MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2015 – 8:30 A.M.
FOREST, PARKS & RECREATION/LAND INFORMATION SYSTEMS SUBCOMMITTEE OF 
OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CONFERENCE ROOM #1003 – 1ST FLOOR COURTHOUSE BUILDING A
301 WASHINGTON ST, OCONTO, WI 54153
www.co.oconto.wi.us
COMMITTEE PRESENT:   Greg Sekela, Robert Pott, Judy Buhrandt, Al Stranz, Richard Nelson
COMMITTEE ABSENT:  None
OTHERS PRESENT:  Forest & Parks Admin. Bob Skalitzky, LIS Admin. Mark Teuteberg, F & P Clerk Mary Lou Wos, DNR Forester Michele Wrzochalski, Public regarding Machickanee Shooting Range, Mel Raatz, Public for Tax Deed Property Clean-up Bid opening
TIME MEETING BEGAN:  8:30 a.m.
1. Approval of Agenda – Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to approve agenda with change of sequence as specified.  Vote carried unanimously.
A.  Change of Sequence – Mr. Teuteberg requested to move Item 10, Discussion Regarding Governors Proposed Budget, up to Item 4.A.  Motion by Nelson, second by Pott to approve change of sequence.  Vote carried unanimously.
B.  Removal of Items – None
2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings
Mr. Skalitzky requested Feb. 4, 2015 minutes be amended to read ‘Wood’ Turtle instead of ‘Box’ Turtle in line 6 of Item 14.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to approve minutes with change in wording as specified by Mr. Skalitzky.  Vote carried unanimously.

3. Approval of Department Bills for the Months of (Feb/March)
Mr. Teuteberg presented Land Information Systems monthly bills for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Pott to approve LIS bills.  Vote carried unanimously.  Mr. Skalitzky presented Forestry & Parks bills for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson to approve Forestry & Parks bills.  Vote carried unanimously.
4. Communications
Under reports.
4.A.   Discussion Regarding Governors Proposed Budget
Assessor Mel Raatz present at meeting with concern about proposed State budget with regards to Property Assessment Reform Bill.  State proposal is to transition property tax assessments from local municipalities to the county. Despite an increase in responsibility and duties, including a requirement for annual assessments, no additional monies are allocated in the proposed State Budget for these services.  The proposal instead suggests that these new responsibilities be funded by the county billing the effected municipalities an amount no greater than 95% of what the municipality paid to conduct its own assessments in 2015. Not all municipalities conduct yearly assessments and therefore may not have included in their 2015 budgets funds sufficient to support this program nor planned to conduct any assessments in 2015. Public budget hearings will begin the end of March.  Discussion held.  Consensus of committee is to be in opposition of Property Assessment Reform Bill.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to take opposition of Property Assessment Reform Bill to County Finance Committee and to recommend it be pulled from State budget altogether.  Vote carried unanimously.
5. Land Information Systems Administrators Report
Mr. Teuteberg reported that Brian Gross will be attending a WSLS seminar March 20 in Green Bay, WI.  On Friday March 6, Mr. Teuteberg reported that he will be attending a county surveyor’s meeting and on March 12, a meeting in Stevens Point regarding funding the monumentation of county boundaries.  Will be attending town board meeting in Town of Riverview regarding Paya Lake Assessor’s Plat.  Has received several calls and a letter was read from landowner regarding assessors plat.  Discussion held regarding assessor’s plat and setting survey lines. Motion by Pott, second by Buhrandt to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.

6. Buy Back of Tax Delinquent Property
No new requests, but discussion held regarding current policy for buy backs.  Mr. Teuteberg will meet with Corp. Counsel, County Treasurer, and Admin. Coordinator to review tax deed procedure.
7. Review and Award Remaining 2014 Tax Deed Land Sale Parcels
Chairman Sekela opened and announced bid received for Land Sale parcel No. 1 in the amount of $3,600.00, along with 10% bid bond, from Jeremiah & Shelly Mocco.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson to approve bid in the amount of $3,600.00 from Jeremiah & Shelly Mocco for Town of Abrams Land Sale parcel No. 1.  Vote carried unanimously.
8. Open Bids and Make Recommendation Regarding Tax Deed Property Clean-up
Chairman Sekela opened and announced the following bids for Tax Deed property clean-up for two parcels, one in City of Oconto and one in Town of Oconto:  Bid received from ServPro in the amount of $5,965.00 for  City of Oconto parcel and $7,580.00 for Town of Oconto parcel, with a 4% discount in the amount of $13,000.00 for both parcels and to have clean-up completed by May 31, 2015; Bid received from Clean Right Service, LLC in the amount of $2,500.00 for City of Oconto parcel, and $3,900.00 for Town of Oconto parcel, to be finished by end of March unless material is frozen to ground;  Bid received from CCS Properties in the amount of $2,610.00 For City of Oconto parcel and $3,805.00 for Town of Oconto parcel.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Pott to accept bid from Clean Right Service, LLC in the amount of $6,400.00 for both parcels.  Vote carried unanimously.
9. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding 2016 Plat Book
Mr. Teuteberg requested information from counties regarding printing of new plat book.  Several vendors were discussed including Mapping Solutions, who printed the last several editions of county plat book.  Mapping Solutions quoted a cost of $17,200.00 to print 1,000 new books.  Discussion held regarding additions to the new book, including orthos. Currently there is over $37,000.00 in a non-lapsing plat book account.  New edition of plat book would still sell for $25.00 each.  Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson to go to County Board with resolution to approve Mapping Solutions to print new edition of plat book, to include orthos, at a cost of $17,200.00 for initial printing of 1,000 books.  Vote carried unanimously.
10. Discussion Regarding Governors Proposed Budget
See Item 4.A.
11. Recreational Officer Report
No report
12. Forest & Parks Administrators Report
Mr. Skalitzky reported on trails meeting attended in February with regard to trail marking and uniform mapping for E911.  Reported that $45,000.00 grant was received from Wisconsin Waterways Commission for Chute Pond parking lot expansion.  Reported that Robert E. Lee & Associates may request extension of timetable for completion of Chute Pond Bathroom/Shower facility.  Mr. Skalitzky presented diagram of proposed ADA accessible pier at Machickanee Boat Landing.  Will be attending Sustainable Forestry Conference on April 16 in Florence, WI.  Discussion held regarding possible completion of Chute Pond parking lot expansion.  Mr. Skalitzky will contact County Highway Dept. to coordinate this project with forestry crew.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.

