MINUTES
(Draft minutes, not approved by Committee)


OCTOBER 19TH, 2015 – 9:30 A.M.
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE OF 
OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CONFERENCE ROOM-USDA BUILDING
410 ½ E MAIN STREET
LENA, WI 54139
www.co.oconto.wi.us
COMMITTEE PRESENT: Kroll, Kamke, Grady, Gilles, Lemmen, Pagel
COMMITTEE ABSENT: NONE
OTHERS PRESENT:  County Conservationist Dolata, Program Assistant Wilcox
    TIME MEETING BEGAN:  9:30 a.m.
1.      Approval of Agenda
A. Change of Agenda- NONE

B. Removal of Items-NONE

Motion by Pagel, second by Grady to approve the agenda. The motion was voted on and carried.

2.      Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting (Enc.)
Motion by Kamke, second by Lemmen to approve the minutes from the September 14th, 2015 Land Conservation Committee meeting. The motion was voted on and carried.


3.      Communications (Enc.)
County Conservationist Dolata reviewed the October 2015 Department of Ag, Trade & Consumer Protection Report.


4.      County Cost Share Contract(s)
Motion by Lemmen, second by Pagel to approve the contracts for Paula Schmechel for Well Decommissioning in the amount of $1,057.00 and Ryan Wendt for Barnyard Runoff Control Systems & Waterway Systems in the amount of $2,500.00. The motion was voted on and carried. 


5.      County Cost Share Payment(s)
Motion by Grady, second by Pagel to approve payment for Paula Schmechel for Well Decommissioning in the amount of $604.80. The motion was voted on and carried.

6.      Soil & Water Resource Management Contract(s)
NONE


7.      Soil & Water Resource Management Payment(s)
NONE


8.      Targeted Resource Management Grant Contract(s)
NONE

9.      Targeted Resource Management Grant Payment(s)
NONE


10. Land & Water Resource Management Plan Update
County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee that the public hearing went well and that the plan has been sent to the Department of Natural Resources, Farm Service Agency and the Department of Ag, Trade & Consumer Protection for final review. Upon final approval by the Land & Water Conservation Board it will be on the County Board agenda for approval at the December meeting. 

11. Lumberjack Resource Council & Development Business Meeting October 29th, 2015 in Rhinelander
Motion by Kamke, second by Grady to approve that Farm Service Agency Representative Gilles and staff attend meeting. The motion was voted on and carried.

12. County Conservationist Meeting December 3rd & 4th, 2015 in Wisconsin Rapids 
Motion by Gilles, second by Grady to approve that County Conservationist Dolata attend meeting. The motion was voted on and carried.


13. Black Bear Cooperative Service Agreement between Oconto County and the Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection (APHIS) Wildlife Service (WS) approval and chairman signature
Motion by Lemmen, second by Kamke to approve agreement and for chairman Kroll to sign. The motion was voted on and carried.


14. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative/Environmental Protection Agency Final Report
County Conservationist Dolata gave the committee a final report on the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative/Environmental Protection Agency grant. He informed them that the original goal was to focus on Vegetative Riparian Buffer, Critical Area Seeding, Wetland Restoration and obstruction removal, but when The Nature Conservancy did an inventory of all stream crossing in eastern Oconto County they found that there was significantly more impediments than originally thought, it was decided to focus our resources to these areas. 


15. Department of Natural Resources Lake Protection Grant
County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee about a possible Department of Natural Resources grant that would involve in-depth studies of issues and problems in Oconto County lakes, County Conservationist Dolata did not receive all information and will have more at the November 21st, 2015 Land Conservation Committee meeting.


16. ST Paper Community Support Project
County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee that he was approached regarding the possibility of Oconto County Land Conservation Division developing an agricultural information and education project focusing on phosphorus reduction in the Bay of Green Bay, in cooperation with ST Paper Oconto Falls. 


17. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Oconto County Forester updates
NONE 

18. Conservation Stewardship Program/Environmental Quality Incentives Program/Conservation Reserve Program Reports 
NONE   


19. Farm Service Agency Updated
Farm Service Agency Representative Gilles informed the committee that the 2015, 2015 Agricultural Risk Coverage and the Price Loss Coverage programs ended September 30th, 2015. 2016 enrollment will begin December 1st, 2015 and end August 1st, 2016. 2014 & 2015 Oconto-Marinette offices worked with producers on over 4,300 contracts. Fall crop reporting deadline is November 15th, 2015.
 
20. Approve Vouchers for Payment
Motion by Grady, second by Pagel to approve vouchers.  The motion was voted on and carried.

21. Informational Items Only
NONE 

22. Set Next Meeting Date
Date of next meetings:  November 16th, 2015
Time of next meetings:  9:30 a.m.

23. Adjournment   
Motion by Gilles, second by Lemmen to adjourn meeting. Meeting adjourned by Chairman Kroll at 10:20 a.m. The motion was voted on and carried.
______________________________
Rachel Wilcox, Recorder                              rmw/ Date posted: 11/16/15 
