MINUTES
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 6, 2015 – 8:30 A.M.
FOREST, PARKS & RECREATION/LAND INFORMATION SYSTEMS SUBCOMMITTEE OF 
OCONTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CONFERENCE ROOM #1003 – 1ST FLOOR COURTHOUSE BUILDING A
301 WASHINGTON ST, OCONTO, WI 54153
www.co.oconto.wi.us
COMMITTEE PRESENT:   Greg Sekela, Robert Pott, Judy Buhrandt, Al Stranz, Richard Nelson
COMMITTEE ABSENT:  None
OTHERS PRESENT:  Forest & Parks Admin. Bob Skalitzky, LIS Admin. Mark Teuteberg, F & P Clerk Mary Lou Wos, DNR Forester Michele Wrzochalski, Rec. Office Troy Sherman, Oconto Area ATV Club members, Public regarding Machickanee Shooting Range, 
TIME MEETING BEGAN:  8:30 a.m.
1. Approval of Agenda – Motion by Nelson, second by Buhrandt to approve agenda with change in sequence.  Vote carried unanimously.
A.  Change of Sequence – Ms. Wrzochalski requested to move up Item 28 Set Meeting Date.  Mr. Skalitzky further requested to move up Item 15 Discuss Spring Tour.  Discussion held.  Motion by Pott, second by Stranz to move Items 28 and 15 up to Item 9.A.  Vote carried unanimously.
B.  Removal of Items – None.
2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings (Encl.)
Ms. Wrzochalski requested change in line 6 of her report for the wording ‘existing trails’ should be ‘current openings’ instead.  Discussion held.  Motion by Vote carried unanimously.

3. Approval of Department Bills for the Months of April/May
Mr. Teuteberg presented Land Information Systems monthly bills for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to approve LIS bills.  Vote carried unanimously.  Mr. Skalitzky presented Forestry & Parks weekly and monthly bills for committee approval.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson to approve Forestry & Parks bills.  Vote carried unanimously.

4. Communications
Under Reports
5. Oconto Area ATV Club Update
Oconto Area ATV Club members present to give update on the possibility of connecting to Nicolet State Rec. Trail via the Oconto River State Rec.Trail. The club gave a presentation of maps on possible routes.  The club had met with the Towns of Abrams, Morgan and Stiles for their approval to access roads in each respective township.  Chairman Sekela reminded the club of the public hearings held a couple years ago regarding the proposal of ATV trails in these townships and the disapproval of adjacent landowners, and other trail users.  Mr. Skalitzky had previously informed the club they need to work with Dept. of Transportation regarding highway right-of-way, overpasses and box culverts.  Discussion held.
6. Butler Rock Lookout Road Discussion
Mr. Skalitzky met with the Town of Brazeau Chairman Ryan Wendt regarding road access to Butler Rock area.  Butler Rock Lookout Road had to be closed down due to problems with severe erosion on Butler Rock.  This is a high value conservation forest and needs to be protected. Town of Brazeau is interested in this access road being opened back up and the area developed for public use.  Mr. Teuteberg read State Statute 82.19 regarding discontinuance/ vacation of roads.  Discussion held regarding developing parking lot area, signage, and re-designating foot path in order to limit destruction and abuse of this area.  Mr. Skalitzky will meet with Town of Brazeau regarding State Statute 82.19, and possible development of area.
7. Recreational Office Report
Officer Sherman reported on the last couple months of activity on the rec. trails.  The snowmobile season was busy primarily on the northern trails as the southern trails remained closed due to lack of snow. Reported on one fatal snowmobile accident on Chute Pond.  The DNR assisted with saturation patrols which resulted in several OWI arrests.  Will be putting buoys out on Pensaukee boat landing.  Reported that 20’ Mirrocraft boat came in and that the county pays $2,000.00 per year to use the boat for water patrols.  Reported that he has been working the bay of Green Bay since the ice went out.  Reported on a good start to the ATV season.  Although there were 3 crashes, there were no serious injuries.  Assisted with Machickanee Trails clean-up and sent out citations for garbage thrown out in Machickanee Forest Unit.  Received a call from Jim Kellogg who volunteered to clean up the Pipeline / Sleeter Road area in Towns of Breed & Brazeau.  Reported on busy opening weekend for fishing on inland waters.  All county boat launches and campgrounds were full.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Buhrandt to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.
8. Forest & Parks Administrators Report
Mr. Skalitzky presented aerial map of trail that goes to Butler Rock. Discussion held regarding the development of the parking area and foot path to this environmentally sensitive area (previously discussed in Item 6).  Received notice from U.S. Forest Service regarding recreational realignment and the reduction of access to several recreational areas.  Reported on the status of the Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) with the U.S. Forest Service.  Oconto County has offered assistance to set up timber sales on the National Forest, the State should have GNA agreement in place by June or July.  Under conditions of this agreement, the sales revenue would go to the State with eventual reimbursement for county forestry work.  Reported on the Pensaukee Landing parking lot expansion.  The Federal grant expires June 30, 2015 so this project is a priority with the county highway dept. and Forestry & Parks.  Reported on possible road grader purchase through Fabco which was budgeted.  Discussion held regarding rental vs. purchase.  The county gets reimbursed through DOT to maintain county forest roads.  Motion by Stranz, second by Buhrandt to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.

