MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2015 – 8:30 A.M.
FOREST, PARKS & RECREATION/LAND INFORMATION SYSTEMS SUBCOMMITTEE OF 
OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CONFERENCE ROOM #1003 – 1ST FLOOR COURTHOUSE BUILDING A
301 WASHINGTON ST, OCONTO, WI 54153
www.co.oconto.wi.us
COMMITTEE PRESENT:   Greg Sekela, Robert Pott, Judy Buhrandt, Al Stranz, Richard Nelson
COMMITTEE ABSENT:  None
OTHERS PRESENT:  Forest & Parks Admin. Bob Skalitzky, LIS Admin. Mark Teuteberg, F & P Clerk Mary Lou Wos, DNR Forester Michele Wrzochalski, Rec. Office Troy Sherman, Public regarding Machickanee Shooting Range, Bryan Much, Paul Ehrfurth
TIME MEETING BEGAN:  8:30 a.m.
1. Approval of Agenda – Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson to approve agenda.  Vote carried unanimously.
A.  Change of Sequence – None.
B.  Removal of Items – None.
2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings (Encl.)
Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to approve minutes of January 7, 2015 meeting.  Vote carried unanimously.
3. Approval of Department Bills for the Months of (Jan/Feb)
Mr. Teuteberg presented Land Information Systems monthly bills for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to approve LIS bills.  Vote carried unanimously.  Mr. Skalitzky presented Forestry & Parks weekly and monthly bills for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to approve Forestry & Parks bills.  Vote carried unanimously.

4. Communications
Under reports.
5. Land Information Systems Administrators Report
Mr. Teuteberg acknowledged and thanked the Forestry crew for their assistance in the recent eviction of tenants at a City of Gillett tax deed property.  Gave update on Topography and CSM surveys for new law enforcement center. Reported the 2014 census update has been sent to GAB and Census regarding City of Oconto Falls Annexation.  Address maps have been sent out to municipalities.  There was a request to do an Assessors Plat in Town of Oconto Falls.  Title searches have been started on 156 tax deed parcels.   Updated Land Records Plan is due by 2016.  Tax Bill mailing invoices were mailed to municipalities.  Reported will not be running again for WLIA board of directors when term ends this year.  Discussion held.  Motion by Pott, second by Buhrandt to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.

6. Buy Back of Tax Delinquent Property
Mr. Teuteberg received request from Stacy Schuerman to buy back Town of Lakewood tax deed property.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to allow Stacy Schuerman to buy back town of Lakewood property in the amount of $11,942.58. Vote carried unanimously.  Request received from Michael E. Wierzba to buy back father’s property in Town of Brazeau that was taken by tax deed.  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to allow Michael E. Wierzba to buy back his father’s Town of Brazeau property in the amount of $6,219.53.  Vote carried unanimously.
7. Review and Award Remaining 2014 Tax Deed Land Sale Parcels
Chairman Sekela opened and announced bid for Land Sale parcel No. 16.  Mark & Dave Gardebrecht submitted bid in the amount of $25,100.00 along with 10% bid deposit.  Bid meets minimum requirements.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to accept Mark & Dave Gardebrecht bid for Land Sale No. 16 in the amount of $25,100.00.  Vote carried unanimously.

8. Tax Deed Evictions
Mr. Teuteberg reported there is no need for any further evictions.
9. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding Tax Deed Property Cleanup
Mr. Teuteberg informed committee regarding two tax deed properties that need to be cleaned up.  The county does not have the personnel available to clean the houses on these properties.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson for Mr. Teuteberg to submit request for proposal to clean up both properties and to bring back proposals at next committee meeting.  Vote carried unanimously.
10. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding 2016 Plat Book
Mr. Teuteberg will start looking at getting proposals for 2016 plat book.
11. Review of 2014 Hours Report
Mr. Teuteberg and Mr. Skalitzky presented report of employee’s hours.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to approve hours reports.  Vote carried unanimously.
12. Recreational Officer Report
Officer Sherman reported on doing snow patrols in Northern part of county.  Snowmobile trails are very busy in the northern part of county, especially on weekends.  Reported on one ATV accident at Kelly Lake on January 10. Assisted with missing person search on January 18 on Chute Pond.  Reported on issuing a lot of citations for OWI, speeding, registrations, etc.  The National Forest Service hired a person for the Lakewood/Laona area, but the DNR is still short one person for Oconto County.  Wardens from Marinette, Langlade, and Forest counties are taking turns with patrols.  Reported that ice conditions are poor for ice fishing.  Reported on several fisherees and snowmobile races throughout the county in the next few weeks. Has been attending the trails meetings which are held at Red Maple Country Club in Suring, WI.  Reported that ATV’s are running on snowmobile trails to get from one county to another.  Discussion held regarding the need to get better signage in place as Oconto County does not have dual sport trails.   Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.

