________to install/maintain 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Oconto County, Wisconsin. 
 
 
1. Description of utility item:__________________________________________________ 
2. Exact location:___________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Provisions for the free flow of water must be provided for, according to the natural 
pattern of drainage. 

4. Permittee shall be responsible for calling digger's hotline when working on property 
covered by this permit. 

5. The permittee shall be responsible for the maintenance of 
________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________ covered by this permit. 

6. If merchantable trees are to be removed, volumes will be determined by forestry 
personnel and sold to permittee as current stumpage volumes in the Oconto County 
Timber Sale Handbook.  Stumpage must be paid prior to starting installation. 

7. This permit is valid for two years from the date issuance, and will be renewed unless 
conditions of permit are breached. 

8. This permit cannot be assigned.  If any conditions of this permit are broken, permit may 
be revoked. 

9. Permittee may control ground vegetation on permitted property. 
 
 
OCONTO COUNTY FOREST, PARKS, & RECREATION SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
BY:__________________________________ DATE: _____________________ 
 County Forest Administrator 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby accept the above and foregoing permit subject to all of the conditions 
above specified and agree to be bound thereby. 
 
BY:__________________________________ DATE:______________________ 
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915.8   SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION 
FEE:  $10.00 

 
 

_____________________________whose legal address is___________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ hereby apply for (road access, 
motorized vehicle, fishing tournament, special recreational, utility) permit on Oconto County 
Forest/Parks land described as follows:  
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Please attach appropriate map if necessary) 
 
My activity requires the following specifications for use (road access or trail development): 
 
Length  ____________  Width     ____________ 
Height  ____________  Surface Requirements   ____________ 
Other  ____________ 
 
I have the following equipment to maintain, improve, construct the project/event under this permit: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Will there be a charge for public use of these lands/participate in event under this permit? YES OR NO 
 
 
Will donations be asked for to maintain these lands/participate in event?   YES  OR  NO 
 
Number of active membership/employees _______________ 
 
Non-profit or for profit organization_____________________________________________________ 
 
I qualify as a non-profit organization whose goals are to _____________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
and which we have established by-laws to insure their fulfillment. 
 
Not compatible with any of the following other uses: _______________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
because of the reasons listed below: _____________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The estimated expenses to maintain the _____________ in a safe manner is _____________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________ __________________________________ 
Signature       Date 
 
 
 



 
 
Office Use Only 

 

Application fee received on :_________________________ 
Inspected by: _____________________________________ 
Date of Inspection: ________________________________ 
Committee Meeting Date: ______________________  Approved _______  Denied ________ 
If denied, explain: 
 
If approved, received $25.00 fee and issued permit no. ___________ 
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915.9   PARK FACILITY PERMIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 PARK FACILITY PERMIT 
 
 FEE $50.00 DEPOSIT $25.00 – Grange /North Bay Shore/Riverside 
 FEE $35.00 DEPOSIT $15.00 – Chute Pond (Sept 22-April 30) 
 FEE $75.00 DEPOSIT $25.00 – Chute Pond (May1-Sept 21) 
 
AUTHORIZATION is hereby given to ______________________________________________ 
whose address is __________________________________________________________ to rent 
a park facility for an organized group. 
 
TYPE OF PARK FACILITY: 
 
DATE: 
 
OTHER CONDITIONS: 
 
This permit is issued under Section 10.701 of the Oconto County Code of Ordinance and is 
subject to all the following: 
 
Conditions: 
 
1. Whenever more than 50 persons request to use any park facility this permit must first be 

obtained. 
 
2. A deposit of $25.00 is required to secure the clean-up of said park facility. 
 
3. A fee of $50.00 is required for use and reservation of said park facility.  
 
4. No pet shall be allowed in pavilion, on beach, picnic area, or playground. 
 
5. No ground fires.  All fires to be in a grill designed and sold for such purposes and used in 

a safe manner. 
 
6. Ashes.  No ashes or hot coals are to be dumped on the ground or in any garbage cans not 

expressly provided for said use. 
 