9. WDNR Liaison Report
Ms. Wrzochalski reported on meeting and exceeding hours commitment on county forest.  Highlighted timber sales and high volumes of aspen and pine sales being cut.  Reported on fire control, so far there have been 25 fires on 25.1 acres.  Also assisted with fire suppression on Menominee Reservation just North of Legend Lake.  Discussion held.  Motion by nelson, second by Stranz to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.


9.A.  Discuss Spring Tour – Committee will have Spring Tour on Friday, June 12, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. and will meet at the Suring Municipal Building.

See Meeting Date – Next committee meeting is scheduled for Wed., June 3, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. Mr. Skalitzky advised Committee of WCFA Summer Tour to be held July 9 &10, 2015 in Marinette County.
10. Timber Sale Renewals
Mr. Skalitzky received request from Albrecht Trucking to extend Sale contract 225-12.  This sale is located off of County Road Y and is a winter only or extremely dry condition sale.  This sale was previously extended with a 5% increase in stumpage and will expire June 30, 2015.  Discussion held.   Motion by Pott, second by Buhrandt to approve a 1 year extension with 10% increase in stumpage as per contract language, this will be the final extension.  Vote carried unanimously.
11. Road Access Permits
A.  New – None.
B.  Renewals – None.

12. Chute Pond
A.  Bathroom/Shower Facility Update – Mr. Skalitzky reported the new facility has been completed.  However, the waterline going to the building froze out and the old line needed to be dug out and replaced.  R.E. Lee & Associates will do a final inspection.
B.  Lowering Water Levels Update – Mr. Skalitzky contacted the Lakes Association regarding applying for the permit through DNR to lower water level on Chute Pond flowage.
13. 15 Year Forestry Plan Amendments
Committee reviewed revisions to plan previously sent.  Discussion held regarding FSC vs. SFI certification.  Further discussion regarding increasing penalties for extending timber sale contracts. Mr. Skalitzky highlighted amendments to plan including updated High Value Conservation Forests.  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to forward 15 Year Forestry Plan Amendments to County Board for approval.  Vote carried unanimously.
14. Summer LTE’s
Mr. Skalitzky reported the same three Forest & Parks LTE’s from last year are returning – Jacob Virtues, Dominic Hansen, and Dayton Wellner.  Mr. Teuteberg has an LTE that is in his first year at NWTC that will be working for Land Information Systems.
15. Discuss Spring Tour
See Item 9.A.