13. WDNR Liaison Report
Ms. Wrzochalski reported on hours commitment which is at 99% due to busy winter sales.  Reported on county liaison meeting recently held in Minocqua, WI.  Would like to have DNR Forestry Specialist come to April committee meeting to do a presentation on county forest health.  Reported that their Technician is leaving for a different position and will not be able to re-hire yet due to DNR hiring freeze.  Reported on invasive Annosum Root Rot and its effect on county forest lands throughout the State.  Michigan joined the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to appeal Wolf on endangered species list.  Reported on prescribed burn in Machickanee Forest Unit-county will have to keep this area closely monitored.  Discussion held regarding logging signs on county forest roads and town roads.  Mr. Skalitzky will discuss regulation and responsibility of this with corp. counsel.  Reported on good winter logging this year.  Discussion held regarding Managed Forest Law for private land owners.  Motion by Pott, second by Buhrandt to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.
14. 2015 Emergency Fire Wardens
Mr. Skalitzky received the updated list for 2015 which needs to be approved by County Board.  Discussion held.  Motion by Pott, second by Nelson with 1 abstention by Buhrandt.  Vote carried.
15. Road Access Permits
A.  New – None.
B.  Renewals
     1.  John Belongia/Mark Athey-Town of How – Renewal fee of $40.00 has been paid and there are no problems with road access.  Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson to approve road access renewal for two more years.  Vote carried unanimously.
16. Timber Sale Contracts
A.  Marshal Giese Trucking
     1.  Contract 177-09 – Mr. Skalitzky reported this is a winter-only sale and extension of contract to December 30, 2015 was approved.  Letter of Credit needed to be extended to March 30, 2016 and was received just before committee meeting, so no further action necessary.
     2.  Contract 189-10 – Mr. Skalitzky reported this sale is all cut and hauled and Forestry Foreman Borisch will do a final inspection.  There should be no need to extend Letter of Credit on this sale.
     3.  Contract 195-10 – Mr. Skalitzky reported this is a winter-only sale and extension of contract to December 30, 2015 was approved.  Letter of Credit needed to be extended to March 30, 2016 and was received just before committee meeting, so no further action necessary.
B.  NRG Ducaine Logging
     1.  Contract 197-10 – Mr. Skalitzky reported that this sale contract expires March 30, 2015.  According to the last contract amendment, it was the final extension.  Almost this entire sale has been cut, except for a small area, amounting to about 2-3 acres of hardwood.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to recommend taking action on Letter of Credit if no attempt is made to cut this area before the end of March, and to send letter regarding this action.  Vote carried unanimously.
17. Wisconsin County Forest Association
A.  Spring Meeting – WCFA spring meeting will be held March 19 & 20 in Minocqua, WI.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to allow whoever is able to go to meeting, can attend.  Vote carried unanimously.
B.  Good Neighbor Authority Program-USDA Forest Service – This program was included in the Farm Bill, for the State of Wisconsin to work with U.S. Forest Service to get more harvesting done on National Forest land. Oconto County could benefit from this program.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to go to County Board with resolution in support of the Good Neighbor Authority Program.  Vote carried unanimously.
C.  Concerns with Proposed FY2016-FY2107 Wisconsin State Budget – Mr. Skalitzky reported the governor’s budget would eliminate the grant which supports WCFA Administration and County Forest Administration, for a total reduction of approximately $52,000.00 to Oconto County.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to go to County Board with resolution to request restoring the WCFA Administration and County Forest Administration grants.  Vote carried unanimously.  Discussion held regarding governor’s budget which eliminates funding of Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program for land purchases for 14 years.  The WCFA feels some funding needs to be available to counties for forest land acquisition.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to present resolution to county board to restore funding for county forest land acquisition.  Vote carried unanimously.  WCFA still seeking to increase Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) which is currently at 30¢ per acre. WCFA trying to get increase to $1.00 per acre.  Discussion held.
18. Off-Highway Motorcycling Update
Mr. Skalitzky had surveys sent out to rec. trail user clubs regarding multi-use trails, but not all clubs responded.  Will bring information back to committee at April meeting.

19. Machickanee Forest Shooting Range Update – 10:00 a.m.
Mr. Skalitzky contacted Keith Wernecke who indicated funding is approved, but DNR is waiting on an archaeological survey before awarding grant funding for re-design.  The red pine stand surrounding current shooting range will be logged off to enable redesign of shooting range.  Committee consensus is for county not to proceed with any work until grant funds are received.
20. Informational Items Only
None.
21. Set Meeting Date
Date of next meeting:  April 8, 2015
Time of next meeting:  8:30 a.m.
22. Adjournment
Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to adjourn at 11:59 a.m.  Vote carried unanimously.

Date Posted:  March 11, 2015
__________________________________  
Judith Buhrandt, Secretary  