7. All garbage and litter must be placed in the appropriate container provided. 
 
8. No person shall park a motor vehicle beyond the established parking area. 
 
9. No person shall drive motor vehicle beyond the established road ways. 
 
10. It is illegal to posses any firearm, air gun, or bow and arrow. 
 
11. No fireworks, rockets, or explosive devices. 
 
12. The park is closed from 10:30 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. 
 



 
13. Excessive noise will not be permitted.  No loudspeaker or other amplified music is 

allowed without first obtaining a written permit. 
 
14. Anyone who is of legal age can consume alcoholic beverages.  No glass containers will 

be allowed.  Oconto County urges sensible and safe consumption of these beverages. 
 

 
 

__________________________________ 
Signature of Permittee 

 
 
OCONTO COUNTY FOREST, PARKS, & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
 
BY:______________________________________ _______________________ 

Oconto County Forest Administrator   Date 
 
 
 
DATE PARK INSPECTED: 
 
HAVE THE CONDITIONS OF THE PERMIT BEEN FOLLOWED? _______   ________ 
                                                                                                                YES           NO 
 
IF NO, EXPLAIN: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YES, THE CONDITIONS OF THE PERMIT HAVE BEEN FOLLOWED.  THE $15.00 
DEPOSIT WAS REFUNDED TO _______________________________________ON 
_______________________________________CHECK NO.______________________ 
 
           

 
 
RETURN ADDRESS: 
 
FORESTRY & PARKS DEPARTMENT 
301 WASHINGTON STREET 
OCONTO WI 54153 
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915.10   ATV SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ATV SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
 
 
DISABLED PERSON 10.301(2)  

 
 

RESTRICTED USE 10.302 
 
 - COMMERCIAL 
 
 - INDIVIDUAL 
 

 
 
 
____________________________________________________________ is exempt from 
Section 10.302 and 9.900 of Oconto County Code of Ordinance.  Entitlement is granted for ATV 
use on lands owned or controlled by Oconto County entered under Wisconsin State Statutes - 
Section 28.11.   Also, is exempt from Section 9.717 of the Oconto County Code of Ordinances 
where a gate exist which will allow vehicular access. 
 
Permittee hereby agrees not to allow anyone other than those directly aiding permittee to use said 
access permit and those aiding permittee must be accompanied by permittee at all times. 
 
Permittee may not cut any trees or damage county property. 
 
Permittee hereby agrees not to cause damage to any road or trail by vehicular use and is 
responsible for its repair. 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
Forest & Park Administrator    Date 
 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
Permittee      Expiration Date 
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915.11   BEAVER CONTROL PERMIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BEAVER CONTROL PERMIT 
 

 
AUTHORIZATION is herby given to __________________________ whose address is 
__________________________________________________________ who owns the 
following described land which is being directly affected by a beaver dam: 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONDITIONS: 
 
Permittee states as fact by signing said permit that a diligent attempt has been made to 
trap or shoot all beaver using said beaver pond and that all lodges are vacated. 
 

1. Permittee must assume all liability for any down stream flooding caused by 
removal of beaver dam.  Permittee must present Oconto County with 
Certificate of Insurance. 

2. This permit will expire _______________________. 
3. This permit authorizes the removal of a beaver dam on the following 

described land: 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Removal may be with hand tools or by blasting.  Blasting may only be 
conducted by a blaster licensed by the State of Wisconsin and who carried 
liability insurance. 

 
_____________________________ 
Signature of Permittee 
 

OCONTO COUNTY FOREST, PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
BY:________________________________  __________________ 
 Forest & Park Administrator      Date 
 
Mail to: Forestry & Parks Department 
  301 Washington Street 
  Oconto, WI 54153 
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915.12   ENCROACHMENT PERMIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENCROACHMENT PERMIT ON COUNTY FOREST PROPERTY 
FEE $300.00 per item prior to 2006 

FEE $600.00 per item after January 1, 2006 
 
 

Mail to:  Forestry & Parks Department 
     301 Washington Street 
     Oconto, WI 54153 
 
Permission is hereby granted to ______________________________________ whose 
legal address is ________________________________________ to have the following 
physical encroachment on County Land described as: 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
Oconto County Wisconsin, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. No other encroachments, other than those listed above, will be allowed.  
Violation of this provision may result in cancellation of this permission and 
possible COUNTY action to enforce its property. 
 

