MINUTES

AUGUST 17TH, 2015 – 9:30 A.M.
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE OF 
OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CONFERENCE ROOM-USDA BUILDING
410 ½ E MAIN STREET
LENA, WI 54139
www.co.oconto.wi.us
COMMITTEE PRESENT: Kroll, Kamke, Grady, Gilles, Lemmen, Pagel
COMMITTEE ABSENT:  NONE
OTHERS PRESENT:  County Conservationist Dolata, Program Assistant Wilcox, Natural Resource Conservation Service District Conservationist Maroszek, Natural Resource Conservation Service Assistant State Conservationist-Field Office Operations Larson
    TIME MEETING BEGAN:  9:30 a.m.
1.      Approval of Agenda
A. Change of Agenda-NONE

B. Removal of Items-Item #12 was removed due to duplication of item #18.

Motion by Grady, second by Pagel to approve the agenda. The motion was voted on and carried.

2.      Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting (Enc.)
Motion by Gilles, second by Lemmen to approve the minutes from the July 20th, 2015 Land Conservation Committee meeting. The motion was voted on and carried.


3.      Communications (Enc.)
County Conservationist Dolata reviewed the August 2015 Department of Ag, Trade & Consumer Protection Report.

Farm Service Agency Representative Gilles reported to the committee about the Land & Water Legislative Committee conference call he participated in and that they discussed state farm rule changes. 

4.      County Cost Share Contract(s)
NONE


5.      County Cost Share Payment(s)
Motion by Lemmen, second by Grady to approve payments for the Wisconsin Waterfowl Association & Reds Excavating for Access Road in the amount of $2,093.00 and Jeff Brabant for Access Road in the amount of $2,481.50. The motion was voted on and carried.

6.      Soil & Water Resource Management Contract(s)
NONE


7.      Soil & Water Resource Management Payment(s)
NONE


8.      Northern Pike Contract(s)
Motion by Kamke, second by Pagel to approve the contract for Chris Volk for Habitat Restoration in the amount of $750.00. The motion was voted on and carried.


9.      Northern Pike Payment(s)
Motion by Gilles, second by Pagel to approve the payments for Chris Volk for Habitat Restoration in the amount of $750.00, Ryan Chambers for Habitat Restoration in the amount of $58,735.00, Philip Fendryk for Habitat Restoration in the amount of $1,500.00, Jeff Brabant for Habitat Restoration in the amount of $10,335.55 and Ray Horch for Habitat Restoration in the amount of $6,571.00. The motion was voted on and carried.
10. Oconto County Land Conservation Committee Fall Tour
Motion by Kamke, second by Grady to approve rescheduling the fall tour from August 27th, 2015 to September 1st, 2015 due to conflict in schedules. The motion was voted on and carried.


11. 2015 Land Owners Manure Complaint
County Conservationist Dolata updated the committee on the recent manure complaints in Oconto County. 2 complaints involved stacking manure directly adjacent to intermittent streams. Another complaint involving numerous neighbors complaining about odor from a neighboring farm that resulted from the spreading of chicken manure. 

12. Oconto County Land & Water Resource Management Plan Approval
Motion by Grady, second by Lemmen to approve the 10 year plan, with the plan also needing to be approved by the Land & Water Conservation Board and then forward to County Board. The motion was voted on and carried.

13. Oconto County Lakes & Waterways Association Citizens Advisory Committee
County Conservationist Dolata informed the committee that members of the Oconto County Lakes & Waterways Association and County Conservationist Dolata are looking for ways Oconto County and Oconto County Lakes & Waterways Association can continue the Aquatic Invasive Species efforts that were started when the county had an Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator. It was suggested that Oconto County Lakes & Waterways Association and County Conservationist Dolata form a Citizen’s Advisory Committee with a representative reporting to the Land Conservation Committee to discuss issues as needed.  


14. Little Suamico Sanitary Phosphorus Credit Trading 
County Conservationist Dolata and Natural Resource Conservation Service District Conservationist Maroszek informed the committee about a meeting held with Foth Engineering in regards to the 2016 proposal for lowering the phosphorus levels in the Little Suamico Sanitary District and how the Oconto County Land Conservation Division may be involved if nutrient credit trading is pursued. 

15. Natural Resource Damage Assessment Grant Approval
Motion by Kamke, second by Gilles giving approval to submit a grant application which will be used for wetland restoration and fish passage in Oconto County. The motion was voted on and carried.


16. Oconto County Land Conservation Division Vehicle Purchase
Motion by Kamke, second by Lemmen to approve that the Land Conservation Division send out bids for the purchase of a van. The motion was voted on and carried.


17. Oconto County Land Conservation Division Animal Waste Ordinance Permit Fee Schedule
Motion by Grady, second by Gilles to approve that the Animal Waste Ordinance Permit Fee Schedule be based on the number of animals on site. The motion was voted on and carried.

18. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Oconto County Forester updates
NONE


19. Conservation Stewardship Program/Environmental Quality Incentives Program/Conservation Reserve Program Reports 
District Conservationist Maroszek updated the committee on the Local Working Group Meeting that took place on August 4th, 2015 he explained that at the meeting the group sets priorities and ranks projects for the upcoming year. He also informed the committee that NE Farm & Forest Group which includes Marinette, Oconto, Menominee and Shawano Counties are projected to receive $1.2 million (about 10% of the state’s funding for Environmental Quality Incentive Programs general funds).  

20. Farm Service Agency Updated
Farm Service Agency Representative Gilles informed the committee that sign up for the 2016 Margin Protection Program began on July 1, 2015 and will end September 30, 2015. The Farm Service Agency is currently taking applications for contract enrollment in the 2014 and 2015 ARC/PLC (Agricultural Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage) programs and gave them Farm Loan Information on Microloans. 
 
21. Approve Vouchers for Payment
Motion by Grady, second by Pagel to approve vouchers.  The motion was voted on and carried.

22. Informational Items Only
NONE
23. Set Next Meeting Date
Date of next meetings:  September 14th, 2015
Time of next meetings:  9:30 a.m.

24. Adjournment   
Motion by Gilles, second by Kroll to adjourn meeting. Meeting adjourned by Chairman Kroll at 11:07 a.m. The motion was voted on and carried.

______________________________
Rachel Wilcox, Recorder                              rmw/ Date posted: 9/14/15 
