MINUTES

DECEMBER 21st, 2015 – 9:30 A.M.
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE OF 
OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CONFERENCE ROOM-USDA BUILDING
410 ½ E MAIN STREET
LENA, WI 54139
www.co.oconto.wi.us
COMMITTEE PRESENT: Kroll, Kamke, Grady, Gilles, Lemmen, Pagel
COMMITTEE ABSENT: NONE
OTHERS PRESENT:  County Conservationist Dolata, Program Assistant Wilcox, Natural Resource Conservation Service District Conservationist Maroszek, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Oconto County Forester Wrzochalski
    TIME MEETING BEGAN:  9:30 a.m.
1.      Approval of Agenda
A. Change of Agenda- NONE

B. Removal of Items-NONE

Motion by Pagel, second by Gilles to approve the agenda. The motion was voted on and carried.

2.      Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting (Enc.)
Motion by Kamke, second by Lemmen to approve the minutes from the November 16th, 2015 Land Conservation Committee meeting with a change being made to Item #19 Date of next meetings: December 18th, 2015 to December 21st, 2015. The motion was voted on and carried.


3.      Communications (Enc.)
County Conservationist Dolata reviewed the December 2015 Department of Ag, Trade & Consumer Protection Report.
Farm Service Agency Representative Gilles updated the committee on the Wisconsin Land + Water Conservation Association Board of Directors Meeting that he attended, discussed current draft legislation dealing with wells.
4.      County Cost Share Contract(s)
Motion by Lemmen, second by Pagel to approve the contract for Michael Alsteen for Barnyard Control System in the amount of $2,500.00.The motion was voted on and carried. 


5.      County Cost Share Payment(s)
Motion by Gilles, second by Kamke to approve the partial payment for  David & Kelli Woelz for Streambank & Shoreline Protection in the amount of $1,649.84.The motion was voted on and carried.

6.      Soil & Water Resource Management Contract(s)
Motion by Grady, second by Gilles to approve the contracts for Ryan Wendt for Barnyard Runoff Control System, Heavy Use Area Protection, Wastewater Treatment Strips in the amount $7,700.00 and Thomas & Juli Baye for Nutrient Management in the amount of $4,634.00. The motion was voted on and carried.


7.      Soil & Water Resource Management Payment(s)
Motion by Kamke, second by Pagel to approve the payments for Jagiello Farms & Trucking LLC for Barnyard Runoff Control System in the amount $27,331.00 and Ryan Wendt for Barnyard Runoff Control Systems, Heavy Use Area Protection, Wastewater Treatment Strips in the amount of $7,997.00. The motion was voted on and carried.
8.      2015 Carryover/Extension Accounts & Projects
Motion by Gilles, second by Kamke to approve the county carryover request and submit to the Finance Department. The motion was voted on and carried. 

Motion by Lemmen, second by Pagel to approve the 2015 to 2016 Extension Request Form for Soil & Water Resource Management Cost-Share Landowner Contracts and submit to the Department of Ag, Trade and Consumer Protection. The motion was voted on and carried. 

9.      Carryover Account Request
Motion by Pagel, second by Grady to approve that County Conservationist Dolata request from the Finance Committee $10,000.00 from the contingency fund from a donation that was made to the Land Conservation Division from The Nature Conservancy that was to be used only for conservation practices and was not carried over from 2014 to 2015. The funds are currently committed for a grant that the Land Conservation Division has applied for. The motion was voted on and carried. 

10. Lake Michigan Area Land & Water Conservation Association Planning Meeting on January 8th, 2016 in Brown County
Motion by Kamke, second by Kroll to approve that any committee members that would like to attend may. The motion was voted on and carried.


11. WI Land + Water Conservation Annual Conference March 2nd-4th, 2016 in Elkhart Lake, Sheboygan County
Motion by Kamke, second by Gilles to approve that staff and 3 supervisors may attend meeting. The motion was voted on and carried.


12. Acceptance of ST Paper Donation
Motion by Lemmen, second by Grady for approval to accept donation from ST Paper which consists of receiving a total of $140,000.00 to hire a Conservation Planner for 2 years or until money is spent.


13. Approval for Creating Conservation Planner Job Description
Motion by Gilles, second by Kroll to approve that County Conservationist Dolata create a Conservation Planner position for Limited Time Employment which will be funded by the ST Paper donation. The motion was voted on and carried. 


14. Authorization to Hire a Conservation Planner for Limited Time Employment
Motion by Kamke, second by Pagel to authorize the hiring of a Limited Time Employment Conservation Planner upon completion of the required steps to create the Conservation Planner position. The motion was voted on and carried. 


15. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Oconto County Forester updates
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Oconto County Forester Wrzochalski informed the committee that the county timber sales have been at an all-time high for revenue this year, that she has done a few Conservation Reserve Program enrollment checks and that in 2016 all fire towers in the State of Wisconsin will be decommissioned and eventually taken down due to structural problems making towers unsafe and not much use with today’s technology. 

16. Natural Resources Conservation Service Report 
Natural Resource Conservation Service District Conservationist Maroszek informed the committee that general signup for the Conservation Reserve Program started December 1st, 2015 with a deadline of February 26th, 2016, with the warmer weather they have been able to work later in the year on construction of projects, and they will find out in early January which projects will be approved for the Environmental Quality Incentive Program.


17. Farm Service Agency Updated
Farm Service Agency Representative Gilles informed the committee that enrollment for the 2016 Agricultural Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program began December 7th, 2015 and will run until August 1st, 201 and that 2015 Commodity Loans are available.
 
18. Approve Vouchers for Payment
Motion by Pagel, second by Lemmen to approve vouchers.  The motion was voted on and carried.

19. Informational Items Only
NONE

20. Set Next Meeting Date
Date of next meetings:  January 18th, 2016
Time of next meetings:  9:30 a.m.
21. Adjournment   
Motion by Pagel, second by Gilles to adjourn meeting. Meeting adjourned by Chairman Kroll at 10:40 a.m. The motion was voted on and carried.
______________________________
Rachel Wilcox, Recorder                              rmw/ Date posted: 1/20/16