2. PERMITTEE agrees to notify the COUNTY of any diminution or termination 
of the encroachment. 
 

3. The COUNTY continues full ownership, title, and control to said COUNTY 
property. 
 

4. PERMITTEE agrees to waive any rights to any declaration of ownership of 
interest in the said encroached COUNTY property, and assumes no interest or 
title as a result of entering into this agreement. 
 

5. The COUNTY reserves the right to cancel this agreement upon written notice 
to PERMITTEE only upon asserting good cause and only after PERMITTEE 
is allowed opportunity to challenge the good cause before the County Forests, 
Parks, & Recreation Sub-committee. 
 

6. Evidence of the permission contained herein shall be filed in the office of the 
Oconto County Register of Deeds in the form of a license, a copy of which is 
attached and incorporated herein. 
 

7. Any filing or recording fee required to comply with Paragraph 6 herein shall 
be paid by the PERMITTEE. 
 



8. This permit is valid for two years from the date issuance and cannot be 
assigned. 
 

9. This permit will be renewed by the Forest, Parks, & Recreation/Land 
Information Systems Sub-committee, unless terms of this permit have not 
been complied with by permittee. 

 
 

OCONTO COUNTY FOREST, PARKS & RECREATION/LAND INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
 
_________________________________  BY:__________________________ 
Date                County Forest Administrator 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby accept the above and foregoing permit subject to all of the 
conditions above specified and agree to be bound thereby. 
 
_________________________________  BY:__________________________ 
Date                 Permittee 
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915.13 OTHER  
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920 FACILITIES AND REPORTS 

 

920.1 RECREATIONAL INVENTORY  

Following are the current recreational opportunities on the Oconto County Forest: 

• North Bay Shore Campground  

• 34 Camp Sites 

• Boat Landing 

• Day Use 

• 37 Primitive Camping Sites 

• Machickanee Shooting Range 

• Machickanee Horse Trail (16 miles) 

• Machickanee Cross Country Ski Trails (7.25 miles) 

• Nature/Hiking Trails (Machickanee – 7.25 miles) 

• Snowmobile Trails (only mile on County Forest) – 51 miles 

• ATV Trails (only mile on County Forest) – 31 miles 

• Improved Boat Landings 

• Patzer Park 

• Underwood Lake 

• Weso Flowage 

• Undeveloped Water Access Points 

• Bass Lake 

• Holt Lake (includes handicap wooden walkway) 

• Perch Lake 

• Reader Lake 

• Cooley Lake (includes handicap wooden walkway) 

• Wolf Marsh 
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920.2 STATEMENT OF COUNTY FOREST LOAN  
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920.3  COMMENT SHEET/RESPONSE ON PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example of comment sheet and posted on county web page 
until May 1, 2005.  Comment and County’s Response on 

following pages. 
 

Comment/Suggestion Form 
Oconto County 10 Year Forestry Plan 
Oconto County 5 Year Recreation Plan 

 
Comment period ends May 1, 2005, mail or drop this off at the Forest/Parks Department, Oconto 

County Courthouse, 301 Washington St., Oconto, WI 54153 
 

Further comments may also be submitted by electronic mail to  
robert.skalitzky@co.oconto.wi.us 

 
What do you feel should be included in the 10 Year County Forest Plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you feel should be included in the 5 Year Recreation Plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any other comments: (use reverse if needed) 
 
 
 
 
 



1) The forest product industry has a large economic impact on Oconto County and I 
encourage continued management for harvest on the Forest.  In particular I’m 
interested in the aspen component of the Forest.  Clear-cutting of aspen for natural 
regeneration of same provides incredible habitat for grouse, deer, woodcock, hare and 
many other animals and plant species. 

 
Aspen acreage is declining at a dangerous pace in the Great Lakes States and we need 
to maintain our current inventory and increase it, if this is possible. 
 
Hunting and related activities have a huge impact on the economy of Oconto County. 
 Proper aspen management for habitat requires several age classes (3-5) to promote 
ideal conditions.  I encourage Oconto County to continue the proper practice it 
already engages in management of their forest. 
 