16. Machickanee Forest Shooting Range Update
Mr. Skalitzky reported there are no new updates.

17. Land Information Systems Administrators Report
Mr. Teuteberg gave update on physical address applications filed so far in 2015.  There are 32 applications compared with 18 at this time last year.  Gave update on Land Council meeting held April 30, 2015.  Reported on breakdown of hits on County GIS website.  Reported on 2015 Orthos and should be getting maps on-line soon.  Discussion held regarding strategic planning meeting held recently regarding county positions that are mandated or optional.  Mr. Teuteberg met with Oconto Airport Commission regarding runway alignment.  The commission will keep alignment of existing runway as is but will investigate expanding grass runway to 5000 feet.  Reported the county-wide assessment proposal has been taken out of the governor’s budget.  Reported on surveying recent timber trespass.  Discussion held.  Motion by Buhrandt, second by Nelson to accept report.  Vote carried unanimously.
18. Buy Back of Tax Delinquent Property
Request received from Rod & Judy Baldwin to buy back Town of Breed property.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Stranz to allow Rod & Judy Baldwin to buy back Town of Breed property in the amount of $1016.16, which is due by end of May.  Vote carried unanimously.

19. Discussion and Recommendation Regarding Maintenance of Tax Deed Parcels
No one from City of Oconto present to discussion matter regarding maintenance of tax deed parcels.

20. Tax Deed Property Rental
Mr. Teuteberg reported that the farm owner adjacent to a tax deed parcel on County Road J is requesting to continue renting 2 acres of this tax deed property for planting.  Discussion held.  Motion by Nelson, second by Pott not to rent these 2 acres to the adjacent farmer due to technicalities with tax deed land sale.  Vote carried unanimously.
21. Discussion Regarding Shortening the Tax Years Delinquency and Land Sale Process
Mr. Teuteberg and County Treasurer Tanya Peterson presented spreadsheet of breakdown of 2011-2012 tax deed properties which included general tax levy amount, specials, interest, penalties as of 2015, and extra charges.  Discussion held regarding pros and cons of going to a 2 year vs. 4 year tax deed cycle.  Further discussion regarding tax deed vs. In REM process. Committee is requesting more information regarding tax deed process vs. In REM process.  Mr. Teuteberg will schedule meeting with Co. Treasurer, Corp. Counsel, Circuit Court Judge, and Finance Dept. to gather more information on tax deed vs. In REM process.
22. Oconto Electric Cooperative Request to Remove Idle Services
Request received from Oconto Electric Cooperative to terminate service on tax deed properties.  Currently, the fee is $17 per month if the meter is left on property.  Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Pott to authorize removal of meters on tax deed properties.  Vote carried unanimously.
23. Review and Authorize 2015 Tax Deed Land Sale Parcels
Mr. Teuteberg reviewed each tax deed parcel with committee and minimum bid prices were set.  Land Sale is scheduled for October 30, 2015 with bids due in no later than October 23, 2015.  Bids will be approved at the November committee meeting.   Discussion held.  Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson to approve tax deed land sale minimum bid prices as set.  Vote carried unanimously.
24. Staff Evaluations
Motion by Nelson, second by Buhrandt to authorize Chairman Sekela to review, approve, and sign staff evaluations.  Therefore, no closed session is necessary.  Vote carried unanimously.

25. Closed Session:  Performance Evaluations – The Committee May Convene Into Closed Session Pursuant to WI Stat. 19.85(1)(c) for the Purpose of Consideration of Employment Promotion, Compensation, and Performance Evaluations.  No closed session.
26. Return to Open Session:  The Committee May Return to Open Session to Conduct Legal Business as Allowed by WI Stat. 19.85(2) – Not necessary as there was no closed session.
27. Informational Items Only
28. Set Meeting Date – See Item 9.A. 
Date of next meeting: June 3, 2015
Time of next meeting:  8:30 a.m.
29. Adjournment
Motion by Stranz, second by Nelson to adjourn at 1:47 p.m.  Vote carried unanimously.

Date Posted:  May 13, 2015
__________________________________  
Judith Buhrandt, Secretary  
