MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2015 – 8:30 A.M.
FOREST, PARKS & RECREATION/LAND INFORMATION SYSTEMS SUBCOMMITTEE OF 
OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CONFERENCE ROOM #1003 – 1ST FLOOR COURTHOUSE BUILDING A
301 WASHINGTON ST, OCONTO, WI 54153
www.co.oconto.wi.us
COMMITTEE PRESENT:   Greg Sekela, Robert Pott, Judy Buhrandt, Al Stranz, Richard Nelson
COMMITTEE ABSENT:  None
OTHERS PRESENT:  Forest & Parks Admin. Bob Skalitzky, LIS Admin. Mark Teuteberg, F & P Clerk Mary Lou Wos, DNR Forester Michele Wrzochalski, DNR Forester Linda Williams, Timber Producers, Members of Outback Riders Horse Club, Public regarding Machickanee Shooting Range
TIME MEETING BEGAN:  8:30 a.m.
1. Approval of Agenda – Motion by Pott, second by Nelson to approve agenda as amended. Vote carried unanimously.
A.  Change of Sequence – Mr. Skalitzky requested to move Item 15. Timber Sale Renewals up to Item 3.A. Discussion held.    Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson to move Item 15. up to Item 3.A.  Vote carried unanimously.
B.  Removal of Items – None.
2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings (Encl.)
Motion by Nelson, second by Buhrandt to approve minutes of March 4, 2015 meeting.  Vote carried unanimously.

3. Approval of Department Bills for the Months of (March/April)
Mr. Teuteberg presented Land Information Systems monthly bills for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to approve Land Information Systems bills.  Vote carried unanimously.  Mr. Skalitzky presented Forestry & Parks weekly and monthly bills for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Motion by Pott, second by Nelson to approve Forestry & Parks bills.  Vote carried unanimously.
3.A.   Timber Sale Renewals
A.  Marshal Giese Trucking LLC – Marshal Giese requesting extension of winter only sales 181-10, 182-10, 183-10, and 187-10.  Mr. Skalitzky explained these sales are beyond the 4 year performance as specified in contract.  Previously, timber sale contracts were extended for 1 year with a 5% increase in stumpage.  Letters of credit would also need to be renewed for 1 more year.  Mr. Skalitzky further explained the Mr. Giese had harvested two other winter only sales this past winter, but with the early warm-up was not able to complete any more.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to extend these sale contracts for 1 more year with 10% increase in stumpage and renewal of letters of credit, also to stipulate this would be the final extension.  Vote carried unanimously.
     1.  Sale Contract 181-10 – Renewed-see motion in Item 3.A. above.
     2.  Sale Contract 182-10 – Renewed-see motion in Item 3.A. above.
     3.  Sale Contract 183-10 – Renewed-see motion in Item 3.A. above.
     4.  Sale Contract 187-10 – Renewed-see motion in Item 3.A. above.
B.  David Slempkes-Sale Contract 166-09 – Mr. Slempkes requesting renewal of this winter only sale for 1 more year.  Letter of Credit has already been extended for one more year.  Discussion held.  Motion by Pott, second by Buhrandt to extend David Slempkes Sale contract 166-09 for 1 more year with 10% increase in stumpage.  This will be the final extension.  Forestry foreman will further discuss condition of this sale extension with Mr. Slempkes.  Vote carried unanimously.
C.  Wild Rivers Forestry-Sale contract 119-07 – Request received to extend this sale one more year.  Previously, this sale was extended with 10% increase.  Todd McCourt of Wild Rivers Forestry stated they had planned on harvesting, but early spring prevented this.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to extend Wild Rivers Forestry Sale Contract 119-07 for 1 more year with 10% increase, to renew letter of credit, and to stipulate this would be the final extension.  Vote carried unanimously.
4. Communications
Under reports. 
5. Land Information Systems Administrators Report
Mr. Teuteberg reported on scheduling a Land Council meeting April 30th to discuss remonumentation and parcel mapping representative from DOA will be at meeting.  Will keep committee updated on possible meeting date.  Working with Oconto Airport Commission to extend current runway to 4,000 feet.  Expansion may extend over into county forest land.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.

