MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2016
FOREST, PARKS & RECREATION/LAND INFORMATION SYSTEMS SUBCOMMITTEE OF
 OCONTO COUNTY BOARD SUPERVISORS
Draft minutes until Committee approved
Meeting called to order at 8:31 AM by Robert Pott, Vice-Chair.

COMMITTEE PRESENT:  Judith Buhrandt, Robert Pott; Greg Sekela, Al Stranz; Vernon Zoeller
OTHERS PRESENT:  Monty Brink, Forest Parks & Recreation Administrator; Michelle Seefeldt, Clerk Typist; Brian Gross, LIS County Surveyor; Michelle Wrzochalski, DNR Liaison; Rec. Officer Troy Sherman and others present.
1. Approval of Agenda
a. Change of Sequence

b. Removal of Items
Moved by Zoeller, seconded by Pott to approve the agenda.  Motion voted on and carried.

2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Moved by Buhrandt, seconded by Zoeller to approve the minutes of August 17, 2016.  Motion voted on and carried.

Moved by Stranz, seconded by Buhrandt to approve the minutes of August 3, 2016.  Motion voted on and carried.

3. Approval of Department Bills for the Months of August/September
Monty Brink presented the Forest & Parks bills for committee approval.  Brian Gross presented the Land Information Systems bills for committee approval.  Moved by Zoeller, seconded by Stranz to approve the bills.  Motion voted on and carried.

4. Communications
Monty informed the committee that he will be meeting with a reporter from the Times Herald.  They are interested in doing an article on the new Oconto County Forest Administrator.  

5. Buy Backs
Brian Gross up-dated the committee on the Mark Zullner/Townsend property buy back from last month.  He received a $1,000 check at the end of August, which was not payment in full.  Discussion was held on extending the deadline.  Moved by Stranz, seconded by Zoeller to grant Mark Zullner an extension to buy back parcel #042-090901412 contingent on all taxes and fees are paid through the end of September.  Motion voted on and carried.
6. Discuss Tax Deed Procedure
The Tax Deed Procedure matter postponed until September 7, 2016, shall be addressed at the October 5th, 2016, due to the absence of necessary contributors to this discussion.
7. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding Action to Acquire 2016 Tax Deeds
Discussion and recommendation to take tax deed parcels and to order the County Clerk to execute Oconto County tax deeds for year 2011 (39 total).  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to forward a resolution to recommend to County Board to order the Oconto County Clerk to execute and issue a tax deed in favor of Oconto County upon all lands for which Oconto County owns and hold tax certificates remaining unredeemed for the year 2011.  

8. LIS Administrator Report
Brian Gross up-dated the Board on the White Potato Lake Tax Deed property.  There will be a re-evaluation in the Town of Abrams this year.  Property Listing is working with the GCS software vender to accommodate the full referendum disclosure regulation change on tax bills.  Once that is complete, tax bills will be ordered.  Moved by Stranz, seconded by Pott to accept the LIS Administrator’s report.
9. Recreation Officer Report
Officer Sherman reported that there haven’t been any complaints out at the Machickanee Shooting Range.  Extra patrols have been put on FR105 because of an increase in ATV/Party activity.  They have been receiving calls on timber theft so cameras are being installed to help monitor that issue.  Troy reported that there were 3 ATV accidents on Saturday of the Labor Day weekend due to dust and someone dumped a 26 ft. boat on FR107.  Moved by Zoeller, seconded by Pott to accept the Recreation Officer’s Report.  Motion voted on and carried. 
10. Forest & Parks Administrator Report
Monty Brink reported that there are 3 new timber sales starting.  He stated that sale #301 for Algoma they will be moving the sale line to distinguish the lot line between the County and Mr. Calewaerts property line.  The Snowmobile/ATV contracts have been sent to Cheryl Mick’s office for review and will be mailed to the clubs once they are returned.  Monty attended the Snow/ATV Council Meeting in Wausau on August 22nd – August 23rd where they approved funding for the McCaslin Brook Bridge upgrade.  We applied for a grant for 10 miles of the Nicolet State Trail.  The Recreational Trail Aids Program will fund half of the expenses and the ATV Trail Aids Program funded 25% which leaves 25% unfunded.    Discussion was held on if the clubs supplied the gravel we would supply the labor.  Monty to contact the clubs and report back to the Committee.  Monty and Dave will be attending the WCFA Conference on September 29 – September 30, 2016.  Monty reported that he was approached by Ken Dolata requesting a tree drop in the Ranch Lake area for fish habitat.  Consult with Corp. Counsel about liability and ensure DNR permits are obtained before issuing wood cutting permit.  Moved by Stranz, seconded by Zoeller to accept the Forest & Parks Administrator’s Report.  Motion Voted on and carried.  
11. WDNR Liaison Report
Shelley Wrzochalski reported on time commitment hours which is currently 93 hours.  They have been getting ready for the Fall Timber Sale.  Veneer Mills is not satisfied with the logs they are receiving from sale #269 because of the amount of char from controlled burns over the years.  DNR staff will be conducting a feasibility study on Sept. 28 to discuss if burning is worth the cost of degraded logs. She also commented on the timber theft issue that is happening out in the Machickanee.  The DNR/Oconto County partnership meeting was on August 31, 2016.  Shelley expressed concern on the amount of tires and garbage that is being dumped on county lands.  Discussion was held on how to handle this.  Suggestion was made of putting an article in the newspaper making people aware of the growing problem.  Discussion was held on partnering with Land Conservation to develop a management plan to control invasive plants which are becoming a problem in the county forest.  Moved by Pott, seconded by Buhrandt to accept the DNR Liaison’s Report.
12. Road Access Permits