County Response – Oconto County plans on continuing proper aspen 
management. 
 

2) A.  When the county awards a logging contract the contract should include a 
requirement that a 50’ to 100’ buffer of uncut trees should be maintained. 

 
County Response – Oconto County often does leave buffer, but the buffer is 
harvested in the future at appropriate times. 
 
B. All county forest roads should allow snowmobiles to use their roads to get to the 

nearest funded trail. 
 
County Response – will be addresses in Chapter 700 – not in favor of all roads. 
 
C. Consider using county forest roads be open to snowmobiles. 

 
County Response – will be address in Chapter 700 – some county forest roads 
will be opened as snowmobile route. 
 

3) A Christmas Tree Permit for county residents in restricted areas in the county forest 
(Balsam or Spruce trees only). 

 
County Response – Forest committee feels permit would be to hard to enforce 
and plenty of private Christmas tree business’s. 
 

4) This e-mail is in regards to the new position Recreation Officer in Oconto County.  
We feel Troy Sherman did great job at his new position as Recreation Officer.  As far 
as ATV patrol is concerned.  Troy met our expectations.  He was out there most 
weekends, whether in  his truck or on the ATV.  We think word got out there that 
Oconto County had law enforcement on the trails.  We hope the county will keep this 
position because it has had an impact on slowing people down and keeping the 2% 
bad riders riding some place else.  Thank you for all the help and work with this 



issue. 
 

County Response – Committee agrees with comments and supports the 
Recreation Officer. 
 

5) This letter is to give our input into the future of the ATV Trail System in Oconto 
County.  We would like to see expansion at the trail head.  We need more parking on 
a busy weekend, people have to park on the road.  It would be nice to have some 
rustic camping sites.  This is a request we get from the website a lot about camp and 
ride area.  In the future, we would like to see some type of building at the trail head, 
we could have our events there and people could rest and get out of the weather when 
riding for the day.  We want to thank Oconto County for the use of county land for 
this trail system.  It has had an economic impact in the area.  We look forward to 
working with the county on any issues that may come up with the Dusty Trials trail 
system.  Things have gone ok in the past as I am sure they will go in the future. 

 
County Response –  

1. Expansion of Trail Head – Committee supports other parking closer 
to businesses and municipalities.  2005-2006 ATV Grant Application 
includes expanding/developing other parking on county forest. 

2. Rustic Camping – These campsites exist and are in 2005-2006 ATV 
Grant Application for funding. 

3. Building at Trail Head – Committee would like to see building 
closer to businesses and municipalities.  Committee not in favor of 
expanding existing trail head. 

 
6) The town board will like you to keep in mind the damage that we are getting on 

secondary town roads in Bagley.  We are hoping the problem can be improved in the 
coming season with what the county can do with forest road crossings and what the 
ATV club can do to help with road repair and maintenance.  Please keep this in mind 
when making decisions on the forest use plan.  Thank you for your time. 

 
County Response – Committee understands problems with ATV’s on town 
roads.  Recreation Officer will be encouraged to work town roads more if 
possible.  Towns could adopt a stricter Ordinance for ATV’s on town roads.  If 
the town roads have county forest on both sides, committee would be open to 
having towns relinquish roads and take over as county forest roads.  
 

7) We would like to now what your five year recreational land plan use and your 10 year 
forest land plan is.  We own recreational land in Oconto County and are against any 
further ATV trails and development of county forest.  We were unable to attend the 
open house meeting.   

 
County Response – Committee does not intend on adding any additional ATV 
miles, unless small segments to connect additional parking areas. 
 



8) A.  Signage of rules to usage of trails, postage of ski trails, postage of horse 
trails/snowmobile trails, enforcement and monitoring Machickanee area. 

 
County Response – Forestry Department working on signage in this area.  
Recreational Officer encouraged to monitor Machickanee more often. 
 
B. On Machickanee Ski Trail of Coralberry a bridge over ravine to avoid mud hole 

as well as roots of cedar trees. 
 
County Response – Instead of an expensive bridge, county will develop an 
additional 200 ft of trail to avoid this ravine. 
 
C. Thank you to all for having this public hearing to give us the opportunity to have 

a voice in Oconto County’s future. 
 

