
PLSS ORDINANCE  
  

Ordinance No. 287-1996 Public Land Survey System (PLSS) Remonumentation 
  
Ordinance No. 287-1996 
  
TO: HON. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS 
  
RE: PUBLIC LAND SURVEY SYSTEM (PLSS) REMONUMENTATION 
  
WHEREAS, the U.S. Public Land survey System is one of the finest systems ever devised for describing 
and marking land, and 
  
WHEREAS, it provides a basis for a clear unambiguous title to the land together with the physical 
means by which that title can be related to the land it describes, and 
  
WHEREAS, this system has one serious flaw, it requires the perpetuation of the monuments set by the 
original government surveyor, and 
  
WHEREAS, time, activities of man an nature, and the impacts of urban development have served to 
destroy many of these corners, and 
  
WHEREAS, a need exists to protect and perpetuate these U.S. Public Land Survey corners to locate all 
of these corners to a scientifically designed map projection and control network, and 
  
WHEREAS, once the basic survey system is established it may be used by attorneys, abstractors, 
assessors, utility corporations, government agencies (state, county, town, city and village), Planning & 
Zoning, Forest, Parks and Recreation, and Highway. As well as for sewage, expressway, airport, harbor 
commissions, and soil and water conservation districts. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Oconto County Board of Supervisors as 
follows: 
SECTION 1: Sec. 9.8 of the Oconto County Code of Ordinances is created so as to read as follows: 
  
9.8 PUBLIC LAND SURVEY SYSTEM (PLSS) REMOUNUMENTATION.  

  
(1) Statutory Authorization. This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 
59 of the Wisconsin Statutes and AE-7 Wisconsin Administrative Code. 
  
(2) Intent. 

  
(a) The intent of the Oconto County Corner Restoration Program is to 
accomplish the remonumentation and referencing of corner locations which 
were established during the original Public Land Survey in the 1840's as 
required by State Statutes and to file the information with the County Surveyor 
so that the corner information and location is not lost as required by State 
Statutes. 
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(b) To preserve these positions that reference and convey ownership to assist 
Oconto County's Land Records program and to add control to the ongoing GIS 
(Geographic Information System) development within Oconto County. 
(c) In order to carry out this intent, Oconto County will pay licensed land 
surveyors for setting and/or referencing a monument at the location of section, 
quarter, and meander corners and preparing a U.S. Public Land Survey 
Monument Record Form. 
(d) The intent of the Oconto County map filing is to maintain a procedure of 
filing land survey maps. 
(e) The intent of the Land Information Data section is to have a set order for 
obtaining information and fees pertaining to data. 

(3) Requirements. 
  

(a) Licensed land surveyors are required to prepare a County approved U.S. 
Public Land Survey Monument Record form satisfying the requirements of 
Section AE 7.08, Wis. Adm. Code. The form must contain detailed 
information, which supports the location of the original government corner. 
The form will be filed in the Office of the County Surveyor. 
(b) In the case where the U.S. Public Land Survey Monument Record form is 
prepared for a corner and the County requirements are not met, but the form 
meets the requirements of Chapter AE 7.08, Wis. Adm. Code, the form must 
still be filed in the Office of the County Surveyor, but payment will not be 
made by the County. 
(c) Center quarter corner will require monumentation and filing of a corner 
certificate if the corner positioned is other than by straight line intersection of 
opposite quarter corners. The certificate will show the history of the corner and 
the relationship of opposite quarter corners with the reasoning for its position. 
It will follow all procedures as outlined herein. 
(d) To be eligible for payment, the land surveyor doing the remonumentation 
work is required to file a Request for Monumentation Form with the County 
Surveyor as set forth by the County and to assume all responsibility and 
liability for the remonumentation work and, as a matter of courtesy, notify 
landowners, and local governing bodies, as needed, of the work being 
performed. 
(e) The County will pay for restoring section, quarter and meander corners, and 
special corners where applicable under the conditions established by the 
County. 
(f) This program will not apply to corners which already have a complete AE 
7.08, Wis. Adm. Code, monument record on file in the County Surveyor's 
Office unless prior arrangements have been made through the County 
Surveyor's Office. 

(4) Review Meetings. 
  

