MINUTES
TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2015 – 9:00 A.M. 
EXTENSION EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
**ROOM 2119, 2nd Floor, Building C
301 WASHINGTON ST. OCONTO WI  54153
www.co.oconto.wi.us
Committee Present: Chris Augustine, Karl Ballestad, Guy Gooding, Bill Grady and Buzz Kamke.

Committee Absent: None

Others Present:  Karen Behnke, Jill Cholewa, Sarah Mills-Lloyd, Dale Mohr, and John Pinkart of the UW-Extension Office Staff;  and Gary Frank, County Board Member.

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. with the reading of the open meetings law by Chairman Gooding.
1. Approval of Agenda
A. Change of Sequence
None
B. Removal of Items
None

Motion by Bill, seconded by Chris to approve the agenda as printed.  The motion was called and carried.
2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting (Enc.)
Motion by Buzz, seconded b Karl to approve the minutes as printed.  The motion was called on and carried.
3. Communications

A. Fair Board Minutes
There was none.
4. Reports—Information

A. Focus Report—Family Living Programs—Jill Cholewa
Jill gave a report on her recent activities, introducing herself to the community, building relationships, etc.  She shared a printout of her presentation on adolescents and understanding their brain development, both biologically and psychologically.  Communication and support are very important, along with how parents go about approaching different topics with their teen.  It is important to understand the choices and pressures that are on young adults now.
She answered questions from the committee concerning her activities.  She has been attending meetings in the Northern part of the county and that has been very well received.

B. Program Area Activity Reports
Dale shared a brochure from his Program Area on Community, Natural Resource and Economic Development Publications available through UW-Extension’s “Learning Store.” This catalog includes resources on land use planning, tourism and recreation, business and economic development, local government, and more. Dale is working jointly with the Land Conservation Department on their 10 year plan, getting input from a citizen’s advisory committee and technical advisory committee, and also reported that he recently assisted the Oconto County Lakes & Waterways Association with the new direction of their board.  He also co-led the recent Oconto County Strategic Planning Process for Board Supervisors and Department Heads at Red Maple Golf Course, along with Paul Ehrfurth.
Sarah handed out her report of her recent activities.  She was very involved in the Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm, which was held this past Sunday, June 16 at John and Bev Wolf’s Golden Corners Dairy Farm. In addition to many months of planning, Sarah provided educational input for the individuals leading the farm tours at the event, and assisted in the development of an educational video about the farm for those waiting in line to view.
Sarah also answered questions from the committee concerning the recent wet weather and its impact on crops and farm fields.

Paula is at Summer Camp, so John distributed her written report of recent 4-H/Youth Development activities in her absence.

C. Department Head Report
John handed out a report of his activities.  He attended a recent State UW-Extension Leadership Conference, and explained that the impact of the proposed 2016-17 biennial state budget to the UW System and to UW-Extension was a main topic of discussion. In the coming months, an Administrative Committee led by UWEX Dean and Director Rick Klemme will engage multiple Extension stakeholders across the state, including county board supervisors, administrators and executives, to help assess the future of the organization and formulate a long-term strategy to meet the reduction and structural deficit. This includes presenting at the Wisconsin County Association Convention in La Crosse this fall.  The process of refining and selecting alternative models for the future of Extension will be completed by July 1, 2016 and will be fully implemented by July of 2017. 
5. Announcements/General Information (No action to be taken)
None
6. Approval of Vouchers for Payment—Committee Action
Motion  by Bill, seconded by Buzz to approve the vouchers as presented.  The motion was called on and carried.
7. Review Upcoming Meeting Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2015 and Tuesday, August 18, 2015
These dates are unchanged, and the September meeting is September 15.
8. Adjournment
There being no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:03.
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Respectfully Submitted,

John Pinkart

Department Head
JP/kb