9. Received 6 comments requesting the opening of 2 recently burmed logging roads in 
the Breed unit off Becker Road that lead to the South Branch of Oconto.   

 
County Response – Committee agreed to open the western most road and keep 
the eastern road closed.  The western road was opened without authorization by 
others prior to Forestry Department arrival to open. 
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925.1 OCONTO COUNTY SNOWMOBILE MAP 
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925.2 OCONTO COUNTY FOREST CROSS-COUNTRY SKI TRAILS 
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925.3 CERTIFIED COUNTY FOREST ROAD MAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













 900-52

925.4 OCONTO COUNTY ATV MAP 
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925.5 MACHICKANEE HORSE TRAILS 
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925.6 SECONDARY/TEMPORARY ROADS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















 900-55

 

925.7 OCONTO COUNTY RECREATION MAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



925.8 LAKES & TROUT STREAMS 
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OCONTO COUNTY

Balcom Lake 65 62 SE P P P
Barnes Lake 34 25 X SE P P P
Barney Spring 1 1 DG
Bass Lake T31N R18E S14 16 25 W SE C P
Bass Lake T32N R15E S09
     (Wickser) 142 40 19 BR X SE C P C
Bass Lake T32N R17E S22 12 11 BR DN C C A                   E
Bear Lake 78 16 W X DG P C P P
Bear Paw Lake 49 20 BR X SE P C C
Beaver Lake 8 22 X DN P C
Benz Lake 11 8 SE
Berry Lake 201 27 8 BR X SE C C P
Big Gillett Lake (Gillett) 34 26 BR DG P P C C
Big Island Lake 37 25 R X DG C P A
Binder Lake 22 17 SE P
Birch Lake 4 10 X SE
Boot Lake 235 38 19 BR X SE P C C P A
Boulder Lake 362 11 7 BR X SP P P C P C
Boundary Lake (Bass) 37 19 7 BR X DN P P C A
Bowman Lake 11 39 DG P P P
Brooks Lake 9 15 DG P
Buck Lake 8 8 W SE
Bullfrog Lake 16 19 SE C
Caldron Falls Reservoir* 1,018 40 15 BR X DG C C P C P
Camp Five Lake 16 13 X DG
Camp Four Lake (Bass) 24 18 W SE P P
Camp Lake 15 18 W X DG P C C
Cave Lake (Krake, Small Bass) 21 34 X SE C C
Cedar Lake T32N R15E S12 4 25 X SP C C
Cedar Lake T32N R17E S12 20 5 SE
Chain Lake 81 50 12 BR X SP P C C
Chicken Crop Lake (Cave) 20 19 X SE C P
Chicken Foot Lake (Chicken) 50 20 W X SE P C C
Christie Lake (Christy) 387 10 T DN
Chute Pond 421 19 7 BR X DG C C P
Company Lake 15 49 SE C
Cooley Lake 60 43 16 T X DG P P
Crab Lake 9 10 SE C
Crooked Lake 143 37 11 BR X DG C C P                   E
Deadman Lake 37 47 BR X SP P C
Deep Lake 3 20 DG P C C
Deer Lake 27 5 SP C
Dell Lake (Spruce) 35 10 W SE
Delzer Lake 8 35 SE
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OCONTO COUNTY