6. Buy Back of Tax Delinquent Property
None at this time.
7. Review and Award Remaining 2014 Tax Deed Land Sale Parcels
Chairman Sekela opened and announced bid received from Joseph Baeten for land sale #20 in the amount of $500.10.  Bid bond of 10% was also submitted with bid.  Discussion held.  Motion by Buhrandt, second by Nelson to accept bid from Joseph Baeten for land sale #20 in the amount of $500.10.  Vote carried unanimously.  Mr. Teuteberg stated the current land sale document will be pulled of the county website and will be reposted when the 2015 Tax Deed Land Sale document is compiled.
8. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding 2016 Plat Book
Mr. Teuteberg gave update on status of 2016 Plat book and information on 2013 plat book inventory.  Discussion held regarding whether or not to order more 2013 plat books.  Motion by Nelson, second by Buhrandt to order 50 more plat books if the supply is exhausted by June 1st.  Vote carried unanimously.
9. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding 2014 Annual Reports
Mr. Teuteberg reviewed Land Information Systems 2014 Annual Report for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Mr. Skalitzky reviewed Forest, Parks & Recreation 2014 Annual Report for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by nelson to accept reports and forward to County Board for approval.  Vote carried unanimously.
10. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding Maintenance of Tax Deed Parcels
Mr. Teuteberg received letters from City of Oconto regarding clean-up of two tax deed parcels now owned by Oconto County.  The tax deed parcel located on Second Street is in the process of being cleaned up.  Discussion held regarding tax deed property on McDonald St.  Mr. Teuteberg will be meeting with City of Oconto regarding these parcels, and will keep committee updated.
11. Recreational Officer Report
No Report
12. Forest & Parks Administrators Report
Mr. Skalitzky reported that he spoke with Corp. Counsel Mick regarding logging signs.  County can put up signs wherever there is active logging.  Reported on Town of Brazeau road project to widen Butler Rock Road.  The town requested that county forestry dept. cut the right-of-way, so a direct sale contract was issued to Dave Slempkes. Sale contract area adjacent to Machickanee Shooting Range has been cut by NRG Ducaine Logging.  Reported the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service listed the Northern Long-earned Bat as Threatened, and discussed the effect this would have on timber harvesting.  Reported on the status of the Good Neighbor Authority to manage U.S. Forest Service property.   Mr. Skalitzky notified all state representatives of the County Resolution regarding restoring the County Forest Administrator Grant funding.  Supervisor Stranz brought up concern with ATV’s driving through an area of public boat landing on N. River Road in Town of Oconto.  Mr. Skalitzky will notify Rec. Officer Sherman of this situation.  Mr. Skalitzky reported on year-to-date timber revenues.  Discussion held regarding NHI inventory of Wood Turtle.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to accept report. Vote carried unanimously.

13. WDNR Liaison Report
Ms. Wrzochalski reported that county timber sales are set up and in the approval process.  Due do mid-March warm up it was necessary to spray with back packs for annosum.  Reported on suppression of 11 fires on about 4 acres.  Reported that active timber sale off of Stiles Tower Road is going well, but there are concerns with partyers taking stacked (green) wood for camp fires.  Reported this is a low year for tree planting with only 25,000 trees ordered and 4 tree planters being rented out.  Reported on opened areas on timber sale along Pete DeFoure Road.  Ruffed Grouse Society will be working on maintaining existing trails current openings.  Effective May 4th the Northern Long-eared bat will be listed as threatened which will result in seasonal restrictions in June and July for cutting timber in know sites.  Reported that timber commitment on county forest has been met and exceeded.  Discussion held.  Motion by Pott, second by Nelson to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.
14. Forest Health Update – Linda Williams, Forest Health Specialist – 9:00 a.m.
Linda Williams of DNR at meeting with power point presentation regarding information on statewide forest health and invasive species such as Annosum root rot, oak wilt, Emerald Ash Borer, Amynthas worm, and other invasives.

