DRAFT MINUTES
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2015 – 9:00 A.M. 
EXTENSION EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
**ROOM 2119, 2nd Floor, Building C
301 WASHINGTON ST. OCONTO WI  54153
www.co.oconto.wi.us
Committee Present: Chris Augustine, Karl Ballestad, Guy Gooding, Bill Grady and Buzz Kamke.

Committee Absent: None

Others Present:  Paula Huff, Dale Mohr, and John Pinkart of the UW-Extension Office Staff; Lee Rymer, County Board Chair and Gary Frank, County Board Member.

The meeting was called to order at 9:00a.m. with the reading of the Open Meetings Law by Chairman Gooding.

1. Approval of Agenda
A. Change of Sequence - none
B. Removal of Items - none
Motion by Bill, seconded by Chris to approve the agenda as printed.  The motion was called on and carried.
2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting (Enc.)
Motion by Buzz, seconded by Karl to approve the minutes as printed.  The motion was called on and carried.
3. Communications

A. Fair Board Minutes
Minutes of the January 13, 2015 Fair Board meeting were sent out with the meeting agenda.
4. Reports—Information

A. Focus Report- Paula Huff, 4-H/Youth Development Agent
Paula discussed recent research conducted by Tuft’s University on the impact of 4-H on youth nationally. The study looked at key areas of Positive Youth Development, including competence, confidence, character, connection and caring and evaluated the impact of 4-H on adult-youth relations, life skills-building activities for youth, and opportunities for youth participation in leadership and community activities. Paula reported that because 4-H programming is deliberately planned and structured to promote positive youth development, the study found increased community contributions and lessened likelihood of risk/problem behaviors among 4-H Youth. She also provided information about the impact of 4-H participation on both youth and parents in Oconto County and answered questions about participation in the county and about the issue of retaining older youth in the program. 
B. Program Area Activity Reports
Dale Mohr reported on his key meetings and activities, including working with the Land Conservation Department on their 5 year plan, upcoming meetings with the Oconto County Lakes and Waterways Association, and his work with the City of Oconto Tourism and Marketing Committee. He answered questions from the committee regarding the status of fishing tournaments in Oconto.
Sarah was unable to attend the meeting, but a copy of her monthly activity report was shared with the committee.
C. Department Head Report
John distributed information about Capitol Connections, an event planned for April 30 in Madison for the purpose of promoting the value of UW-Extension to state elected officials. Extension Committee and County Board members are invited, as well as 4-H youth and leaders, and other users/supporters of Extension programs.  Stated by Guy that approval for attendance by committee members at this event should be on the March Extension Committee meeting agenda. John reported that the principal candidate selected by the committee on February 9 for the Family Living Agent Position has verbally accepted the position offer and the tentative plan is for this person to start work on April 1st. He also reported that one of our department support staff members recently sustained an injury and would be unable to work for at least two weeks. John reported that discussions about the impact of the proposed budget cuts to the UW System on county UW-Extension office has only begun to be assessed. 
Motion by Chris, seconded by Buzz to accept the agent reports as presented.  The motion was called on and carried.

5. Announcements/General Information (No action to be taken)
None
6. Approval of Vouchers for Payment—Committee Action
Motion by Bill, seconded by Buzz to accept the accounts as presented. The motion was called on and carried.
7. Review Upcoming Meeting Date: Monday, February 9, 2015, 12:30 P.M. (Interviews), Tuesday, February 17, 2015, Tuesday, March 24, 2015
These dates are unchanged.
8. Adjournment

Motion by Karl , seconded by Bill  to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was called on and carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 a.m.
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Respectfully Submitted,

John Pinkart

Department Head
JP