continued

Dollar Lake 2 13 X SE
Dombroski Lake (Dombrowski) 4 19 SE
Explosion Lake 31 27 R X SP P C A
Fanny Lake 19 18 T X SE P P
Far Lake 3 22 SP C C
Farr Lake 13 14 T X SE
Finnegan Lake 18 38 BR SE P C A                   E
First Lake 9 24 SE
Flower Lake (Grass) 45 6 W SE
Forbes Spring 2 2 DG C
French Lake (Shay) 29 29 X DG C C C
Frog Lake 6 19 SE
Funk Lake 31 18 DG C P
Gaffney Lake 9 14 SE C P
Gilkey Lake 20 6 BR DN C P                  E
Glocke Lake (Gluckie) 28 8 W X SE
Gray Lake (Grey) 11 21 SP C
Green Lake 22 25 BR X SE C P
Grignon Lake 26 17 BR DG P P C
Grindle Lake (Waupee) 42 23 BR SE C C C
Hagen Lake (Hogen) 27 26 SE C A
Halfmoon Lake 26 38 11 R X SE C C
Hells Acre Springs 3 16 T DG
Hickey Springs 1 4 SP
Hidden Lake 36 45 X DG P P
Hills Pond 10 6
Hoerth Lake (Herth) 6 23 SE P P P
Holt Lake 6 23 T SE C C
Horn Lake 134 11 6 BR X SP C P C C
Horn Shaped Lake 6 15 R SE C
Impassable Lake 84 5 DG P P P
Island Lake, Lower 12 26 X DG P C P
Island Lake, Upper 16 18 T X DG C P C
Jocko Lake 17 31 DG P C P
John Lake 103 26 BR X DG C C P E
Johnson Lake 6 6 SE
Jones Lake, Lower 5 14 SE
Jones Lake, Upper 1 15 SE
Jones Springs, Lower 3 7 T X DG C
Jones Springs, Upper 4 12 T X DG C
Kathleen Lake (Warder) 23 33 X SE C C
Kelly Lake 326 41 14 BR X DG C P C P
Key Lake (Little Long) 10 18 SE
Klaus Lake 22 50 SE
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OCONTO COUNTY

continued

Kobus Lake 4 5 W SE P
Krake Lakes 3 4 W SE
Kuplie Lake 15 22 SE P P P
Lackawanna Lake (Crystal) 9 3 R DG P P P
Lauder Lake 9 9 SE
Ledge Lake (Pine) 34 19 SE P
Leigh Flowage (Lee)
     (Including Marl Bay and
     Rice Bay) 231 52 12 BR X DG C P C C
Lily Lake 5 49 SE P
Lincoln Lake 13 16 R SE P P
Line Lake 2 15 T X SE
Little Archibald Lake 56 65 SE P P
Little Bass Lake 3 25 SE C C
Little Bear Lake 12 14 W X SE C C
Little Gillett Lake 16 25 BR DG P C P
Little Horn Lake 24 22 R X SP P P P
Little Maiden Lake 39 17 R X DG P C C
Little Pickerel T31N R18E S01 5 17 W DG P P C
Little Pickerel T33N R15E S11 24 23 X SP P P P
Little Squaw Lake 15 11 SE P P
Little Wapato Lake 9 11 X SE
Long Lake T30N R19E S31 38 22 BR SE P P
Long Lake T32N R15E S09 9 6 SE
Lost Lake T31N R18E S09 6 27 W DN C A
Lost Lake T32N R15E S24 3 2 W DG
Machickanee Flowage (Stiles) 463 21 6 BR X DG C C C C EZ
Maiden Lake 269 52 BR X DG C P C P
Makholm Lake (Macholm) 13 52 BR SE P P P
Marsh Lake 3 17 W SE P
Mary Lake* 156 9 W X DG C P
McComb Lake 20 34 BR X SE P P P
Midget Lake 7 20 X SE C P
Miller Lake 16 20 X SE C C
Miriam Lake 7
Montana Lake* 135 28 15 BR X DG P P P
Moody Lake 18 9 BR SE
Mosquito Lake 6 20 X DG P P P
Mountain Lake, North (Spruce) 10 3 W SP C
Mountain Lake, South (Spruce) 10 6 T SE P A
Mud Lake T31N R19E S30 4 7 W SE
Munger Lake 96 19 5 BR X SP P C P P E
Nelligan Lake 50 26 7 BR X SE P C P
Newton Lake (Savage) 19 33 DG C C C
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OCONTO COUNTY

