MINUTES
Thursday, August 4, 2016 
HIGHWAY COMMITTEE OF 
OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE AT THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
TRACTOR STREET, OCONTO, WI 54153   
www.co.oconto.wi.us

(Draft minutes –until approved by committee)
COMMITTEE PRESENT:  Ragen, Sleeter, Christianson, and Stranz.

ABSENT: Korzeniewski.

OTHERS PRESENT: Pat Scanlan, Amy Zerbe, and Al Guerts – MSA Representative.

TIME MEETING BEGAN: 9:00 A.M.
1. Approval of Agenda
Motion by Stranz, second by Christianson to approve the agenda as read. The motion was voted and carried.
A. Change of Sequence – none
B. Remove Items-none
2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting (Enc.)
Motion by Sleeter, second by Stranz to approve the minutes of the July 14, 2016 meeting as read. The motion was voted and carried.
3. Approve the Vouchers for Payment
Motion by Christianson, second by Sleeter to approve the vouchers for payment. The motion was voted and carried.
4. MSA Professional Services
Al Guerts with MSA Professional Services informed the highway committee about MSA and services they are able to provide to Oconto County. They are doing a lot of work for WisDOT and would like to obtain more work within northeast Wisconsin, not only for the county but also towns and villages.

5. Communications
A. Plow Blade Inventory
Scanlan shared that the inventory manager obtained quotes for county plow blades.
B. Radtke Contractors Inc.
Radtke Contractors are parking their field trailer at the Suring Shop while working on the Sleeter Road bridge. They will reimburse the county $500.
C. Statewide Town Hall Transportation Funding Meeting
Scanlan shared that he reserved conference rooms at the courthouse for the Statewide Town Hall meeting on transportation funding. This meeting will have a video presentation and is taking place on September 29th, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. Notifications and invites will be forthcoming.
D. DNR Complaint
Scanlan explained a complaint that Brehmer with the county zoning department received from the DNR on CTH R and Bloom Road. This complaint is regarding a driveway that has no culvert in place and the tenants drive off the county highway at an angle. Also, there is garbage being burned, mobile homes moved in and many horses onsite. Scanlan is aware of this and working with the applicant who has yet to install his driveway.
E. Complaint – Town of Townsend
Scanlan received a road complaint from Leon & Mary Scray regarding Scotch Pine Circle. They wrote a letter and delivered at the time of paying property taxes. Scanlan has notified the Township of their concern as this is not County jurisdiction to handle.
F. WCA / WCHA Updates
The WCHA and WCA have sent a request to the State for revisions to be made to the current state highway mowing policy. Statewide, county highway departments are receiving a tremendous amount of calls and complaints for the lack of mowing being done. 
The WCHA and WCA requested a state buyout of federal funds for the local highway and bridge program. This would eliminate administrative fees paid and result in a savings to all involved.
G. Traffic Safety Commission
William Leege sent a letter notifying the Oconto County Traffic Safety Commission that he is resigning.
H. Scanlan shared the administrative update from the Department Head meeting this past week relative to the amount of retirements the county will have within the next couple years and cost associated.
6. Update – City Ordinance 2016-08
Scanlan read the letter corporation counsel sent to the City of Oconto after further discussion with the Administrative Coordinator/Risk Management manager and the Highway Commissioner. The county has determined that golf cart traffic on any portion of CTH Y, where the speed limit is greater than 25 mph is contrary to Wis. Stats. 349.18 (1m). The county cannot sanction a violation of state law.
7. Update – Safer Bridge Program
CTH H is currently in negotiation for design engineering for 2020 construction.
CTH AA – scheduled for 2018 construction.
CTH BB – scheduled for 2017 construction and Scanlan has requested additional information for the bridge deck changes.
CTH Y – scheduled for 2017 construction.
Grosse Road and Sunshine Road – scheduled for 2018 construction.
With all of these bridges many concerns regarding budget and having the funds to pay for these expenses are being discussed.
8. Update – Road Projects
CTH H construction project is currently at station 77 out of 160 stations. Foster Construction is placing the aggregate. The crew will be working Fridays because of the weather has improved. 
The number of failed culverts throughout the county on state, county and township roads have been great. The culverts are either rotted out or collapsing, which has been difficult to keep up on all the extra work during construction season.
9. Update – Airport Project
Scanlan attended the scheduled pre-bid meeting at the J. Douglas Bake Municipal Airport, however the county is not able to bid this project. Since Act 10, the county cannot bid on projects that receive federal funding.
10. Status of Welder Position
Jamie Shepherd has passed all requirements of the county. Currently a start date is being worked out.
11. Discuss / Approve Transportation Funding Resolution
Motion by Stranz, second by Christianson approved the recommendation of Just Fix It transportation resolution for county board approval. The motion was voted and carried.
12. Announcements/General Information (No action to be taken)
Scanlan informed the highway committee he has obtained additional information regarding the number of Patrol Superintendents each county employs and the % WisDOT covers. As information is received he will share with the committee.
13. Set Next Meeting Date
Next meeting is scheduled for September 1, 2016 at 9:00 A.M. 
14. Adjournment
Motion by Sleeter, second by Stranz to adjourn at 10:45 A.M.  The motion was voted and carried.

Amy J. Zerbe, 
Recorder
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