(a) Review meetings will be held on each month or as called by the County 
Surveyor. 
(b) The County Surveyor will chair this meeting. 
(c) The purpose of this meeting will be to review the data, history, witnesses, 
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etc., of the monument data, history, witnesses, etc., of the monument records 
each firm proposes to file. 
(d) Each participating firm must send a responsible representative (must be 
RLS) to at least two-thirds (2/3) of the prior meetings in order to be eligible for 
reimbursement for monument records the firm will file. 
(e) At the review meeting, the peer group of surveyors will determine if there is 
a conflict in location of each corner thus considered and, if so, the group will 
attempt to resolve the conflict, based on the information provided. If one-third 
(1/3) of the votes cast on a proposed monument record are negative, that will 
constitute a conflict that may be resolved by further discussion or evidence at 
the next scheduled meeting. 

(5) Monumentation. 
  

(a) The monument and witness ties will be provided and distributed by Oconto 
County and shall be stamped by the private surveying firm for corner 
identification. 
(b) Surveyors shall set an Oconto County monument, in a road at the corner 
location, if possible to do so, or to set at the corner location an iron pipe, iron 
bar or a substantial metal spike such that it will not be easily disturbed. 
(c) Surveyors shall set an Oconto County monument, in areas not located in 
roads, at the corner location. 
(d) If it is impractical to meet the conditions of Subsections (b) and (c) above, 
the County Surveyor should be consulted to see if an alternative method of 
monumentation can be achieved to the satisfaction of the County. 
(e) In lieu of using the irons provided by the County, witness ties may be a one 
(1) inch by twenty-four (24) inch iron pipe of minimum weight of 1.13#/lineal 
foot or equivalent provided by the private survey firm. Witness ties shall be 
placed flush or below ground level. 
(f) A sign post provided by the County shall be placed near every corner 
witnessed. In areas outside of roadways, the sign will be one (1) foot north of 
monument when possible. In roadway areas, the sign will be placed on or near 
the right-of-way line at right angles to the road centerline, if possible. 
(g) Whenever possible, ties should be placed approximately one (1) foot in 
front of blazed bearing trees or other identifiable non-ferrous objects. The blaze 
marks will be both near ground level and chest height and painted. 
(h) All the above shall be done in such a manner as to not interfere or put at risk 
any corner or accessory that could be damaged by any maintenance such as 
highway and utilities and not cause aesthetic damage to any private interest. 
(i) Oconto County shall use as a guide all applicable State Statutes, 
Administrative Code, Legal Opinion and Manual of Instruction 1973 in the 
determination of said corners. 

(6) Excavation. 
  

(a) Excavation will be requested, approved, and coordinated through the 
County Surveyor's Office. Notification to Diggers Hot Line and the appropriate 
governmental agencies will be the responsibility of the private surveying firm. 
(b) Where it is determined to be necessary, all corner locations in roadways will 
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be excavated for subsurface evidence if there is no documentation relating the 
existing corner to the original government corner and there is no record of a 
previous excavation. 
(c) The private survey firm will be directly responsible for making 
arrangements and supervising the excavation. 
(d) Oconto County will provide for all excavation (where applicable). 
(e) Bituminous patching material will be provided by Oconto County, where 
applicable. 
(f) The Oconto County Highway Department will excavate and repair 
pavement damaged by excavation on County roads only. 

(7) U.S. Public Land Survey Monument Record. 
  

(a) History of the original corner establishment and subsequent restorations 
shall be documented. Include date and name of surveyor in the documentation. 
(b) Occupational, testimonial, or other evidence considered shall be noted. 
(c) Surveyors shall prepare a scaled plan view, mechanically drafted tie sheet 
(provided by County), that is legible and showing any geographical information 
that would assist in locating the corner. 
(d) All ties shall include the distances and bearings that the witness monuments 
bear from the landmark and also the distance from each witness monument to 
each adjacent witness monument; a minimum of eight (8) distances and four (4) 
bearings having a identifiable bearing reference. 
(e) The location sketch shall be drawn to an appropriate scale noted on the 
drawing and oriented with North to the top of the sheet. 

(8) Reimbursement. 
  