continued

No Mans Lake 1 24 SE
Oconto Falls Pond 167 28 10 BR X DG C P C P
Papoose Lake 2 5 SE
Pat Lake 10 13 SP P P P
Paya Lake 121 40 20 BR X SE C P C
Pecor Lake (Pecard) 20 28 8 W X SP P P P
Perch Lake T31N R18E S13 8 24 T SE P C
Perch Lake T32N R15E S29 13 10 T DN P C
Pete Lake 4 21 SE P P P
Peterson Lake 8 56 SE C
Pickerel Lake T31N R18E S01 32 18 BR DN C P P
Pickerel Lake T33N R15E S11 127 15 BR X DG P P P
Pine Lake 5 15 X SE C
Pine Ridge Lake (Long) 46 27 T X SE C C
Plantation Lake (Fish, Smoke) 21 17 R SE P A
Ponsegrau Lake 2 8 W SE
Porcupine Lake 30 20 BR DG P C C
Quill Lake (Porcupine) 24 31 W X DG P C C
Ranch Lake 48 44 11 T X SE P P P
Range Lake, Lower 5 22 W DG C C
Range Lake, Upper 4 16 W X DG C C
Reader Lake 6 22 T SE C C
Reservoir Pond 417 16 5 BR X DG C C A
Rost Lake 91 29 10 BR X SE P C P
Round Lake 28 31 BR DN C
Savage Lake 6 29 SE
Schutt Lake 16 15 SP P P C
Second Lake 6 30 SE
Section Thirty Lake 7 11 W X SE P C
Sellin Lake 16 17 SE P
Shadow Lake 27 7 DN P P C
Shay Lake T31N R18E S18 66 36 13 BR X SP C C
Shay Lake T32N R15E S17 50 36 X SE C P
Small Bass Lakes (Cave) 19 27 W X SE A P
Smoke Lake 51 7 BR X SP P P
Spice Lake 20 34 SE
Spies Lake 6 4 W SE
Spring Lake 13 14 W SP P C P
Spruce Lake 15 7 SE C
Squaw Lake 22 19 SE P P P
Star Lake 63 21 BR SE P C
Sullivan Springs 4 2 T SP C
Sunrise Lake (Sand) 22 32 SE P P
Surprise Lake (Bass) 70 30 BR X SE P P C C
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OCONTO COUNTY

continued

Swansons Lake 4 11 W DG C C
Temple Lake 20 3 DG P P
Townsend Flowage (Wheeler) 476 30 9 BR X DG C C A
Trout Lake 22 25 X SP C C
Turtle Lake T30N R18E S35 4 5 SE
Turtle Lake T31N R17E S13 2 7 SP C P
Twin Lake, East 5 23 W X SE P C
Twin Lake, West 6 11 W X SE P
Ucil Lake (Veil, Herl) 22 33 BR SE C C C
Underwood Lake 45 37 15 BR X SE P C A
Unnamed T31N R18E S18-08 20 31 DN
Valley Lake (Yavell) 15 43 W X DG C C P
Veil Lake 54 13 BR SE C P C
Wades Lake 3 7 W SP
Wapato Lake, Lower (Poison) 38 10 W X DG P P P
Wapato Lake, Upper (Poison) 50 10 R X DG P P P
Warington Lake 11 20 SE
Waubee Lake 137 20 10 BR X SE P P P C P C
Waupee Flowage 89 9 4 BR X DG P P P
Waupee Lake 34 2 W X SE
Wescott Lake 38 27 14 BR X SP C P A
Westphall Lake 24 10 X SE
Wheeler Lake 293 35 15 BR X SE P C C C C
White Lake 49 49 21 BR X DG P P P
White Potato Lake 978 11 5 BR X SE P C P C C
Wichser Lake (Bass) 15 61 X SE C P
Winslow Lake (Long) 58 33 SP P P C
Wiscobee Lake 32 40 BR DG P P C
Yankee Lake* 12 20 T SE P P

ONEIDA COUNTY

Aidenn Lake 20 21 W SE P C
Aldridge Lake (Range Line) 134 12 R DN P P C P
Alice Lake T36N R08E S16 10 15 SE C C
Alice Lake T38N R06E S10 17 21 SE P A
Alligator Lake 3 12 SP
Alva Lake 201 36 R X SE P P C P C
Angelo Lake 34 12 SE P C C
Arbutus Lake (Starvation) 78 20 SE C A
Arneson Lake 6 11 SE C
Atkins Lake*(Mud) 151 4 x X DN P C
Baggs Lake 10 11 W SE P P
Baker Lake 42 9 SP P C P
Bass Lake T35N R09E S24 26 18 BR SE P P P
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