13. Forest & Parks Administrators Report
Mr. Skalitzky reported timber sales revenues are over $48,000.00 for January. There are still several active winter sales.  Reported on WCFA meeting in Minocqua, WI, March 18-20, 2015, and a director’s meeting Feb. 18. Chairman Sekela is on the WCFA Board of Directors. The WCFA Summer tour will be held July 8-10, 2015 and is being hosted by Marinette County.  Reported on two direct sales that will be cut by Frank’s Logging as they have other timber sales in those areas.  Has been in contact with Chute Pond Rehabilitation District regarding lowering Chute Pond to kill off invasive Eurasian Milfoil.  Mr. Skalitzky will contact DNR regarding any necessary permits and/or public hearing.  The Chute Pond Rehabilitation District will be meeting with the DNR March 21, 2015. Reported on status of listing Northern Long-eared bat as threatened or endangered and the possible affect this will have on logging.  Reported on Secure Rural Schools Act and decreased funding.  County Forest Discover Wisconsin episode will air on February 7 & 8, 2015.  Discussion held regarding harvesting timber in National Forest lands that are adjacent to county forest.   Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.

14. WDNR Liaison Report
Ms. Wrzochalski reported on hours commitment which is at 88% of time commitment on county forest. Reported that it’s been a good winter for logging and there are several active sales.  Working on timber sale establishment for the spring sale.  Concern with older sales and winter sales not being cut.  Gearing up for spring fire season due to little snow cover.  Will be attending a statewide Fire liaison meeting on February 25, 2015.  Currently, private land owners are cutting ash trees.  Reported on the gray wolf being listed again, so data base will need to be looked at.  Reported on endangered or threatened species such as Northern Long-eared bat, box turtle, etc.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.
15. 2015 Forest Certification Audit
Mr. Skalitzky reported that Oconto County will be audited on August 14, 2015. 

16. Chute Pond Building
A.  Update – Mr. Skalitzky has been inspecting the new bathroom/shower facility and determined the shower heads were installed incorrectly.  He will contact the builder regarding this matter.  Discussion held regarding completion date of April 30 versus May 8, 2015.
B.  Robert E. Lee & Associates Request-Contract Amendment – Engineer is requesting that county accept cost of $1,500.00 to re-bid the project last year.  The total engineering cost came to $16,000.00, but the contract was for $14,500.00.  Discussion held.  Committee consensus is not to amend contract.
17. Road Access Permits
A.  New – None.
B.  Renewals
     1.  Paul Polzin-Town of Brazeau – Mr. Skalitzky reported that $40.00 renewal fee has been paid and there are no problems with road access.  Motion by Pott, second by Nelson to approve road access renewals for two more years.  Vote carried unanimously.
     2.  Michael Nelson-Town of Brazeau – Approved.  See Item 17.A.1. above.
18. Machickanee Forest Shooting Range Update – 10:00 a.m.
Mr. Skalitzky reported there are no new updates, and that he will e-mail DNR regarding status of grant.  Discussion held regarding possible wetland determination.
19. Off-Highway Motorcycling Presentation-Bryan Much – 10:10 a.m.
Bryan Much presented information regarding off-highway motorcycling on dual sport trails and is requesting Oconto County establish dual sport trails. Discussion held.  Mr. Skalitzky will send letters out to stake holders (ATV/UTV and snowmobile clubs with use agreements) for input and bring back comments to committee for March 4, 2015 meeting.
20. Informational Items Only
Discussion held regarding Governor’s Budget and possible elimination of stewardship grant bonding.
21. Set Meeting Date
Date of next meeting:  March 4, 2015
Time of next meeting:  8:30 a.m.
22. Adjournment
Motion by Buhrandt, second by Nelson to adjourn at 11:19 a.m.  Vote carried unanimously.

Date Posted:  February 11, 2015
__________________________________  
Judith Buhrandt, Secretary  
