MINUTES

JULY 20TH, 2015 – 9:30 A.M.
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE OF 
OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CONFERENCE ROOM-USDA BUILDING
410 ½ E MAIN STREET
LENA, WI 54139
www.co.oconto.wi.us
COMMITTEE PRESENT: Kroll, Kamke, Grady, Gilles, Lemmen, Pagel
COMMITTEE ABSENT:  NONE
OTHERS PRESENT:  County Conservationist Dolata, Program Assistant Wilcox
    TIME MEETING BEGAN:  9:30 a.m.
1.      Approval of Agenda
A. Change of Agenda-NONE

B. Removal of Items-NONE

Motion by Pagel, second by Lemmen to approve the agenda. The motion was voted on and carried.

2.      Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting (Enc.)
Motion by Gilles, second by Grady to approve the minutes from the June 15th, 2015 Land Conservation Committee meeting. The motion was voted on and carried.


3.      Communications (Enc.)
County Conservationist Dolata discussed the July 2015 Department of Ag, Trade & Consumer Protection Report.

County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee that a draft of the Land & Water Resource Management Plan was sent to the Department of Ag, Trade and Consumer Protection for review.

County Conservationist Dolata discussed a Rule Change That Reduces Barriers to Restoring Wetlands on Working Farms letter received from the Wisconsin Wetland Association.

County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee of Invasive Species found in Oconto County Lakes that were listed in a Department of Natural Resources report of the early detection monitoring of Aquatic Invasive Species completed in 2015.
4.      County Cost Share Contract(s)
Motion by Kamke, second by Grady to approve the contract for Jerid Wos for Stream Crossing in the amount of $2,030.00. The motion was voted on and carried.


5.      County Cost Share Payment(s)
NONE

6.      Soil & Water Resource Management Contract(s)
NONE


7.      Soil & Water Resource Management Payment(s)
NONE


8.      Northern Pike Contract(s)
Motion by Gilles, second by Lemmen to approve the contract for the Town of Pensaukee for Habitat Restoration in the amount of $25,000.00. The motion was voted on and carried.
9.      Northern Pike Payment(s)
Motion by Pagel, second by Grady to approve payments for Philip Fendryk for Habitat Restoration in the amount of $3,190.00 and Eric Konkel & Performance Excavating for Habitat Restoration in the amount of $3,042.00. The motion was voted on and carried.


10. Soil & Water Resource Management Grant Awards
Motion by Kamke, second by Pagel to approve the 2015 project recommendations for Mike Alsteen in the amount of $25,946.37 and Jeff Brabant in the amount of $13,600.00 both for Barnyard Runoff Control. The motion was voted on and carried. 

11. Animal Waste Storage Closure Enforcement 
County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee on enforcement action that is being taken to abandon an out of date Animal Waste Storage on Arndt Farms. 

12. Lumberjack Resource Conservation & Development Business Meeting July 30th, 2015 in Oconto County
Motion by Kamke, second by Gilles to approve that whoever would like to attend the meeting may and requesting that Chairman Rymer attend meeting to welcome attendees to Oconto County. The motion was voted on and carried. 


13. 2015 Oconto County Land Conservation Committee Fall Tour
The Land Conservation Committee scheduled the Fall Tour for August 27th, 2015, to visit 2015 Land Conservation Division projects.  

14. Department of Natural Resources Lake Level Monitoring in Oconto County
County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee that he received an email from Catherine Hein from the Department of Natural Resources who is initiating a new program to monitor water levels in lakes in Northeast Wisconsin, she is looking for staff to install gage stations in designated lakes in Oconto County, a motion by Grady, second by Lemmen to approve that the Land Conservation Division work with the Department of Natural Resources in the yearly installation of these gages. The motion was voted on and carried. 


15. Recommendations for Appointment to Munger/Bear Lake Rehabilitation District
Motion by Lemmen, second by Pagel to recommend re-appointing Beck Hilliker to the Munger/Bear Lake Rehabilitation District. The motion was voted on and carried.


16. 2016 Budget Update
County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee that the preliminary budget directive is a 2% reduction of the 2015 levied budget. 


17. Technical Fee Study Update
County Conservationist Dolata discussed communications with Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations Larson in which the initial opinion of the Natural Resource Conservation Service would not be in favor of Oconto County charging technical design fees. The committee directed County Conservationist Dolata to compile a list of cost pro’s and con’s that the Land Conservation Division receives from their partnership with Natural Resource Conservation Service compared to charging technical fees. 


18. Timberland Invasive Partnership Funding
County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee the Timberland Invasive Partnership Coordinator Arrowood is available to help out at events in Oconto County, but to continue to fund the position they are looking for counties to donate $2,200.00 each to be put towards his salary, the committee discussed and decided that with upcoming budget cuts this item will be tabled until the budget is completed.

19. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Oconto County Forester updates
Motion by Grady, second by Gilles to recommend the Lumberjack RC&D Forestry Awards Nomination for Brian Collins, nominated by Richard Lietz, and to forward the nomination to Lumberjack Resource Conservation & Development coordinator Beckman. The motion was voted on and carried. 

20. Conservation Stewardship Program/Environmental Quality Incentives Program/Conservation Reserve Program Reports 
County Conservationist Dolata invited the committee on behalf of District Conservationist Maroszek to the Natural Conservation Service Local Working Group meeting that will take place on August 4th, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. at the Oconto County Courthouse, 301 Washington Street, Oconto, WI 54153 in Rooms 1003 & 1004.

21. Farm Service Agency Updated
Farm Service Agency Representative Gilles updated the committee that Farm Service Agency 2016 Margin Protection Program- Dairy signup began on July 1st, 2015.

The crop reporting deadline was July 15th, 2015 and after this date a late file fee of a minimum of $46.00 will be charged.

Conservation Reserve Program general signup to be held December 1st, 2015 through February 26th, 2016 and current CRP participants whose contracts are expiring September 30th, 2015 have been sent letters informing them of eligibility for a one-year extension. 
 
22. Approve Vouchers for Payment
Motion by Lemmen, second by Pagel to approve vouchers.  The motion was voted on and carried.

23. Informational Items Only
County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee about the Informational Public Hearing that was held regarding Peterson Dairy Farm using foundry sand. 

County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee that starting July 27th, 2015 Program Assistant Wilcox will be assisting the Natural Resource Conservation Service approximately 10 hours a week ending September 30th, 2015.

24. Set Next Meeting Date
Date of next meetings:  August 17th, 2015
Time of next meetings:  9:30 a.m.

25. Adjournment   
Motion by Grady, second by Gilles to adjourn meeting. Meeting adjourned by Chairman Kroll at 11:00 a.m. The motion was voted on and carried.

______________________________
Rachel Wilcox, Recorder                              rmw/ Date posted: 8/19/15 