15. Timber Sale Renewals – Moved up to 3.A.
16. Road Access Permits
A.  New
     1. Ralph & Barbara Anderson-Town of Bagley – Request received from Ralph & Barbara Anderson for new road access permit to access property they recently purchased from Steven Moore.  Previously, Mr. Moore had a road access permit and there were no problems during that time.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to approve new road access permit in Town of Bagley for Ralph & Barbara Anderson for two years pending payment of $40.00 fee.  Vote carried unanimously.
B.  Renewals
     1.  Steve Birr-Town of Morgan – Request received from Steve Birr to renew road access permit in Town of Morgan for two more years.  Fee has already been paid and there are no problems with permit.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to approve Town of Morgan road access for Steve Birr for two more years.  Vote carried unanimously.
17. Chute Pond Rehabilitation District Request – Fall Drawdown
Mr. Skalitzky reported on Lakes Association annual meeting he attended.  The District voted to request drawdown permit through DNR for next year. Permit for temporary drawdown is needed to treat invasives in the upstream bays.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt for Mr. Skalitzky to apply for permit through DNR for temporary drawdown to treat invasive species in upstream bays of Chute Pond.  Vote carried unanimously.

18. Outback Riders Agreement
Current agreement expires May 1st and club is requesting to renew for another two years.  Outback Riders Horse Club will be cleaning trails in the Machickanee county forest unit this weekend.  As part of their five-year plan, Outback Riders Club also requesting the possible development of a campground in the area of the trailhead.  Mr. Skalitzky will look into grant application for development of this area.  Discussion held.  Motion by Pott, second by Stranz to approve Outback Riders agreement for two more years contingent upon updating liability insurance. Vote carried unanimously.
19. Wisconsin County Forest Spring Meeting Report
A.  Good Neighbor Authority – This was previously discussed in Forest & Parks Admin. report.  Mr. Skalitzky will be attending a meeting this Friday in Forest County regarding Good Neighbor Authority.
B.  County Forest Administrator Grant – Mr. Skalitzky called all local representatives to request restoring this grant funding.
C.  Knowles-Nelson Stewardship County Forest Acquisition – Counties with county forest lands will be submitting resolutions to their respective County Boards to restore County Forest Acquisition part.  Mr. Skalitzky will also submit resolution together requesting the restoration of this part of Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund.
D.  State PILT Payments – County requesting increase from $.30 to $1.00 per acre in State payment in lieu of taxes to all towns with county forest acreage. Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to authorize resolution to County Board to increase PILT payments from $.30 to $1.00 per acre to townships with county forest acreage.  Vote carried unanimously.
20. Off-Highway Motorcycling Proposal
Mr. Skalitzky reported on survey that was sent out last month to all user groups.  Most groups said no for current ATV/UTV trail use and also for State Recreational Trail use, due to no funding source available.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to deny request for 2 year trial period for off-highway motorcycle use on ATV/UTV trails and State Rec. Trail.  Vote carried unanimously.
21. 2015-2016 Snowmobile/ATV/UTV Grant Application
Mr. Skalitzky presented applications for Snowmobile Grant funding in the amount of $114,525.00 for 421 miles plus 31.1 new funded miles.  Also grant application for ATV/UTV trails in the amount of $51,060.00 for 83 miles plus .6 new funded miles.  Also grant application for T Route hybrid miles in the amount of $9.076.00 for 1.5 county forest miles.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Pott to apply for 2015-16 grant funding for recreational trails as presented.  Vote carried unanimously.
22. Machickanee Forest Shooting Range Update – 10:00 a.m.
Mr. Skalitzky reported there are no new updates on re-design and grant paperwork has not been received yet.  DNR is doing an NHI inventory assessment.  The red pine around sale has been cut by logger who had adjacent timber sale in this area and bark beetle infestation has been removed.  Discussion held.  Re-design of shooting range cannot move forward until grant money has been applied for and received.

23. Set Spring Timber Sale
Spring timber sale scheduled for Wednesday, June 17, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. in the county board room.
24. Informational Items Only
Further discussion held regarding public hearing date for Lakes Association request for temporary drawdown through DNR.  It was recommended public hearing be held on a Saturday morning preferable in the Town of Mountain.  Mr. Skalitzky will keep committee updated on public hearing date.
25. Set Meeting Date
Date of next meeting: May 6, 2015
Time of next meeting:  8:30 a.m.
26. Adjournment
Motion by Pott, second by Stranz to adjourn at meeting at 11:44 a.m.  Vote carried unanimously.

Date Posted:  April 14, 2015
__________________________________  
Judith Buhrandt, Secretary  