(a) To be eligible to participate in the Oconto County reimbursement program, 
the private surveying firm must be free of any existing violations that relate to 
any surveying practice within the Wisconsin Administrative Codes, State 
Statutes, or Oconto County Ordinance. 
(b) After a monument record has been filed in the County Surveyor's Office in 
compliance with the procedure outlined above, the County Surveyor will 
recommend approval to the Forest, Parks, Recreation/Land Information 
Systems Subcommittee for payment (reimbursement is limited to specific 
budgeted amounts). 
(c) Oconto County will pay for providing a revised corner certificate for each 
PLSS corner that has been in some way made unaccessible (with special 
exceptions made to the credibility of the corner). 
(d) Oconto County will pay for establishing a PLSS corner that has no history 
of perpetuation prior to 1972. Fees for Subsection (c) and (d) will be 
determined by the Forests, Parks, Recreation/Land Information Systems 
Subcommittee. 
(e) Government agencies, their subcontractors, or employees that in the normal 
course of their activities are engaged in land surveying, land corner restorations 
or land corner perpetuation are excluded from receiving materials or payment 
from Oconto County for corner restoration. 
(f) Prior to reimbursement a copy of the client's bill shall be submitted to the 
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Forest, Parks, Recreation/Land Information Systems Subcommittee and shown 
on the clients bill as "amount to be received by Surveyor from Oconto County 
Land Information Systems Division for filing U.S. Public Land Survey 
Monument Record" and will note the number of Monument Records filed and 
the total of payments to be received from the County. 

(9) Miscellaneous Provisions. 
  

(a) Each company is responsible for normal safety precautions and traffic 
control at the survey site. 
(b) Monies appropriated for corner remonumentation, but not spent due to 
seasonal weather limitations or other factors shall be available for restoration 
work at a later date. The account shall be closed to a non-lapsing account. 
(c) The County surveyor shall have authority to check the work of private 
companies to make sure all above procedures are being carried out properly, 
and to rule on areas of interpretation of the above procedures not specified 
herein. 
(d) Oconto County Land Information Systems Division will not be responsible 
for researching and copying information for professionals groups or 
organizations, but will aid and assist in obtaining the requested materials within 
reason. 

(10) Map Filing. 

(a) Maps of Survey preservation of landmark forms received from the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation or other survey maps submitted to the 
Oconto County Land Information Division for filing will be filed according to 
the procedures listed below. 
(b) Maps will be separated and filed by size. 
(c) All attempts shall be made to provide County officials with standard size 
media not exceeding thirty-six (36) by forty-two (42) inches sheet size. 
(d) The map will be stamped and given a file number to identify it. 
(e) The data will be entered into a computer index for the section, township, 
and range in which the survey is located. 

Town_____________ Range ___________ Section_____________ 
  
Quarter_______ Quarter/Quarter _____ or Got. Lot ___________ 
  
Type of Survey _______________________________ 
  
Description __________________________________ 
  
Volume __________ Page _______ (if applicable) 
  
Reg. No. ___________ 
  
Surveyor (last) ________________ (first) ____________________ 
  
Date of Survey _________________________ 
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Map File __________________ Map No. _____________________ 
  

(f) All data will be kept in a bound hard copy form. 
(g) The maps filed will be microfilmed on a yearly basis for security purposes. 

(11) Fee Schedule. 
  

Fees for obtaining information will be determined by the Forest, Parks, 
Recreation/Land Information Systems Subcommittee in accordance with the 
Wisconsin Statutes. 

(12) Survey Regulations. 
  

(a) Survey Monuments. It shall be unlawful to remove, cover, bury, destroy, or 
deface any survey monument, corner post, monument accessory, witness tree, 
bearing tree, or survey accessory on any lands within Oconto County, without 
following the provisions of Chapter 59.635, Wis. Stats. 
(b) Filing of Survey. A correct and true copy of any survey for individuals or 
corporations performed by a registered land surveyor, that has any effect on the 
land within or abutting Oconto County, shall be filed in the Office of the 
Oconto County Surveyor within sixty (60) days after completion of the survey. 
(c) Any contractor, business, or persons that may perform projects that put any 
survey marker at risk must provide the County Surveyor with temporary ties of 
the subject marker and upon completion provide the County Surveyor with a 
revised U.S. Public Land Survey Monument Record sheet, prepared in 
accordance with this ordinance. 
Section 2: This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as 
provided by law. 

Submitted this 20th day of June, 1996. 
  
BY: LAND INFORMATION SYSTEMS SUBCOMMITTEE 
_________________________ __________________________  
Louis Winkler, Chairman             William Couillard 
_________________________ __________________________  
Alvin Bohn, Vice Chairman           James Schroeder 
_________________________  
Russell Dufek, Secretary 
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