a. Renewals

i. Wolfram’s Island Association
Moved by Buhrandt, seconded by Stranz to approve the road access renewal requests.  Motion voted on and carried.  Monty Brink up-dated the Committee on an expired road access permit in the Town of How.  
13. Machickanee Forest Shooting Range Update – 10:00 AM
Monty Brink updated the Committee on the Machickanee Shooting Range.  He stated the Highway Department won’t be able to fit the MSR into their work schedule until November.  Discussion was held on the current condition of the range and postpone opening the new range until spring.     

14. Chute Pond Shower Building – Crest Agreement

Monty Brink reported that he has been in contact with Crest Precast, but we haven’t receive a signed copy of the amended agreement or the bond.  Monty stated he received a time line for construction on Aug. 3rd but has had no further correspondence or communications since then.  If we receive the signed copy of the amended agreement and bond the project completion date would be October 10th. After further discussion, the Committee advised Monty to e-mail Steve from Crest Precast stating that we will be acting on the Bid Bond until we receive the amended agreement and bond.  
15. 2016 Forest & Parks Capital Improvement Plan

Monty Brink reviewed the 3 projects in the 2016 Capital Improvements Plan.  He stated that the $30,000 allocated for the new lawn mowers and double trailer was not totally expended and he would like to re-allocate $2,000 of those fund to purchase an 8’ x 10’ steel utility trailer.  Moved by Stranz, seconded by Pott to recommend to the Finance Committee to approve reallocating funds to purchase a new 8’ x 10’ steel utility trailer.  Motion voted on and carried.  Monty updated the Committee on the Chute Pond Fieldhouse Bathroom Upgrade.  He stated that he would like to hire an engineer to evaluate the field house structure to see if upgrades/renovations are possible and to reallocate the remaining money for the renovations to the Chute Pond Seasonal Campground.  Discussion was held.  Moved by Stranz, seconded by Buhrandt to recommend to the Finance Committee to approve re-allocating funds to hire an engineer to evaluate the field house and the remaining funds to be used for renovations to the Chute Pond Seasonal Campground.  Motion voted on and carried.  
16. Proposed Changes to the Forest & Parks Ordinance Chapter 9 & 10
Reviewed & discussed the proposed changes to chapter 9 & 10 of the Oconto County Forest & Parks Ordinance.  

17. Fall LTE Positions
Monty Brink informed the Committee that Jim Henkel has started as LTE this fall.  Moved by Pott, seconded by Buhrant to hire Jim Henkel as LTE.  Motion voted on and carried.  
18. Off Road Vehicle Grant

Discussion was held during item #10
19. Chute Pond Caretaker
Monty Brink informed the Committee that he received Mark Lesczykowski’s/Rainbows End Enterprises resignation as Chute Pond caretaker, effective November 30, 2016.  Moved by Buhrandt, seconded by Pott to accept Mark Lesczykowski’s/Rainbows End Enterprises resignation as the Chute Pond Caretaker effective, November 30, 2016.  Motion voted on and carried.  Discussion was held on filling the position with a contracted caretaker vs. hiring an employee as caretaker.  The Committee directed Monty to put the Chute Pond caretaker position out for bids with the requirements listed in the current contract.  
20. County Forest Roads Certification

Monty Brink informed the Committee that he received the County Forest Roads Certification.  No changes are needed to Oconto County Forest Roads, but he would like to add 5 sections of road for an increase of .85 miles of road totaling an increase of $285.60.  Moved by Stranz, seconded by Buhrandt to accept the County Forest Roads Certification and to apply for certification for the suggested 5 sections of road.  Motion Voted on and carried.

21. Informational Items Only
None

22. Set Meeting Dates
a. The Committee selected October 5, 2016 as the next business meeting date.
b. The Committee selected October 18, 2016 at 8:30 for the Fall Tour.

c. The Committee selected November 1, 2016 for the Fall Timber Sale and business meeting date.

23. Adjournment
Moved Stranz, seconded by Zoeller to adjourn.  Motion voted on and carried.  Adjourned at 12:17 PM

_________________________________________

Michelle Seefeldt – Recording Secretary
